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TO 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
AND REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 

GEORGE, 

LORD BISHOP OF WINCHESTER, 

AND PRELATE OP THE MOST NOBLE 
ORDER OF THE GARTER* 

MY LORD, 

1 DID, feme years paft, prefent you with 
a pl^n relation of the life of Mr. Richard 
Hooker, that humble man, to whofe me- 
mory princes, and the moft learned of this 
nation, have paid a reverence at the men- 
tion of his name. And now, with Mr. 
Hooker's, -I prefent you alfo the Life of 
that pattern of primitive piety, Mr Greorge 
Herbert; and, with his, the Life of Dr. 
a 3 Donne, 
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Donne, and your friend Sir Henry Wot- 
ton, all reprinted*. The two firft were writ- 
ten undef your roof; for which reafon, if 
they were worth it, you might juftly chal- 
lenge a Dedication : and indeed, fo you 
might of Dr. Donne's, and Sir Henry 
Wotton's 5 becaufe, if I had been fit for 
this undertaking, it would not have been 
by acquired learning or ftudy, but by the 
advantage of forty years friendihip, and 
thereby with hearing and difcourfing with 
your Lordfliip, that hath enabled me to 
make the relation of thefe lives paflable 
(if they prove fo) in an eloquent and cap- 
tious age. 

And indeed, my Lord, though thefe 
relations be well-meant facrifices to the. 
memory of thefe worthy men ; yet I have 
fo little confidence in my performance, 
that I beg pardon for fuperfcribing your 
name to them ; and defire all that know 

* The Life of Bi(bop Sanderfon wis not then written. 

your 
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your LordQiip^ to apprehend this not as a 
Dedication^ (at leaft^ by which you receive 
any addition of honour^) but rather as 
an humble and a more public acknow- 
ledgment of your long continued and 
your now daily favours to, 

My Lord, 
Your moft affeftionate 

And moft humble fervant, 
IZAAK WALTON. 



a4 TO 



TO THE READEIL 

Though the feveral introduftions to 
thefe feveral Lives have partly declared 
the reafons how, and why I undertook 
them ; yet fince they are come to be re- 
viewed, and augmented, and reprinted^ 
and the four are now become one book ; 
I defire leave to inform you that (hall be^ 
come my reader, that when I fometime 
look back upon my education and meaa 
abilities, it is not without fome little won- 
der at myfelf, that I am come to be pub- 
licly in print. And though I have in 
thofe introductions declared fome of the 
accidental reafons that occafioned me to 
be fo> yet let me add this to what is there, 
faid ; that by my undertaking to colled 
fome notes for Sir Henry Wotton's writ- 
ing the Life of Dr. Donoe, and by Sir 
Henry's dying before he performed it, I 
became like thofe men that enter eafily 
ifito a law-fuit, or a quarrel, and having 
begun, cannot make a fair retreat and be 

quiet. 
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quiet^ when they defire it. — ^And really, 
after fuch a manner, I became engaged 
into a neceffity of writing the Life of Dr. 
Donne, contrary to my firft intentions j 
and that begot a like neceffity of writing 
the Life of his and my ever-honoured 
friend, Sir Henry Wotton. 

And having writ thefe two Lives, I lay 
quiet twenty years, without a thought of 
cither troubling myfelf or others, by any 
new engagement in this kind ; for I thought 
I knew my unfitnefs. But, about that time, 
Dr. Gauden (then Lord Bifhop of Exeter) 
publiihed the Life of Mr. Richard Hooker, 
(fo he called it,) with fo many dangerous 
miftakes, both of him and his books, that 
difcouriing of them with his Grace, Gil- 
bert, that now is Lord Archbifliop of Can- 
terbury, he enjoined me to examine fomc 
circumftances, and then rectify the Bi- 
(hop's miftakes, by giving the world a 
fuller and a truer account of Mr. Hooker 
and his books, than that Bifhop had done; 
and I know I have done fo. And let me 
tell the reader, that till his Grace had laid 
this injunction upon me, I could not admit 

a thought 
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a thought of any fitnefs in me to under- 
take it : but when he had twice enjoined 
me to it, I then declined my own, and 
tnifted his judgment, and fubmitted to his 
commands ; concluding, that, if I did not, 
I could not forbear accufing myfelf of 
difobedience, and indeed of ingratitude 
for his many favours. Thus I became 
engaged into the third Life. 

For the Life of that great example of 
bolinefs, Mr. George Herbert, I profefs it 
to be fo far a free-will offering, that it waa 
writ chiefly* to pleafe myfelf; but yet not 
without fome refpeft to pofterity: for. 
though he was not a man that the next 
age can forget ; yet many of his particular 
a£ls and virtues might have been neg- 
le&ed, or loft, if I had not collected and 
prefented them to the imitation of thoTe 
that (hall fucceed us ; for I humbly con- 
ceive writing to be both a fafer and truer 
preferver of men's virtuous a6iions than 
tradition, efpecially as it is managed in 
this age. And I am alfo to tell the reader, 
that though this Life of Mr. Herbert was. 
not by me writ in hade, yet I intended it 

a review. 
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a review, before it (hould be made public : 
but that was not allowed me, by reafou of 
my abfence from London when it was 
printing : fo that the reader may find in 
it fome miftakes, fome double exprefiions, 
and fome not very proper, and fome that 
might have been contra£ted, and fome 
&ults that are not juftly chargeable upon 
me, but the printer ; and yet I hope none 
fo great, as may not by this confeffion 
purchafe pardon from a good-natured 
reader. 

And now I wiih that as that learned 
Jew, Jofephus, and others, fo thefe men had 
alfa writ their own livies : but fince it is 
not the fafhion of thefe times, I wifh their 
relations or friends would do it for them, 
before delays make it too difficult. And 
I defire this the more, becaufe it is an ho- 
nour due to the dead, and a generous debt 
due to thofe that ftiall live, and fucceed 
us, and would to them prove both a con- 
tent and fatisfadion. For when the next 
age (hall (as this does) admire the learning 
and clear reafon which that excellent ca- 
luift, Dodor Sanderfon, (the late Bifhop 

of 
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of lincoln^) hath demonftrated in his Ser- 
mons and other writings ; who, if they 
love virtue, would not rejoice to know 
that this good man was as remarkable for 
the meeknefs and innocence of his life, as 
for his great and ufeful learning 5 and in- 
deed as remarkable for his fortitude in 
his long and patient fuffering (under them 
that then called themfelves the godly 
party) for that doArine, which he had 
preached and printed in the happy days of 
the nation's and the Church's peace? And 
who would not be content to have the 
like account of Dr. Field, that great 
fchoolman, and others of noted learning ? 
And though I cannot hope that my ex- 
ample or reafon can perfuade to this under- 
taking, yet I pleafe myfelf, that I ihall 
conclude my Pre&ce with wifhing that it 
were fo. 

J. W. 



THE COPY OF A LETTER WRIT TO 

Mr. IZAAK WALTON, 

BY 

Dr. king, 

LORD BISHOP OF CHICHESTER. 

HONEST IZAAK, 

1 HOUGHafamiliarityofmore than forty 
. years continuance, and the conftant experi- 
enceof your love, even in the worft of the late 
fad times, be fufficient to endear our fiiend- 
ihip ; yet I muft confefs my affection much 
improved, not only by evidences of private 
refpe£t to many that know and love you, 
but by your new demonilration of a pub- 
lic fpirit, teftified in a diligent, true, and 
ufeful colle£tion of fo many material paf- 
fages as you have now afforded me in the 
Life of venerable Mr. Hooker; of which, 
fince defired by fuch a friend as yourfelf, 
I (hall not deny to give the teftimony of 
what I know concerning him and his 

learned 
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learned books : but (hall firft here take a 
fair occafion to tell you, that you have 
been happy in chooiing to write the lives 
of three fuch perfons> as pofterity hath juft 
caufe to honour ; which they will do the 
more for the true relation of them by your 
happy pen : of all which I ihall give you 
my unfeigned cenfure. 

I (hall begin with my mod dear and 
incomparable friend Dr. Donne, late Dean 
of St. Paul's chiu"ch, who not only trufted 
me as his executor, but three days before 
)iis death delivered into my hands thofe ex- 
cellent Sermons of his, now made public; 
profefiing before Dr. Winniff, Dr. Mon* 
ford, and, I think, y(»irfelf then prefent 
at his bed-fide, that it was by my reftlefs 
importunity, that he had prepared them 
for the prefs : together with which (as 
his beft legacy) he gave me all his fermon- 
notes, and his other papers, containing an 
extra£t of near fifteen hundred authors. 
How thefe were got out of my hands, 
you, who were the meflenger for them, 
and how loft both to me and yourfelf, is 
not now feafonaUe to complain. But fince 

they 
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they did mifcarry, I am glad that the 
general demonftration of his worth was fo 
Wrly preferved, and reprefented to the 
world by your pen in the hiftory of his 
life ; indeed fo well, that, befide others, 
the beft critic of our later time (Mr. John 
Hales, of Eaton College) afBrmed to me, 
'' he had not fcen a life written with more 
*' advantage to the fubject, or more repu- 
*^ tation to the writer, than that of Dr. 
" Donne's." 

After the performance of this taik for 
Dr. Donne, you undertook the like office 
for our friend Sir Henry Wotton : betwixt 
which two there was a friendlhip begun 
in Oxford, continued in their various tra- 
vels, and more confirmed in the religious 
friendfliip of age ; and doubtlefs this ex- 
cellent perfon had writ the Life of Dr. 
Donne, if death had not prevented him : 
by which means, his and your pre-cpUec- 
tions for that work fell 'to the happy ma- 
nage of your pen: a work which you 
would have declined, if imperious perfua* 
fions had not been ftronger than your 
modeft refolutions againft it. And I am 

VOL. I. b thus 
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thus far glad, that the firft Life wa^ fo 
hnpofed upon yoti, becaufe it gave an 
unavoidable caufe of writing the fecond : 
if not, it is too probable we had wanted 
both ; which had been a prejudice to all 
lovers of honour and ingenious learning. 
And let me not leave my friend Sir Hen- 
ty without this teftimony added to yours ; 
that he was a man of as florid a wit, and 
as elegant a pen, as any former (or ours, 
which in that kind is a moft excellent) 
age hath ever produced. 

And now, having made thif * voluntary 
obfervation of our two deceafed friends, I 
proceed to fatisfy your defire concerning 
what I know and believe of the ever- 
memorable Mr. Hooker, who was Scbi/" 
maticorum malleus^ fo great a champion for 
the Church of England's rights, -againft 
the fafitious torrent of Separatifts that then 
ran high againft church -diicipline ; and 
in his unanfwerable Books continues to 
be fo againft the unquiet difciples of their 
Ichifm, which now, under other names, 
ftill carry on their defign ; and who (as 
the proper heirs of thek irrational zeal) 

would 
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would again rake into the fcarce clofed 
wounds of a newly bleeding State and 
Church. 

And firft, though I dare not (ay that I 
knew Mr. Hooker ; yet as our ecclefiafti- 
cal hUlory reports to the honour of St. Ig- 
natius^ " that he lived in the time of St* 
^' John^ and had feen him in his child- 
** hood ;*' fo I alfo joy that in my mi- 
nority I have often feen Mr. Hooker with 
my £3ither, who was after Bilhop of Lon- 
don ; from whom, and others, at that time^ 
I have heard moft of the material paflages 
which you relate in the hiftory of his life ; 
and from my father received fuch a cha- 
rafter of his learning, humility, and other 
virtues, that, like jewels of unvaluable 
price, they ftill caft fuch a luftre, as envy 
or the ruft of tinie fhall never darken. 

From my father I have alfo heard all 
the circumftances of the plot to de£une 
him ; and how Sir Edwin Sandys outwit- 
ted his accufers, and gained their confef- 
fion : and I could give an account of each 
particular of that plot, but tkat I judge it 
b % fitter 
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fitter to be forgotten, and rot in the fame 
grave with the malicious authors. 

I may not omit to declare, that my fa- 
ther's knowledge of Mr. Hooker was oc- 
cafioned by the learned Dr. John Spencer, 
who, after the death of Mr. Hooker, was 
fo careful to preferve his unvaluable fixth, 
feventh, and eighth books of Ecclejiajlical 
Polity f and his other writings, that he pro- 
cured Henry Jackfon, then of Corpus 
Chrifti College, to tranfcribe for him all 
Mr. Hooker's remaining written papers ; 
many of which were imperfeft ; for his 
ftudy had been rifled, or worfe ufed, by 
Mr. /3hark, and another, of principles too 
like his. But thefe papers were endea- 
voured to be completed by his dear fribnd 
Dr. Spencer, who bequeathed them as a 
precious legacy to my father ; after whofe 
death they refted in my hand, till Dr. 
Abbot, then Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
commanded them out of my cufiody, by 
authorizing Dr. John Barkeham to require^ 
and bring them to him to his palace in 
Lambeth : at which time^ I have heard, 

they 
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they were put into the Biihop^s library, and 
that they remained there till the martyr- 
dom of Archbifhop Laud ; and were then 
by the brethren of that &dion given, with 
all the library, to Hugh Peters, as a reward 
for his remarkable fervice in thofe fad times 
of the Church's confufion. And though 
they could hardly fall into a fouler hand ; 
yet there wanted not other endeavours to 
corrupt and make them fpeak that language, 
for which the faftion then fought, which 
indeed was, tofubjed tbej'overeign power to 
the people. 

But I need npt drive to vindicate Mr. 
Hooker in this particular: his known 
loyalty to his Prince whilft he lived, the 
forrow exprefled by King James at his 

. death, the value our late Sovereign (of 
ever-blefled memory) put upon his works, 

. and now the Angular charader of his 
worth by you given in the paflages of his 
Life, elpecially in your Appendix to it, do 
fufBciently clear him from that imputa- 
tion : and I am glad you mention how 
much value Thomas Stapleton, Pope Cle- 
ment the Eighth, and other eminent mep 

of 
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of the Rotni(h perfuafion^ have put upon 
his books ; having been told the fame in 
my youth by perfons of worth that have 
travelled Italy. 

Laftly, I mud again congratulate this 
undertaking of yours, as now more proper 
to you than any other perfon, by reafon of 
your long knowledge and alliance to the 
worthy family of the Cranmers, (my old 
friends alfo,) who have been meri of noted 
wifdom 5 efpecially Mr. George Cranmer, 
whofe prudence, added to that of Sir Ed- 
win Sandys, proved very ufeful in the com- 
pleting of Mr. Hooker's matchlefs books: 
one of their letters I herewith fend you, 
to make ufe of, if you think fit. And let 
me fay further, you merit much from 
many of Mr. Hooker's beft friends then 
living ; namely, from the ever renowned 
Archbiftiop Whitgift, of whofe incompsu 
table worth, with the charafter of the 
times, you have given us a more fliort and 
Significant account than I have rec^ved 
firom any other pen. You have done 
tnuch for the learned Sir Henry Savile, 
his contempiMrary and familiar friend; 

amongft 
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amongft the furviving monuments of whofe 
learning (give me leave to tell you fo) two 
are omitted ; his edition of Euclid^ but 
efpecially his tranflation of King James's 
Apology for the Oath of Allegiancey into 
degant Latin : which flying in that drefs 
as &r as Rome, was by the Pope and Con- 
clave fent to Salamanca unto Francifcus 
Suarez, (then refiding there as Prefident 
of that college), with a command to an- 
fwer it. And it is worth noting, that when 
he had perfe£ied the work, which he calls 
Deferifio Fidei CatboUc^y it -was tranf- 
mitted to Rome for a view of the Inquifi- 
tors; who, according to their cuftom, 
blotted out what they pleafed, and (as Mr. 
Hooker hath been ufed fince his death) 
added whatfoever might advance the 
Pope's fupremacy, or cany on their own 
intereft ; commonly coupling together de- 
ponere et occiderej the depofing and then 
killing of princes. Which cruel and un- 
chriftian language Mr. John Saltkel, the 
amanuenfls to Suarez, when he wrote 
that anfwer, (but fince a convert, and living 
long in my father's houfe,) often profefled 

the 
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the good old man (whofe piety and cha- 
rity Mr. Saltkel magnified much) not only 
difavowed, but detefted. Not to trouble 
you further ; your reader (if, according to 
your defire, my approbation of your work 
carries any weight) will here find many 
jufl reafons to thank you for it ; and pof- 
fibly for this circumfiance here mentioned 
(not known to many) may happily appre- 
hend one to thank him, who heartily 
wiflies your happinefs, and is unfeignedly, 

Sir, 
Your ever-faithful and 
affeAionate old friend, 
HENRY CHICHESTER. 

Crichbsteii, 
Nov, 17, 1664. 
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THE 

INTRODUCTION. 

If that great mafter of language and art, 
Sir Henry Wotton, the late Provoft of 
Eton College, had lived to fee the publi- 
cation of thefe Sermons, he had pre- 
fented the world with the Author's life 
exa£Uy written ; and it was pity he did 
not, for it was a work worthy his un- 
dertaking, and he fit to undertake it : 
betwixt whom and the Author there 
was fo mutual a knowledge, and fuch 
a friendfhip contrafted in their youth, 
as nothing but death could force a fe- 
paration. And though their bodies were 
divided, their aflFeftions were not; for 
that learned Knight's love followed his 
friend's fame beyond death and the for- 
getful grave; which he teftified by en- 
treating me, whom he acquainted with 
his defign, to enquire of fome particulars 
that concerned it, not doubting but my 
B 2 know- 
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knowledge of the Author, and love to his 
memory, might make my diligence ufe-r 
ful. I did moft gladly undertake the 
employment, and continued it with great 
content, till I had made my coUeftion 
ready to be augmented and completed 
by his matchlefs pen : but then death 
prevented his intentions. 

When I heard that fad news, and heard 
alfo that thefe Sermons were to be printed, 
and want the Author'slife, which I thought 
to be very remarkable ; indignation or 
grief (indeed I know not which) tranf- 
ported me fo far, that I reviewed my for- 
faken coUeftions, and refolved the world 
fhould fee the beft plain pifture of the Au- 
thor's life that my artlefs pencil, guided 
by the hand of truth, could prefent to it. 

And if I ihall now be demanded, as 
once Pompey's poor bond-man was *, — 
(the grateful wretch had been left alone 
on the fea-{hore, with the forfaken dead 
body of his once glorious lord and matter; 
and was then gathering the fcattered 

• Plutarch. 

pieces 
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J)ieces of an old broken boat to make 
a funeral pile to bum it; which was the 
cuftom of the Romans) — ^^ Who art 
^' thou, that alone haft the honour to bury 
^^ the body of Pompey the great }" fo, 
who am 1, that do thus officioufly fet the 
Author's memory on fire? I hope the 
queftion will prove to have in it more of 
wonder than difdain. But wonder indeed 
the reader may, that I, who profefs my- 
felf artlefs, (hould prefume with my faint 
light to fhew forth his life, whofe very 
name makes it illuftrious ! Biit be this 
to the difadvantag^ of the perfon repre- 
fented t certain I am, it is to the advan- 
tage of the beholder, who (hall here fee 
the Author's piAure in a natural drefs, 
which ought to beget faith in what is 
fpokent for he that wants (kill to de- 
ceive, may fafely be trufted. 

And if the Author's glorious fpirit, 
which now is in heaven, can have the 
leifure to look down and fee me, the 
pooreft, the meaneft of all his friends, in 
the midft of his officious duty, confident I 
am, that he will not difdain this well- 
B 3 meant 
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meant facrifice to his memory: for, whilft 
his converfation made me and many- 
others happy below, I know his humility 
and gentlenefs were then eminent; and, I 
have heard Divines fay, thofe virtues, that 
were but fparks upon earth, become great 
and glorious flames in heaven. 

Before I proceed further, I am to en- 
treat the reader to take notice, that when 
Dr. Donne's Sermons were firft printed, 
this was then my excufe for daring to 
write his life; and I dare not now ap-» 
pear without iti 



THE 
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JVIaSTER John Donne was born in 
London^ in the year 1573, of good and 
virtuous parents: and though his own 
learning and other multiplied merits may 
juftly appear fufEcient to dignify both 
himfelf and his pofterity, yet the reader 
may be pleafed to know, that his father 
was mafculinely and lineally defcended 
from a very ancient family in Wales, 
where many of his name now live, that 
deferve and have great reputation in that 
country. 

By his mother he was defcended of the 
family of the famous and learned Sir 
Thomas Moor, fcMnetime Lord Chancel- 
lor of England ; as alfo from that wor- 
thy and laborious Judge Raftall, who left 
pofterity the vaft ftatutes of the law of this 
nation moft exaSly abridged. 

He had his firft breeding in his fether's 

houfe, where a private tutor had the care 

B 4 of 
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of him, until the tenth year of his age *; 
and in his eleventh year was fent to the 
Univerfity of Oxford ; having at that time 
a good command both of the French and 
Latin tongue. This, and fome other of 
his remarkable abilities, made one then 
give this cenfure of him ; *^ That this 
*^ age had brought forth another Picus 
" Mirandula;*' of whom ftory fays, ^^ That 
" he was rather born, than made wife by 
^' ftudy.'' 

There he remained for fome years in 
Hart-Hall, having, for the advancement 
of bis ftudies, tutors of feveral fciences to 
attend and inftrufl: him, till time made 
him capable, and his learning exprefled 
in public exercifes declared him worthy, 
to receive his firft degree in the fchools, 
which he forbore by advice from his 
friends, who being for their religion of 
the Rc«nifli perfuafion, were confcionably 
averfe to fome parts of the oath that b 
always tendered at thofe times, and not 
to be refufed by thofe that expeA the 
titulary honour of their ftudies. 

About the fourteenth year of his age 

he 
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he was tfanfplanted from Oxford to Cam- 
bridge; where, that he might receive 
nourlfhment from both foils, he ftaid till 
his feventeenth year ; all which time he 
was a moft laborious ftudent, often chang- 
ing his ftudies, but endeavouring to take 
no degree, for the reafons formerly men- 
tioned. 

About the feventeenth year of his age 
he was removed to London, and then ad- 
mitted into Lincoln's Inn, with an in- 
tent to ftudy the law 5 where he gave 
great teftimonies of his wit, his learning, 
and of his improvement in that profef- 
fion ; which never ferved him for other 
ufe than an ornament and felf-fatis&dion. 

His father died before his admiffion 
into this fociety, and, being a merchant, 
left him his portion in money. (It was 
3000L) His mother^ and thofe to whofe 
care he was committed, were watchful to 
improve his knowledge, and to that end ' 
appointed him tutors both in the mathe- 
matics, and in all the other liberal fci- 
ences, to attend him. But with thefe arts 
they were advifed to inftil into him parti- 
cular 
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cular principles of the Romifli Church; of 
which thofe tutors profeffed, though fe- 
cretly, themfelves to be members. 

They had almoft obliged him to their 
fiuth 5 having for their advantage, befides 
many opportunities, the example of his 
dear and pious parents, which was a moft 
powerful perfuafion, and did work much 
upon him, as he profeffeth in his preface 
to his Pfeudo-Martyr, a book of which 
the reader (hall have fome account in 
what follows. 

He was now entered into the eighteenth 
year of his age ; and at that time had be- 
trothed hioifelf to no religion, that might 
give him any other denomination than 
a Chriftian. And reafon and piety had 
both perfuaded him, that there could 
be no fuch fin as Schifm, if an adhe- 
rence to fome vifible church were not 
neceflary* 

About the nineteenth year of his age, 
he being then unrefolved what religion 
to adhere to, and confidering how much 
it concerned his foul to choofe the moft 
orthodox, did therefore, (though his 

youth 
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youth and health promifed him a long 
life) to reftify all fcruples that might 
concern that, prefently lay afide all ftudy 
of the law, and of all other fciences that 
might give him a denomination j and 
began ferioufly to furvey and confider 
the body of divinity, as it vi^as then con- 
troverted betwixt 'the Reformed and the 
Roman Church. And as God's blefled 
Spirit did then awaken him to the fearch, 
and in that induftry did never forfake him, 
(they be his own words*) fo he calls the 
fame holy Spirit to witnefs this protefta- 
tion ; that in that difquifition and fearch 
he proceeded with humility and diffidence 
in himfelf, and by that which he took 
to be the fafeft way; namely, frequent 
prayers, and an indifferent affe£lion to 
both parties; and indeed, truth had too 
much light about her to be hid from fo 
(harp an enquirer ; and he had too much 
ingenuity, not to acknowledge he had 
found her. 

Being to undertake this fearch, he be- 

* In his Preface to Pfeudo-Martyr. 

Ueved 
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lieved the Cardinal Bellarmine to be the 
beft defender of the Roman caufe, and 
therefore betook himfelf to the exami- 
nation of his reafons. The caufe was 
weighty, and wilful delays had been 
inexcufable both towards God and his 
own confcience : he therefore proceeded 
in this fearch with alj moderate hafte, 
and about the twentieth year of his age 
did (hew the then Dean of Gloucefter 
(whofe name my memory hath now loft) 
all the Cardinal's works marked with 
many weighty obfervations under his own 
hand } which works were bequeathed by 
him, at his death, as a legacy to a moft 
dear friend. 

About a year following he refolved to 
travel ; and the Earl of Eflex going firft 
the Cales, and after the Ifland voyages, 
the firft anno 1596, the fecond 1597, he 
took the advantage of thofe opportunities, 
waited upon his Lordfhip, and was an 
eye-witnefs of thofe happy and unhappy 
employments. 

But he returned not back into England, 
till he had ftaid fome years firft in Italy^ 

and 
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and then in Spain, where he made many 
ufeful obfervations of thofe countries, 
their laws and manner of government, 
and returned perfeft in their languages. 

The time that he fpent in Sp^n was, 
at his firft going into Italy, defigned for 
travelling to the Holy Land, and for 
viewing Jerufalem and the fepulchre of 
our Saviour. But at his being in the 
furtheft parts of Italy, the difappointment 
of company, or of a fafe convoy, or the 
uncertainty of returns of money into thofe 
remote parts, denied him that happinefs, 
which he did often occafionally mention 
with a deploration. 

Not long after his return into England, 
that exemplary pattern of gravity and 
wifdom, the Lord Elfemore, then Keeper 
of the Great Seal, and Lord Chancellor 
of England, taking notice of his learning, 
languages, and other abilities, and much 
afFefting his perfon and behaviour, took 
him to be his chief fecretary ; fuppofing 
and intending it to be an introdu6tion 
to fome more weighty employment in 

the 



1'4 THE LIFE OF 

the ftate ; for which his Lordfliip did of- 
ten proteft he thought him very fit. 

Nor did his Lordfliip, in this time of 
Matter Donne's attendance upon him, 
account him to be fo much his fervant, 
as to forget he was his friend ; and, to 
teftify it, did always ufe him with much 
courtefy, appointing him a place at his 
own table, to which he efteemed his 
coi^pany and difcourfe to be a great or- 
nament. 

He continued that employment for the 
fpace of five years, being daily ufeful, 
and not mercenary to his friends. Dur- 
ing which time he (I dare not fay unhap- 
pily) fell into fuch a liking, as, with her 
approbation, increafed into a love with a 
young gentlewoman that lived in that 
family, who was niece to the Lady Elfe- 
more, and daughter to Sir George Moor, . 
then Chancellor of the Garter and Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower. 

Sir George had fome intimation of it, 
and knowing prevention to be a great 
part of wifdom, did therefore remove 

her 
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her with much hafte from that to his 
own houfe at Lothefley, in the county 
of Surry; but too late, by reafon of 
fome f^thful promifes which were fo in- 
terchangeably pafled, as never to be vio- 
lated by either party. 

Thefe promifes were only known to 
themfelves : and the friends of both 
parties ufed much diligence, and many 
arguments, to kill or cool their affeftions 
to each other ; but in vain ; for love is 
a flattering mifchief, that hath denied 
aged and wife men a forefight of thofe 
evils that too often prove to be the chil- 
dren of that blind father, a paflion ; 
that carries us to commit errors with as 
much eafe as whirlwinds remove fea- 
thers, and begets in us an unwearied 
induftry to the attainment of what we 
defire. And fuch an induftry did, not- 
withftanding much watchfulnefs againft 
it, bring them fecretly together, (I for- 
bear to tell the manner how) and at 
lafl: to a marriage too, without the al- 
lowance of thofe friends, whofe appro- 
bation always was, and ever will be,ne- 

ceflary. 
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ceffary, to make even a virtuous love be- 
come lawful. 

And that the knowledge of their mar- 
riage might not fall, like an unexpeAed 
tempeft, on thofe that were unwilling 
to have it fo, and that pre-apprehenfions 
might make it the lefs enormous when 
it was known, it was purpofely whif- 
pered into the ears of many that it was 
fo, yet by none that could aflSmc^^it. 
But, to put a period to the jealoufies of 
Sir George, (doubt often begetting more 
reftlefs thoughts than the certain k^w- 
ledge of what we fear) the news was, in 
favour to Mr. Donne, and with his al- 
lowance, made known to Sir Greorge, by 
his honourable friend and neighbour 
Henry Earl of Northumberland : but it 
was to Sir George fo immeafurably un- 
welcome, and fo tranfported him, that, 
as though his paflion ©f anger and incon- 
fideration might exceed theirs of love 
and error, he prefently engaged his fitter, 
the Lady Elfemore, to join with him to 
procure her lord to difcharge Mr. Donne 
of the place he held under his lordfliip. 

This 



DR. JOHN DONNE. I7 

This requeft was followed with violence ;' 
and though Sir Greorge were remem- 
bered, that errors might be overpu- 
niflied, and defired therefore to forbear 
till fecond confiderations might clear 
fome fcruples ; yet he became reftlefs 
until his fuit was granted, and the pu- 
niihment executed. And though the Lord 
Chancellor did not, at Mr. Donne's dif- 
miSiony give him fuch a commendation 
as the great Emperor Charles the Fifth 
did of his fecretary Erafo, when he pre- 
fented him to his fon and fucceffor, Philip 
the Second, faying, ^^ That in his Erafo 
*^ he gave to him a greater gift than all 
*^ his eftate, and all the kingdoms which 
^^ he then refigned to him : " yet the 
Lord Chancellor faid, *^ He parted with 
^* a fiiend, and fuch a fecretary as was 
*' fitter to ferve a king than a fubjeft.'* 

Immediately after his difmiffion from 
his fervice, he fent a fad letter to his 
wife, to acquaint her with it : and after 
the fubfcription of his name, writ, 

John Donne J Anne Donne j Un-done; 
And God knows it proved top true : for 
VOL. I. c this 
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this bitter phyfic of Mr. Donne's dif- 
miffion was not ftrong enough to purge 
out all Sir George's choler ; for he was 
not fatisiied till Mr. Donne and his fome- 
time compupil in Cambridge, that married 
him, namely, Samuel Brook (who was 
after Doftor in Divinity, and Mafter of 
Trinity College) and his , brother Mr. 
Chriftopher Brook, fometime Mr. Donne's 
chamber-fellow in Lincoln's Inn, who 
gave Mr. Doqne his wife, and witnefled 
the marriage, were all committed to three 
feveral prifons. 

Mr. Donne was firft enlarged, who nei- 
ther gave reft to his body or br^n, nor to 
any friend in whom he might hope to have * 
an intereft, until he had procured an en- 
largement for his two imprifoned friends. 

He was now at liberty, but his days 
were ftill cloudy ; and being paft thefe 
troubles, others did ftill multiply upon 
him; for his wife was (to her extreme 
forrow) detuned from him ^ and though 
with Jacob he endured not an hard fer- 
vice for her, yet he loft a good one, and 
was forced to make good his title^ and 

to 
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to get poflfeffion of her by a long and 
refUefs fuitin law; which proved trouble- 
fome and fadly chargeable to him, whofe 
youth, and travel, and needlefs bounty, 
had brought his eftat^ into a narrow com- 
pafs. 

It is obferved, and moft tnily, that fi- 
lence and fubmiffion are charming quali- 
ties, and work moft upon paffionate men ; 
and it proved fo with Sir George; for 
tbefe, and a general report of Mr. Donne's 
merits, together with his winning beha^ 
viour, (which, when it would entice, had 
a ftrange kind of elegant irrefiftible art;) 
thefe and time had fo difpaffionated Sir 
George, that as the world had approved 
bis daughter's choice, fo he alfo could 
not but fee a more than ordinary merit 
in his new fon ; and this at laft melted 
him into fo much remorfe, (for love and 
anger are fo like agues, as to have hot 
and cold fits; and love in parents, though 
it may be quenched, yet is eafily re- 
kindled, and expires not till death denies 
mankind a natural heat,) that he laboured 
his Ion's reftoration to his place; ufing 
c a to 
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to that end both his pwn and his fifter's 
power to her lord ; but with no fuccefs ; 
for his anfwer was, ^^ That though he 
^^ was unfeignedly forry for what he had 
'^ done, yet it was inconfiftent with his 
" place and credit, to difcharge and re- 
*' admit fervants at the requeft of paf- 
*^ fionate petitioners/' 

Sir George's endeavour for Mr. Donne's 
readmiffion was by all means to be kept 
fecret: — (for men do more naturally reluft 
for errors, than iiibmit to put on thofe 
blemifbes that attend their vifible acknow- 
ledgment.) — ^But however it was not long 
before Sir George appeared to be fo far 
reconciled, as to wifli their happinefs, 
and not to deny them his paternal blef- 
fing, but yet reftifed to contribute any 
means that might conduce to their live- 
lihood. 

Mr. Donne's eftate was the greateft 
part fpent in many and chargeable tra- 
vels, books, and dear-bought experience : 
he oijt of all employment that might 
yield a fupport for himfdf and wife, 
who had been curioufly and plentifully 

educated j 
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educated ; both their natures generous, 
and accuftomed to confer, and not to re- 
ceive, courtefies : thefe and other confi- 
derations, but chiefly that his wife was to 
bear a part in his fufferings, furrounded 
him with many fad thoughts, and fome 
apparent apprehenfions of want. 

But his forrbws were leflened and his 
wants prevented by the feafonable cour- 
tefy of their noble kinfman. Sir Francis 
WoUy, of Pirford in Surry, who in treated 
them to a cohabitation with him ; where 
they remained with much freedom to 
themfeh^es, and equal content to him, 
for fome years ; and as their charge in- 
creafed ((he had yearly a child), fo did 
his love and bounty. ^ 

It hath been obferved by wife and con- 
fidering men, that wealth hath feldom 
been the portion, and never the mark to 
difcover good people; but that Almighty 
God, who difpoieth all things wifely, 
hath of his abundant goodnefs denied it 
(he only knows why) to many, whofe 
minds he hath enriched with the greater 
bleffings of knowledge and virtue, as the 
c 3 fairer 
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fairer teftimonies of his love to mankind : 
and this was the prefent condition of 
this man of fo excellent erudition and 
endowments ; whdfe neccflary and daily 
expences were hardly reconcileable with 
his uncertain and narrow eftate. Which 
I mention^ for that at this time there 
was a moil generous offer made him 
for the moderating of his worldly cares ; 
the declaration of which (ball be the next 
employment of my pen. 

God hath been fo good to his church, 
as to afford it in every age fome fuch 
men to ferve at, his altar as have been 
pioufly ambitious of doing good to man- 
kind; a difpofition, that is fo like to Grod 
himfelf, that it owes itfelf only to him, 
who takes a pleafure to behold it in his 
creatures. Thefe times ♦ he .did bkfs 
with many fuch; fome of which ftill 
live to be patterns of apoftolical charity, 
and of more than human patience. I 
have faid this, becaufe I have occaiion 
to mention one of them in my following 

• Anno 1^08. 

difcourfe ; 



DR. JOHN DONNE. i^ 

dlfc^Tirfe ; namely. Dr. Morton, the mod 
labc»ious and learned Biihop of Durham ; 
one, that God bath bleffed with perfe£l 
intelleftuak ajwi a cheerful heart at the 
age of 94 years (and is yet living); one, 
that in his days of plenty had fo large a 
heart, as to ufe his large revenue to the 
encouragement of learning and virtue, 
and is now (be it fpoken with forrow) 
reduced to a narrow eftate, which he em- 
braces without repining ; and ftill fhews 
the . beauty of his mind by fo liberal a 
hand, as if this were an age in which 
to-morrow were to care for itfelf. I 
lia^e taken a pleafure in giving the reader 
a fliort but true charafter of this good 
man, my friend, from whom I received 
this following relation. — He fent to Mr. 
Donne, and intreated to borrow an hour 
of his time for a conference the next 
day. After their meeting, there was not 
many minutes paiTed before he fpake to 
Mr. Donne to this purpofe: ** Mr. Donne, 
" theocoafion offending for you is to pro- 
*' pofe to you what I have often revolved 
" in my own thought fince I laft faw 
c 4 ^^ you : 
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^^ you : which neverthelefs I will not de- 
*^ clare but upon this condition, that you 
" fhall not return me a prefent anfwer, 
^^ but forbear three days, and beftow fome 
^^ part of that time in fading and prayer ; 
** and afteraferiousconfideration of what 
^^ I fhall propofe, then return to me with 
*^ your anfwer. Deny me not, Mr. Donne ; 
^^ for it is the effeft of a true love, which 
^^ I would gladly pay as a debt due for 
^^ yours to me." 

This requefl: being granted, the Doftor 
expreffed himfelf thus : 

^^ Mr. Donne, I know your education 
^^ and abilities ; I know your expe^- 
" tion of a flate-emplojrment; and I 
*^ know your fitnefs for it j and I know 
^^ too the many delays and contingencies 
^^ that attend court-promifes: and let me 
" tell you, that my love, begot by our 
*^ long friendfhip and your merits, hath 
*^ prompted me to fuch an inquifition 
^^ after your prefent temporal eftate, as 
" makes me no flranger to your necef- 
^^ fities ; which I know to be fuch as 
*^ your generous fpirit could not bear, 

<Mf 
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^^ if it were not fupported with a pious 
** patience. You know I have formerly 
*^ perfuaded you to wave your court- 
*^ hopes, and enter into holy orders ; 
^^ which I now again perfuade you to 
^^ embrace, with this reafon added to 
** my former requeft : The King hath 
*^ yefterday made me Dean of Gloucefter, 
*^ and I am alfo pofleffed of a benefice, 
*^ the profits of which are equal to thofe 
'^ of my Deanery. I will think my Deanery 
^^ enough for my maintenance, (who am 
^^ and refolve to die a fingle man) and v^all 
^^ quit my benefice, and eftate you in 
*^ it, (which the Patron is willing I (hall 
^* do) if God (hall incline your heart to 
" embrace this motion. Remember, Mr. 
^^ Donne, no man's education or parts 
^* make him too good for this employ- 
^* ment, which is to be an ambaffaddr 
^^ for the God of glory ^ that Godj who hy a 
'^ vUe death opened the gates of life to man- 
*^ kind. Make me no prefent anfwer ; but 
^^ remember your promife, and return to 
** me the third day with your refolution." 
At the hearing of this, Mr. Donne'fe 

faint 
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fiunt breath and perplexed countenance 
gave a vifible teftimony of an inward 
conflift: but he performed his promife, 
and departed without returning an anfwer 
till the third day, and then his anfwer 
was to this efie£t : 

^' My moft worthy and moft dear friend, 
'^ fince I law you I have been faithful to 
'* my proriiife, and have alfo meditated 
*' much of your great kindnefs, which 
'* hath been fuch as would exceed even 
'^ my gratitude ; but that it cannot do ; 
^^ and more I cannot return you ; and I 
'^ do that with an heart full of humility 
'^ and thanks, though I may not accept 
*^ of your offer : but, Sir, my refufal is 
*^ not for tfiat I think myfelf too good 
*^ for that calling, for which kings, if 
" they think fo, are not good enough : 
*^ nor for that my education and learn- 
*^ ing, though not eminent, may not, be- 
*^ ing aflSfted with God's grace and hu- 
*^ mility, render me in fome meafure fit 
*^ for it : but I dare make fo dear a 
'^ friend as you are my confeflbr : fome 
** irregularities of my life have been fo 

" vifible 
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^^ vifible to fome men, that though I have, 
*^ I thank God, made my peace with him 
^^ by penitential refolutions againft them, 
^^ and by the affiftance of his grace banifli* 
^^ ed them my affedions; yet this, which 
*' God knows to be fo, is not (o vifible 
** to man, as to free me from their cen- 
'* fures, and it may be that facred calling 
** from a dilhonour. And befides, whereas 
** it is determined by the beft of Cafuifts, 
^^ that God's glory Jhould be the firji endy 
*^ and a maintenance the 'fecond motive to 
*^ embrace that callings and though each 
f^ man may propofe to himfelf both to- 
'* gether; yet the firft may not be put 
^* laft without a violation of confcicnce, 
♦^ which he that fearches the heart will 
*^ judge. And truly my prefent condi- 
^^ tion is fuch, that if I aflc my own con* 
^^ fcience, whether it be reconcileable to 
" that rule, it is at this time fo perplexed 
'^ about it, that I can neither give myfelf 
" nor you an anfwer. You know. Sir, who 
^^ fays, Happy is that man whofe confcience 
*^ doth not accufe him for that thing which he 
** does. To thefe I might add other rea- 

" fons 
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^^ fons that diffuade me : but I crave 
^* your favour that I may forbear to ex- 
*' prefs them, and thknkfully decline your 
<« offer/' 

This was his prefent refolution : biit 
the heart of man is not in his own keep- 
ing; and he was deftined to this facred 
fervice by an higher hand ; a hand fo 
powerful, as at laft forced him to a com- 
pliance : of which 1 (hall give the reader 
an account before I (hall give a reft to 
my pen. 

Mr. Donne and his wife continued 
with Sir Francis Wolly till his death : a 
little before which time. Sir Francis was 
fo happy as to make a perfe£l reconcilia- 
tion betwixt Sir George and his forfaken 
fon and daughter; Sir George conditioning 
by bond to pay to Mr. Donne 800I. at a 
certain day, as a portion with his wife, or 
20I. quarterly for their maintenance, as 
the intereft for it, till the faid portion was 
paid. 

Moft of thofe years that he lived with 
Sir Francis, he ftudied the Civil and 
Canon Laws ; in which he acquired fuch 

a per- 
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a perfeftion, as was judged to hold pro- 
portion with many who had made that 
ftudy the employment of their whole 
life. 

Sir Francis being dead, and that happy 
family diflblved, Mr. Donne took for him- 
felf a houfe in Micham, (near to Croydon 
in Surry) a place noted for good air and 
choice company : there his wife and chil- 
dren remained ; and for himfelf he took 
lodgings in London, near to White- Hall, 
whither his friends and occafions drew 
him very often, and where he was as of- 
ten vifited by many of the nobility and 
others of this nation, who ufed him in 
their counfels of greateft confideration, 
and with fome rewards for his better fub- 
fiftence. 

Nor did our own nobility only value 
and favour him, but his acquaintance and 
friendfhip was fought for by moft ambaf- 
fadors of foreign nations, and by many 
other ftrangers, whofe learning or bufi- 
nefs occafioned their ftay in this nation. 

He was much importuned by many 
friends to make his confiant refidence in 

London ; 



30 THE LIFE OP 

London ; but he ftill denied it, having 
fettled his dear wife and children at Mi- 
cham, and hear fome friends that were 
bountiful to them and him 5 for they, 
God knows, needed it: and that you 
may the better now judge of the then 
prefent condition of his mind and for- 
tune, I {hall prefent you with an extract 
collefted out of fome few of his many 
letters. 

^^ ^And the reafon why I did not 

'^ fend an anfwer to your laft week's let- 
^' ter was, becaufe it then found me 
^* under too great a fadnefs ; and at pre- 
*^ fent it is thus with me. There is not 
*^ one perfon, but myfelf, well of my fe- 
^' mily : I have already loft half a child, 
*^ and with that mifchance of hers, my 
*^ wife is faUen into fuch a difcompofure, 
^ as would afflia her too extremely, but 
*' that the fickiwfe of all her -other chil- 
*^ dren ftupifies her : of one of which, in 
" good fmth, I have not much hope : 
" and thefe meet with a fortune fp ill 
*f provided for phyfic, and fuch relief, 
'^ that if God ihould eafe us with burials^. 

/* I know 
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*^ I know not how to perform even that : 
^^ but I flatter niyfelf with this hope, 
*^ that I am dying too; for I cannot wafte 

" fafter than by fuch griefs. As for, 

" From my hofpital at Micham, 
Aug. 10. ^^ John Donne/' 

Thus he did bemoan himfelf : and thus 
in other letters. 

*^— — For we hardly difcover a fin, 
^^ when it is but an omiffion of fome 
^^ good, and no accufing a£t : with this^ 
** or the former, I have often fufpe£ted 
** myfelf to be overtaken ; which is, with 
^* an over-eameft defire of the next life. 
** Apd though I know it is not mere- 
*^ ly a wearinefs of this, becaufe I had 
*' the lame defire when I went with the 
** tide, and enjoyed fjurer hopes than I 
*^ now do ; yet I doubt worldly troubles 
^' have increafed it. It is now fpring, and 
<^ all the pleafures of it difpleafe me i 
<f every other tree bloflbms, and I wi- 
^' ther : I grow older, and not better ; 
^^ my flrength diminifheth, £uid my load 
'^ grows heavier; and yet I would £un 

«be 
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^^ be or do fomething; but that I cannot 
" tell what, is no wonder in this time of 
^^ my fadnefs; for to choofe is to do 5 but 
^^ to be no part of any body is as to be no- 
" thing : and fo I am, and (hall fo judge 
^^ myfelf, unlefs I could be fo incorpo- 
^^ rated into a part of the world, as by 
** bufinefs to contribute fome fuftentation 
'^ to the whole. This I made account ; 
<^ I began early, when I underftood the 
** ftudy of our laws; but was diverted by 
" leaving that, and embracing the worft 
*' voluptuoufnefs, an bydroptique immo' 
^^ derate dejire of human learning and lan^ 
^^ g^^g^^ ' beautiful ornaments indeed to 
^^ men of great fortunes ; but mine was 
" grown fo low as to need an occupation; 
^* which I thought I entered well into, 
" when I fubjefted myfelf to fuch a fer- 
^* vice as I thought might exercife my 
** poor abilities : and there I ftumbled, and 
*' fell too; and now I am become fo little, 
'* or fuch a nothing, that I am not a fub- 
** jeA good enough for one of my own 
'* letters. — Sir, I fe'ar my prefent difcon- 
*' tent does not proceed from a good root, 

'' that 
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** Aat I am fo weU content to be no- 
*^ thing, that is, dead. But, Sir, though 
** my fortune bath made me fuch, as that 
*M am rather a iicknefs or a difeafe of 
^^ the world, than any part of it, and 
*^ therefore neither love it, nor life ; yet I 
^^ would gladly live to become fome fuch 
*^ thing as you fliould not repent loving 
" me. Sir, your own foul cannot be 
^* more zealous for your good, than I 
'^ am ; and God, who loves that zeal in 
*' me, will not fuflFer you to doubt it. 
*^ You would pity me now, if you faw 
*^ me write, fear my pain hath drawn 
** my head fo much awry, and holds it 
*' fo, that my eye cannot follow my pen. 
*^ I therefore receive you into my prayers 
*^ with mine own weary foul, and com- 
** mend myfelf to yours. I doubt not 
** but next week will bring you good 
^ news, for I have either mending or 
** dying on my fide : but if I do con- 
■^' tinue longer thus, I ihall have comfort 
** in this, that my bleffed Saviour in ex- 
'* ercifing his juftioe upon my two worid- 
^^ ly parts, my fortune and my body, re- 
VOL. I. ^ D "ferves 
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" ferves all his mercy for that which 
^^ moft needs it, my foul j which is, I 
*^ doubt, too like a porter, that is very 
*^ often near the gate, and yet goes not 
*^ out. Sir, I profefs to you truly, that 
" my loathnefs to give over writing now 
^^ feems to mylelf a fign that I fhall write 
^^ no more. 

" Your poor friend, and 
Septi 7. *^ God's poor patient^ 

John Donne.*' 

By this you have feen a part of the 
pifture of his narrow fortune, and the 
perplexities of his generous mind; and 
thus it continued with him for about 
two years, all which time his family re- 
mained conftantly at Micham ; ancl to 
which place he often retired himfelf, and 
deflined fome days to a conftant ftudy of 
fome points of controverfy betwixt the 
Englifti and Roman Church, and efpeci- 
ally thofe of fupremacy and allegiance : 
and to that place and fuch ftudies he 
could willingly have wedded himfelf dur- 
ing his life 5 but the earned perfuafion of 

friends 
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friends became at laft to be fo powerful, 
as to caufe the removal of himfelf and fa- 
mily to London, where Sir Robert Drewry, 
a gentleman of a very noble eftate, and a 
more liberal mind, affigned him and his 
wife an ufeful apartment in his own large 
houfe in Drewry-lane, and not only rent 
free, but was alfo acherifher of his ftudies, 
and fuch a friend as fympathized with 
him and his in all their joy and forrows. 

At this time of Mr. Donne's and his 
wife's living in Sir Robert's houfe, the 
Lord Hay was by King James fent upon 
a glorious embafly to the then French 
King, Henry the Fourth; and Sir Robert 
put on a fudden refolution to accompany 
him to the French court, and to be pre- 
fent at his audience there. And Sir Ro- 
bert put on as fudden a refolution to 
fubjefl: Mr. Donne to be his companion ' 
in that journey. And this defire was fud- 
denly made known to his wife, who was 
then with child, and otherwife under 
fo dangerous a habit of body, as to her 
health, that (he profefTed an unwillingnefsi 
to allow him any abfence from her; fay- 
D % ing, 
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ing, Her divining foul boded berfome ill in 
bis abjence\ and therefore defired him 
not to leave her. This made Mr. Donne 
lay afide all thoughts of the journey, and 
really to refolve againft it. But Sir Ro- 
bert became reftlefs in his perfuafions for 
it, and Mr. Donne was fo generous as 
to think he had fold his liberty, when he 
received fo many charitable kindnefles 
from him ; and told his wife fo ; who 
did therefore with an unwilling willing- 
nefs give a faint confent to the journey, 
which was propofed to be but for two 
months ; for about that tinie they deter- 
mined their return. Within a few days 
after this refolve, the AmbaflTador, Sir Ro- 
bert, and Mr. Donne left London, and 
were the twelfth day got all fafe to Paris. 
Two days after their arrival there, Mr. 
Donne was left alone in that room, in 
which Sir Robert, and he, and fome other 
friends 4iad dined together. To this place 
Sir Robert returned within half an hour ; 
and as he left, fo he found, Mr. Donnfe 
alone ; but in fuch an ecftafy, and fo al- 
tered as to his looks, as amazed Sir Ro- 
bert 



DR. JOHN DONNE. 37 

bert to behold him; infomuch that he 
<^me(Uy defired Mr. Donne to declare 
what had befallen him in the fliort time 
of his abfence. To which Mr. Donne 
was not able to make a prefent anfwer : 
but, after a long and perplexed paufe, 
did at laft fay, " I have feen a dreadful 
^^ vifion fince I faw you : 1 have feen my 
^* dear wife pafs twice by me through 
** this room, with her hair hanging about 
^^ her fhoulders, and a dead child in her 
^^ arms :, this I have feen fince I faw 
" you." To which Sir Robert replied, 
^^ Sure, fir, you have flept fince I faw 
*^ you J and this is the refult of fome me- 
" lancholy dream, which I defire you to 
** forget, for you are now awake.'* To 
which Mr. Donne's reply was, " I can- 
" not be furer that I now live, than that 
*^ I have not flept fince I faw you : and I 
^* am as fure, that at her fecond appear- 
" ing flie flopped, and looked me in the 
*^ face, and vanifljed." — Reft and fleep 
had not altered Mr. Donne's opinion the 
next day ; for he then affirmed this vi- 
fion with a more deliberate, and fo con- 
D 3 firmed 
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firmed a confidence, that he inclined Sir 
Robert to a faint belief that the vifion 
was true. — It is truly faid, that defire and 
doubt have no reft; and it proved fo with 
Sir Robert; for he immediately fent a fer- 
vant to Drewry-houfe, with a charge to 
haften back, and bring him word, whether 
Mrs. Donne were alive ; and, if alive, in 
what condition (he was as to her health. — 
The twelfth day the meffenger returned 
with this account — ^That he found and 
left Mrs. Donne very fad, and -fick in her 
bed; and that, after a long and dangerous 
labour, (he had been delivered of a dead 
child. And, upon examination, the ab- 
ortion proved to be the fame day, and 
about the very hour, that Mr. Donne af- 
firmed he faw her pafs by him in his 
chamber. 

This is a relation that will beget fome 
wonder; and it well may, for moft of 
our world are at prefent pofleffed with 
an opinion that vifions and miracles are 
ceafed. And though it is moft certain, 
that two lutes being both ftrung and tuned 
to an equal pitch, and then one played 

upon. 
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iipon, the other, that is not touched, being 
laid upon a table at a fit diftance, will (like 
an echo to a trumpet) warble a faint audi- 
ble harmony in anfwer to the fame tune 5 
yet many will not believe there is any fuch 
thing as a fympathy of fouls : and I am 
well pleafed, that every reader do enjoy 
his own opinion. But if the unbelieving 
will not allow the believing reader of this 
ftory a liberty to believe that it may be 
true, then I wifti him to confider, many 
wife men have believed that the ghoft 
of Julius Caefar did appear to Brutus, and 
that both St. Auftin and Monica his mo- 
ther had vifions in order to his conver- 
fion. And though thefe and many others 
(too many to name) have but the autho- 
rity of human ftory, yet the incredible 
reader may find in the facred ftory % that 
Samuel did aiq)ear to Saul even after his 
death (whether really or not, I under- 
take not to determine) . And Bildad, in 
the Book of Job, fays thefe words ^; ^^ A 
^^ fpirit pafled before my face; the hair of 

• I Sam. xxviii. •> Job iv. 

D 4 *^ my 
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" my head ftood up: fear and trembling 
^* came upon me, and made all my bones 
^^ to fhake." Upon which words I will 
make no comment, but leave them to be 
confidered by the incredulous reader ; to 
whom I win alfo commend this follow- 
ing confideration : that there be many 
pous and learned men, that believe our 
merciful God hath affigned to every man 
a particular guardian angel, to be his con- 
ilant monitor, and to attend him in all 
liis dangers, both of body and foul. And 
the opinion that every man hath his par- 
ticular angel may gain fome authority, 
by the relation of St. Peter's miraculous 
deliverance out of prifon % not by many, 
but by one angel. And this belief may 
yet gain more credit, by the reader's con- 
fidering that when Peter after his enlarge- 
ment knocked at the door of Mary the 
mother of John, and Rode the maid-fer- 
vant, being furprifed with joy that Peter 
was there, did not let him in, but ran in 
hafte, and told the Difciples (who were 

» A£ks xii. 

then 
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then and there met together) that Peter 
was at the door ; and they, not believing 
it, iaid fhe was mad; yet when (he again 
^rmed it, though they then believed it 
not, yet they concluded, and faid. It is bis 
angel. 

More obfervations of this nature, and 
inferences from them, might be made to 
gain the relation a firmer belief: but I 
forbear, left I, that intended to be but a 
relator, may be thought to be an engaged 
perfon for the proving what was related 
to me ; and yet I think myfelf bound to 
declare, that though it was not told me 
by Mr. Donne himfclf, it was told me 
(now long fince) by a perfon of honour, 
and of fuch intimacy with him, that he 
knew more of the fecrets of his foul, than 
any perfon then living : and I think he 
told me the truth ; for it was told with 
fuch circumftances, and fuch afTeveration, 
that (to fay nothing of my oyvn thoughts) 
I verily believe he that told it me did 
himfelf believe it to be true. 

I forbear the reader's farther trouble, 
as to the relation, and what concerns it ; 

and 
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and will conclude mine with commend- 
ing to his view a copy of verfes given 
by Mr. Donne to his wife at the time 
that he then parted from her. And I 
beg leave to tell, that I have heard fome 
critics, learned both in languages and 
poetry, fay, that node of the Greek or 
Latin poets did ever equal them. 

A VALEDICTION, 

FORBIDDING TO MOU&N. 

As virtuous men pafs mildly away. 
And whifper to their fouls to go, 
"Whilft fome of their fad friends do fay. 
The breath goes now, and fome fay no : 

So let us melt, and make no noife ; 
No wind-fighs or tear-floods us move ; 
Twere profanation of our joys. 
To tell the laity our love. 

Movings of th' earth caufe harms and fears ; 
Men reckon what they did or meant : 
But trepidation of the fpheres. 
Though greater far, is innocent. 

Dull fublunary lovers* love 
(Whofe foul is fenfe) cannot admit 
Abfence 5 becaufe that doth remove 
Thofe things that elemented it. 

But 
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But we, by a foul fo much refin'd. 

That our fouls know not what it is, 

Inter-affured ofthe mind, v 

Care not hands, eyes, or lips to mifs. ' 

Our two fouls therefore, which are one. 
Though I muft go, endure not yet 
A breach, but an exp&nfion. 
Like gold to airy thinnels beat. 

If we be two ? we are two fo 
As ftiff twin-compafles are two : 
Thy foul, the fixt foot, makes no fliow 
To move, but does if th*other do. 

And though thine in the center fit. 
Yet, when my other far does roam, 
Thine leans and hearkens after it. 
And grows ere£i as mine comes home. 

Such thou muft be to me, who muft. 
Like th'other foot, obliquely run : 
Thy firmnefs makes my circle juft. 
And me to end where I begun. 

I return from my account of the vifion, 
to tell the reader, that both before Mr. 
Donne's going into France, at his being 
there, and after his return, many of the 
nobility, and others that were powerful 
at court, were watchful and folicitous to 
the King for fome fecular employment 
for him. The King had formerly both 

known 
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known and put a value upon his companyX 
and bad alfo given him fome hopes of a 
ftate-employment ; being always much 
pleafed when Mr. Donne attended him, 
efpecially at bis meals, where there were 
ufually many deep difcourfes of general 
learning, and very often friendly difputes 
or debates of religion betwixt bis Majefty 
and tbofe divines, whofe places required 
their attendance on him at tbofe times ; 
particularly the Dean of the chapel, who 
then was Bifhop Montague (the publiflier 
of the learned and eloquent works of 
his Majefty) and the moft reverend Doc- 
tor Andrews, the* late learned BiAop of 
Winchefter, who was then the King's 
Almoner. 

About this time there grew many dif- 
putes, that concerned the oath of fupre- 
macy and allegiance, in which the King 
had appeared, and engaged himfelf by 
his public writings now extant : and bis 
Majefty difcourfing with Mr. Donne, con- 
cerning many of the reafons which are 
ufually urged againft the taking of tbofe 
oaths, apprehended fuch a validity and 

cleamefs 
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clearnefs in his ftating the queftions, and 
bis anfwers to them, that his Majefty 
eommanded him to beftow fome time in 
drawing the arguments into a method^ 
and then to write his anfwers to them ; 
and, having done that, not to fend, but 
be his own mcflenger, and bring them to 
him. To this he prefently and diligently 
applied himfelf, and within fix weeks 
brought them to him under his owh 
hand-writing, as they be now printed ; 
the book bearing the name of ** Pfeudo- 
** Martyr," printed anno 1610. 

When the King had read and confi- 
d^red that book, he perfuaded Mr. Donne 
to enter into the miniftry; to which at 
that time he was, and appeared, very un- 
willing, apprehending it (fuch was his 
miftaken modefty) to be too weighty for 
his abilities : and though his Majefty hafd 
promifed him a favour, and many perfotis 
of worth mediated with his Majefty for 
fome fecular employment for him^ (to 
which his education had apted him) and 
particularly the Earl of Somerfet, when 
in his greateft height of favour ; who be- 
ing 
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ing then at Theobald's with the King, 
where one of the clerks of the council 
died that night, the Earl polled a meffen- 
ger for Mr. Donne to come to him im- 
mediately, and at Mr. Donne's coming, 
faid, ^^ Mr. Donne, to teftify the reality 
'^ of my aflfeftion, and my purpofe to pre- 
'f fer you, ftay in this garden till I go 
*' up to the King, and bring you word 
** that you are clerk of the council. 
'^ Doubt not my doing this, for I know 
** the King loves you, and know the 
'* King will not deny me." But the King 
gave a pofitive denial to all requefts, and, 
having a difcerning fpirit, replied, " I 
*^ know Mr. Donne is a learned man, 
*^ has the abilities of a learned divine, 
'* and will prove a powerful preacher; 
*' and my defire is to prefer him that 
*^ way, and in that way I will deny 
'^ you nothing for him." After that time, 
as he profeffeth *, " the King defcended 
*' to a perfuafion, almoft to a folicitation, 
^* of him to enter into facred orders :" 

* In his Book of Devotions. 

which 
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which though he then denied not, yet he 
deferred it for alnioft three years. All 
which time he applied himfelf to an in- 
ceflant ftudy of textual Divinity, and to 
the attainment of a greater perfeftion in 
the learned languages, Greek and He- 
brew. 

In the firft and mod bleffed times of 
Chriftianity, when the Clergy were looked 
upon with i^everence, and deferved it, when 
they overcame their oppofers by high ex- 
amples of virtue, by a blefled patience 
and long fufTering ; thofe only were then 
judged worthy the miniftry, whofe quiet 
and meek fpirits did make them look upon 
that facred calling with an humble adora- 
tion and fear tp undertake it ; which in- 
deed requires fuch great degrees of humi- 
lity, and labour, and care, that none but 
fuch were then thought worthy of that 
celeftial dignity ; and fuch only were then 
fought out, and folicited to undertake 
it. This I have mentioned, becaufe for- 
wardnefs and inconfideration could not 
in Mr. Donne, as in many others, be an 
argument of infufficiency or unfitnefs ; for 

he 
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he had conlidered long^ and had many 
ftrifes within himfelf concerning the ftrift- 
'nefs of life and competency of learning 
required in fuch as enter into facred or- 
ders ; and doubtlefs, confidering his own 
demerits, did humbly afk God with St. 
Paul, ** Lord, who is fufficient for thefe 
"things?*' and with meekMofes, "Lord, 
^^ who am I ?" And fure if he had confulted 
with flefli and blood, he had not for thefe 
reafons put his hand to that holy plough. 
But God, who is able to prevail, wreftled 
with him, as the Angel did with Jacob, 
and marked bim\ marked him for his 
own ; marked him with a bleffing, a 
bleflSng of obedience to the motions of 
his bleffed Spirit.' And then, as he had 
formerly aflced God with Mofes, " Who 
** am I ?*' fo now, being infpired with an 
appreheniion of Grod's particular mercy to 
him, in the King*s and others folicita-* 
tions of him, he came to afk King David's 
thankful queftion, ^* Lord, who am I5 that 
*^ thou art fo mindful of me ?" fo mindful 
of me, as to lead me for more than forty 
years through this wildemefs of the many 

tempta- 
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temptations and various turnings of a 
dangerous life 5 fo merciful to me, as to 
move the learnedeft of kings to defcend 
to move me to ferve at the altar 5 fo mer- 
ciful to me, as at laft to move my heart 
to embrace this holy motion. Thy mo- 
tions I will and do embrace : and I now 
fay with the bleffed Virgin, ^' Be it with 
*^ thy fervant asfeemeth beft in thy fight:" 
and fo, bleffed Jefus, I do take the cup of 
falvation, and will call upon thy name, 
and will preach thy (JofpeL 

Such ftrifes as thefe St. Auftin had, 
when St. Ambrofe endeavoured his con- 
verfion to Chriftianity ; with which he 
confeflfeth he acquainted his friend Ali- 
pius. Our learned author (a man fit to 
write after no mean copy) did the like. 
And declaring his intentions to his dear 
friend Dr. King, then Birfiop of London, 
a man famous in his generation, and no 
ftranger to Mr. Donne's abilities, (for 
hehad been chaplain to the Lord Chan- 
cellor, at the time of Mr. Donne's being 
his Lordfliip's fecretary;) that reverend 
man did receive the news with much 

VOL. I. B gladnefs; 
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gladnefs ; and after fome expreffions of 
joy, and a perfuafion to be conftant in 
his pious purpofe, he proceeded with all 
convenient fpeed to ordain him firft dea- 
con, and then prieft not long after. 

Now the Englifti Church had gained 
a fecond St. Auftin, for I think none 
was fo like him before his converfion ; 
none fo like St. Ambrofe after it : and if 
his youth had the infirmities of the one, 
his age had the excellencies of the other ; 
the learning and holinefs of both. 

And now all his (Indies, which bad 
been occafionally difFufed, were all con- 
centred in Divinity. Now he had a new^ 
calling, ney^ thoughts, and a new em- 
ployment for his wit and eloquence. Now 
all his earthly affeSions were changed 
into divine love 5 and all the faculties of 
his own foul were engaged in the con- 
verfion of others; in preaching the glad 
tidings of remiflSon to repenting finners, 
and peace to each troubled foul. To thefe 
he applied himfelf with all care and di* 
ligence : and now fuch a change was 
wrought in him, that he could fay with 

I>aTid, 
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David, *^ O how amiable are thy taber- 
" nacles, O Lord God of Hofts !'' Now he 
declared openly, that ^^ when he required 
** a temporal, God gave him a fpiritual 
" bleffing/* And that *^ he was now 
*' gladder to be a door-keeper in the houfe 
*^ of God, than he could be to enjoy the 
'^ nobleft of all temporal employments/' 

Prefently after he entered into his holy 
profeifion, the King fent for him, and 
made him his chaplain in ordinary, and 
promifed to take a particular care for his 
jweferment. 

And though his long familiarity with 
fcholars and perfons of greateft quality 
was fuch, as might have given fome men 
boldnefs enough to have preached to any 
eminent auditory; yet his modefty in this 
employment was fuch, that he could not 
be perfuaded to it, but went ufually ac- 
companied with fome one friend to preach 
privately in fome village, not far from 
London ; his firft fermon being preached 
at Paddington. This he did, till his Ma- 
jefty fent and appointed him a day to 
preach to bitn at Whitehall ; and though 
s % much 
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much was expeded from hiiti, both by 
his Majefty and others, yet he was fo 
happy (which few are) as to fatisfy and 
exceed their expeSations ; preaching the 
word fo, as (hewed his 6wn heart was 
pofleffed with thofe very thoughts and 
joys that he laboured to diftil into others : 
a preacher in earneft ; weeping fometimes 
for his auditory, fometimes with them ; 
always preaching to hirafelfj like an an- 
gel from a cloud, but in none ; carrying 
fome, as St. Paul was, to heaven in holy 
raptures, and enticing others by a facred 
art and courtfhip to amend their lives : 
here picturing a vice fo as to make it ugly 
to thofe that pra<£tifed it, and a virtue 
fo as to make it beloved even by thofe 
that loved it not; and all this with a 
moil particular grace and an inexpreffible 
addition of comelinefs. 

There may be fome that may incline 
to think (fuch indeed as have not heard 
him) that my affeAion to my friend hath 
tranfported me to an immoderate com- 
mendation of his preaching. If this meets 
with any fuch, let me entreat, though I 

will 
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will omit many, yet that they will re- 
ceive a double witnefs for what I fay; 
it being attefted by a gentleman of worth, 
(Mr. Chidley, a frequent hearer of his 
fermons) in part of a funeral elegy writ 
by him on Dr. Donne ; and is a known 
truth, though it be in verfe. 

Each altar had his fire 

He kept his love, but not his objeft : wit 

He did not banifli, but tranfplanted it ; 

Taught it both time and place, and brought it home 

I'o piety, which it doth beil become. 

For fay, had ever pleafure fuch a drefs I 

Have you feen crimes fo {hap'd, or lovelinefs 

Such as his lips did clothe religion in ? 

Had not reproof a beauty paffing Hn ? 

Corrupted Nature forrow'd that (he flood 

So near the danger of becoming good. 

And when he preachM, (he wifti'd her ears exempt 

From Piety, that had fuch pow*r to tempt. 

How did his facred flattery beguile 

Men to amend ? 

More of this, and more witneffes, might be 
brought ; but I forbear and return. 

That fummer, in the very fame month 

in which he entered into facred orders, and 

was made the King's chaplain, his Majefty 

then going his progrefs, was entreated to 

E 3 receive 
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receive an entert^nment in the Univerfity 
of Cambridge ; and Mr. Donne attend- 
ing his Majefly at that time, his Majefty 
was pleafed to recommend him to the 
Univerfity, to be made Doftor in Divi- 
nity: Dodor Harfnett (after Archbifliop 
of York) was then Vice- Chancellor, who, 
knowing him to be the author of that 
learned book the " Pfeudo-Martyr,'* re- 
quired no other proof of his abilities, but 
propofed it to the Univerfity, who pre- 
fently aflented, and exprefled a gladnefs, 
that they had fuch an occafion to entitle . 
him to be theirs. 

His abilities and indufl:ry in his profef- 
fion were fo eminent, and he fo known 
and fo beloved by perfons of quality, that 
within the firft year of his entering into 
facred orders he had fourteen advowfons 
of feveral benefices prefented to him ; bttt 
they were in the country, and he could 
not leave his beloved London, to which 
place he had a natural inclination, having 
received both his birth and education in 
it, and there contrafted a friendftiip with 
many, whofe converfation multiplied the 

joys 
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jo3rs of his life : but an employment that 
might affix him to that place would be 
welcome, for he needed it. ' 

Immediately after his return from Cam- 
bridge, his wife died, leaving him a man 
of a narrow unfettled eftate, and (having 
buried five) the careful father of feven 
children then living, to whom he gave a 
voluntary affurance, never to bring them 
under the fubjeSion of a ftep-mother ; 
which promife he kept moft faithfully, 
burying with his tears all his earthly 
joys in his moft dear and deferving wife's 
grave, and betook himfelf to a moft re- 
tired and folitary life. 

In this retirednefs, which was often 
from the fight of his deareft friends, he 
became crucified to the ivorldy and all thofe 
vanities, thofe imaginary pleafures, that are 
daily afted on that reftlefs ftage ; and 
they were as perfeftly crucified to him. 
Nor is it hard to think (being paflions 
may be both changed and heightened by 
accidents) but that that abundant affeflion 
which once was betwixt him and her, 
who had long been the delight of his 
E 4 eyes. 
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eyes, and the companion of his youth ; her, 
with whom he had divided fo many plea- 
fant forrows and contented fears, as com- 
mon people are not capable of 5 not hard 
to think but that fhe being now removed 
by death, a commeafurable grief took as 
full a pofTeflion of him as joy had done ; 
and fo indeed it did ; for now his very 
foul was elemented of nothing but fad- 
nefs ; now grief took fo full a poffeflion 
of his heart, as to leave no place for joy ; 
if it did, it was a joy to be alone, where, 
like a pelican in the wildernefs^ he might 
bemoan himfelf without witnefs or re- 
ilraint, and pour forth his paffions like 
Job in the days of his afBidion : " Oh 
" that I might have the defire of my 
'^ heart ! Oh that God would grant the 
*^ thing that I long for!" For then, as the 
grave is become her houfe, fo I would haflen 
to make it mine alfo ; that we two might 
there male our beds together in the dark. 
Thus, as the Ifraelites fat mourning by 
the rivers of Babylon, when they remem- 
bered Sion ; fo he gave fome eafe to his 
opprefled heart by thus venting his for- 
rows : 
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TOWS : thus he began the day, and ended 
the night; ended thejeftlefs night and 
began the weary day in lamentations. 
And thus he continued till a confideration 
of his new engagements to God, and St. 
Paul's ^^ Wo is me, if I preach not the 
*^ Gofpel," difperfed thofe fad clouds that 
had then benighted his hopes, and now 
forced him to behold the light. 

His firft motion from his houfe was to 
preach where his beloved wife lay buried, 
(in St. Clement's Church, near Temple- 
Bar, London,) and his text was a part of 
the Prophet Jeremy's Lamentation : ^^ Lo, 
•* I am the man that have feen affliftion." 

And indeed \m very words and looks 
teftified him to be truly fuch a man ; and 
they, with the addition of his fighs and 
tears, exprefled in his fermon, did fo work 
upon the affeftions of his hearers, as melt- 
ed and moulded them into a companion- 
able fadnefs; and fo they left the congre- 
gation ; but then their houfea prefented 
them with objects of diverfion, and his 
prefented him with nothing but frefli ob- 
jefts of forrow, in beholding many help- 

leis 



58 THE LIFE OF 

lefs children, a narrow fortune, and a con- 
fideration of the many cares and cafualties 
that attend their education. 

In this time of fadnefs he was import 
tuned by the grave Benchers of Lincoln's 
Inn (who were once the companions and 
fiiends of his youth) to accept of their 
leAure, which, by reafon of Dr. Gataker's 
removal from thence, was then void ; of 
which be accepted, being mod glad to re- 
new his intermitted friendftiip with thofe 
whom he fo much loved, and where he 
had been a Saul, (though not to perfecute 
Chriflianity, or to deride it, yet in his 
irregular youth to negle£t the vifible 
praftice of it,) there to become a Paul, 
and preach falvation to his beloved bre- 
thren. 

And now his life was as a Jhtntng 
light among his old friends ; now he 
gave an ocular teftimony of the ftriSnefs 
and regularity of it 5 now he might fay, 
as St. Paul advifeth his Corinthians, '^ Be 
'^ ye followers of me, as I follow Chrift, 
** and walk as ye have mefor an example;'* 
not the example of a bufy-body, but of 

a con- 
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a contemplative, a harmlefs, an humble^ 
and an holy life and converfation. 

The love of that noble fociety was ex- 
preffed to him many ways ; for, befides 
fair lodgings that were fet apart and newly 
ftimiflied for him, with all neceflaries, 
other courtefies were alfo daily added 5 
indeed fo many, and fo freely, as if they 
meant their gratitude fhould exceed his 
merits : and in this love-ftrife of defert 
and liberality they continued for the fpace 
of two years, he preaching faithfully ^d 
conftantly to them, and they liberally re- 
quiting him. About which time the 
Emperor of Germany died, and the Palf- 
grave, who had lately married the Lady 
Elizabeth, the King's only daughter, was 
elefted and crowned King of Bohemia, 
the unhappy beginning of many mif'eries 
in that nation. 

King James, whofe motto {Beaii pacifici) 
did truly fpeak the very thoughts of his 
heart, endeavoured firft to prevent, and 
after to compofe, the difcords of that dif- ' 
compofed ftate; and, amongft other his 
endeavours, did then fend the Lord Hay, 

Earl 
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Earl of Doncafter, his ambaflador to thofe 
unfettled Princes; and, by a fpecial com- 
mand from^ his Majefty, Dr. Donne was 
appointed to affift and attend that employ- 
ment to the Princes of the Union; for 
which the Earl was moft glad, who had 
always put a great value on him, and 
taken a great pleafure in his converfatioir 
and difcourfe: and his friends of Lincoln's 
Inn were as glad; for they feared that 
his immoderate ftudy, and fadnefs for his 
wife's death, would, as Jacob faid, make 
bis days few, and refpe£ting his bodily 
health, evil too; and of this there were 
many vifible figns. 

At his going, he left his friends of Lin- 
coln's Inn, and they him, with many re- 
ludlations ; for though he could not fay 
as St. Paul to his Ephefians, ^^ Behold, 
*^ you, to whom I have preached the king- 
*^ dom of God, fhall from henceforth fee 
" my face no more ;" yet he believing 
himfelf to be in a confumption, queftion- 
ed, and they feared h; all concluding 
that his troubled mind, with the help of 
his unintermitted ftudies, haftened the de- 
cays 
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cays of his weak body. But God, who 
is the God of all wifdom and goodnefs, 
turned it to the beft; for this employ- 
ment (to fay nothing of the event of it) 
did not only divert him from thofe too 
ferious Audies and fad thoughts, but feem*- 
ed to give him a new life, by a true occa- 
fion of joy, to be an eye-witnefs of th6 
health of his mod dear and moft honoured 
Miftrefs, the Queen of Bohemia, in a fo^ 
reign nation ; and to be a witnefs of that 
gladnefs which ihe exfareffed to fee him 5 
who, having formerly known him a cour- 
tier, was much joyed to fee him in a ca- 
nonical habit, and more glad to be an 
ear-witnefs of his excellent and powerful 
preaching. 

About fourteen months after his de- 
parture out of England, he returned to 
his friends of Lincoln's Inn, with his for- 
rows moderated, and his health improved; 
and there betook himfelf to his conftant 
courfe of preaching. 

About a year after his return out of 
Germany, Dr. Carey was made BiAop of 
Exeter, and by his removal the deanery 

of 
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of St. Patil's being vacant, the King fent 
to Dr. Donne, and appointed him to at- 
tend him at dinner the next day. When 
his Majefty was fat down, before he had 
eat any meat, he faid after his pleafant 
manner, " Dr. Donne, I have invited you 
** to dinner ; and though you fit not 
*^ down with me, yet I will carve to you 
*^ of a difli that I know you love well ; 
*^ for knowing you love London, I do 
*^ therefore make you Dean of Paul's ; 
*^ and when I have dined, then do you 
•^ take your beloved difti home to your 
*' ftudy, fay grace there to yourfelf, and 
*^ much good may it do you." 

Immediately after he came to his dean- 
ery, he employed workmen to repair and 
beautify the chapel 5 fuffering, as holy 
David once vowed, '* his eyes and tem- 
*^ pies to take no reft, till he had firit 
^ beautified the houfe of God." 

The next quarter following, when his 
father-in-law. Sir Greorge Moor, (whom 
time had made a lover and admirer of 
him) came to pay to him the conditioned 
fum of twenty pounds^ he refufed to re- 
ceive 
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ceive it, and faid (as good Jacob did, 
when he heard his beloved fon Jofeph 
was alive) ^* // is encugb : You have been 
^^ kind to me and mine : I know your 
** prefent condition is fuch as not to a- 
'^ bound, and I hope mine is or will be 
^' fuch as not to need it. I will therefore 
*^ receive no more from you upon that 
^^ contraft;" and in teftimony of it freely 
gave him up his bond. 

Immediatdy after his admiilion into his 
deanery, the vicarage of St. Dunftan in 
the Weft, London, fell to him by the 
death of Dr. White, the advowfon of it 
having been given to him long before by 
his honourable friend Richard Earl of 
Dorfet, then the patron, and confirmed by 
his brother the late deceafed Edward, both 
of them men of much honour. 

By thefe, and another ecclefiaftical en- 
dowment which fell to him about the 
fame time, given to him formerly by the 
Earl of Kent, he was enabled to become 
charitable to the poor, and kind to his 
friends, and to make fuch provifion for 
bis children, that they were not left fcan- 

dalous. 
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daloud^ as relating to their or his profef- 
fion and quality. 

The next parliament, whidh was with- 
in that prefent year, be wa? cbofen Pro- 
locutor to the Convocation, and about 
that time was appointed by his Majefty, 
his moft gracious matter, to preach very 
many occafional fermons, as at St. Paul's 
Crofs, and other places. All which em- 
ployments he performed to the admiration 
of the reprefentative body of the whole 
clergy of this nation • 

He was once, and but once, clouded 
with the King's difpleafure, and it was 
about this time ; which was occafioned by 
fome malicious whifperer, who had told 
his Majefty that Dr. Donne had put on 
the general humour of the pulpits, and 
was become bufy in iniinuating a fear of 
the King's inclining to Popery, and a dif- 
like of his government; and particularly for 
the King's then turning the evening lec- 
tures into catechifing, and expounding 
the Prayer of our ILord, and of the Belief, 
and Commandments. His Majefty was 
the more inclin^le to believe this, for 

that 
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that a perfon of nobility and great note, 
betwixt whom and Dr. Donne there had 
been a great friendfliip, was at this very- 
time difcarded the court, (I (hall forbear 
his name, unlefs I had a fairer occafion) 
and juftly committed to prifon; which be- 
got many rumours in the common peo- 
ple, who in this nation think they are not 
wife, unlefs they be bufy about what they 
underftand not, and efpecially about re- 
ligion. 

The King received this news with fo 
much difcontent and reftleflnefs, that he 
would not fuffer the fun to fet and leave 
him under this doubt ; but fent for Dr. 
Donne,, and rdljuired his anfwer to the 
accufation ; which was fo clear and fatif- 
faftory, that the King faid, ** he was right 
** glad he reded no longer under the fuf- 
*^ picion/' When the King had faid this. 
Dr. Donne kneeled down, and thanked 
his Majefty, and protefted his anfwer was 
faithful, and free from all collufion, and 
therefore " defired that he might not rife, 
i* till, as in like cafes he always had fix>m 
" God, fo he might have from his Ma- 
VOL. I. F "jefty. 
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*'»jefty, fome affurance that he ftood clear 
" and fair in his opinion/' At which the 
King raifed him from his knees with his 
own hands, and ^^ protefted he believed 
*^ him ; and that he knew he was an ho- 
*^ neft man, and doubted not but that he 
^^ loved him truly." And, having thus 
difmifled him, he called fome lords of his 
council into his chamber, and faid with 
much earneftnefs, " My Doftor is an ho- 
^' neft man ; and, my Lords, I was never 
^' better fatisfied with an anfwer than he 
*^ hath now made me 5 and I always re- 
" joice when I think that by my means 
*^ he became a divine." 

He was made Dean in <he fiftieth year 
of his age ; and in his fifty-fourth year a 
dangerous ficknefs feized hini, which in- 
clined him to a confumption : but God, 
as Job thankfully acknowledged, ^^ pre- 
^< ferved his fpirit," and kept his intelr 
leduals as clear and perfeft, as when that 
ficknefs firft feized his body ; but It con- 
tinued long, and threatened him with 
death, which he dreaded not. 

In this diftemper of body, his dear friend. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Henry King, (then chief Refidentiary 
of that church, and late Bifhop of Chi- 
chefter) a man generally known by the 
clergy of this nation, and as generally 
noted for his obliging nature, vifited him 
daily; and obferving that his ficknefs ren- 
dered his recovery doubtful, he chofe a 
feafonable time to fpeak to him to this 
purpofe: 

^^ Mr. Dean, I am by your favour no 
'^ ftranger to your temporal eftate, and 
'^ you are no ftranger to the offer lately 
^* made us, for the renewing a leafe of 
^^ the beft prebend's corps belonging to 
^^ our church ; and you know it was de- 
'^ nied, for that our tenant being very 
^' rich, offered to fine at fo low a rate as 
^^ held not proportion with his advantages : 
'* but I will either raife him to an higher 
'^ fum, or procure that the other refiden- 
*^ tiaries fliall join to accept of what was 
^^ offered : one of thefe I can and will by 
^^ your favour do without delay, and with- 
*^ out any trouble either to your body or 
*^ mind. I befeech you to accept of my 
** offer, for I know it will be a confidera- 
TO, ^^ ble 
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*^ ble addition to your prefent eftate, 
" which I know needs it/' 

To this, after a (hort paufe, and raifing 
himfelf upon his bed, he made this reply: 

" My moft dear friend, I moft humbly 
*^ thank you for your many favours, and 
^^ this in particular ; but in my prefent 
** condition I fliall not accept of your 
'^ propofal ; for doubtlefs there is fuch a 
" fin as facrilege ; if there were not, it 
^' could not have a name in Scripture : 
*^ and the primitive clergy were watchful 
^^ againft all appearances of that evil ; and 
*' indeed then all Chriftians looked upon 
*' it with horror and deteftation, judging 
*^ it to be even an open defiance of the poiu^ 
** er and providence of Almighty God^ and 
^* a fad prefage of a declining religion. But 
*^ inftead of fuch Chriftians, who had fe- 
'* le£ted times fet apart to faft and pray 
^^ to God, for a pious clergy, which they 
^* then did obey, our times abound with 
*^ men that are bufy and litigious about 
** trifles and church -ceremonies, and yet 
** fo far from fcrupling facrilege, that 
^^ they make not fo much as a query what 

^*it 
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** it is : but I thank God I have ; and 
** dare not now upon my fick bed, when 
'^ Almighty God hath made me ufelefs 
'^ to the fervice of the church, make any 
*^ advantages out of it. But if he (haJl 
'^ again reftore me to fuch a degree of 
*' health, as agedn to ferve at his altar, I 
'^ fliall then gladly take the reward which 
*^ the bountiful benefaftors of this church 
*' have defigned me ; for God knows my 
'* children and relations will need it : in 
^^ which number my mother (whofe cre- 
" dulity and charity has contrafted a very 
** plentiful to a very narrow eftate) muft 
*^ not be forgotten. But, Dr. King, if I 
*^ recover not, that little worldly eftate 
*' that I fliall leave behind me (that very 
^^ little, when divided into eight parts) 
*^ muft, if you deny me not fo charitable 
'^ a favour, fall into your hands, as my 
** moft faithful friend and executor ; of 
** whofe care and juftice I make no more 
*^ doubt, than of God's bleffing on that . 
^^ which I have confcientioufly coUefted 
^^ for them j but it fliall not be augment- 
F 3 *^ ed 
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^' ed on my fick-bed 5 and this I declare 
*^ to be my unalterable refolution/' 

The reply to this was only a promife 
to obferve his requeft. 

Within a few days his diftempers abat- 
ed ; and as his ftrength increafed, fo did 
his thankfulnels to Almighty God, tefti- 
fied in his mod excellent Book of Devo- 
tions, which he publifhed at his recovery; 
in which the reader may fee the mod fe- 
cret thoughts that then poflefTed his foul 
paraphrafed and made public; a book, 
that may not unfitly be called a Sacred 
Figure of Spiritual Ecftq/ies, occafioned 
and appliable to the emergencies of that 
ficknefs ; which book, being a compofi- 
tion of meditations, difquifitions,and pray- 
ers, he writ on his fick-bed ; herein imi- 
tating the holy Patriarchs, who were wont 
to build their altars in that place where 
they had received their bleflSngs. 

This ficknefs brought him fo near to 
the gates of death, and he faw the grave 
fo ready to devour him, that he would 
often fay, his recovery was fupematural : 

but 
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but that God that then reftored his health 
continued it to him till the fifty-ninth 
year of his life; and then, in Auguft 1630, 
being with his eldeft daughter, Mrs. Har- 
vy, at Abury Hatch in Eflex, he there 
fell into a fever, which with the help of 
his conftant infirmity (vapours from the 
Ipleen) haftened him into fo vifible a con- 
fumption, that his beholders might fay, 
as St. Paul of himfelf, " He dies daily;" 
and he might fay with Job, '^ My welfare 
** pafleth away as a cloud, the days of my 
^^ affli£tion have taken hold of me, and 
^^ weary nights are appointed for me." 

Reader, this ficknefs continued long, 
not only weakening, but wearying him 
fo much, that my defire is, he may now 
take fome reft ; and that before I fpeak of 
his death, thou wilt not think it an im- 
pertinent digrelfion to look back with me 
upon fome obfervations of his life, which, 
whilft a gentle fl umber gives reft to his 
fpirits, may, I hope, not unfitly exercife 
thy confideration. 

F 4 His 
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His marriage was the remarkable error 
of his life — an error, which, though he* 
had a wit able ahd very apt to mwntain 
paradoxes, yet he was very far from jufti- 
fying it ; and though his wife's compe- 
tent years, and other reafons, might be 
juftly urged to moderate fevere cenfures, 
yet he would occafionally condemn him- 
felf for it ; and doubtlefs it had been at- 
tended with an heavy repentance, if God 
had not blefled them with fo mutual and 
cordial affeftions, as in the midft of their 
fufFerings made their bread of forrow tafte 
more pleafantly than the banquets of dull 
and low-fpirited people. 

The recreations of his youth were po- 
etry, in which he was fo happy, as if Na- 
ture and all her varieties had been made 
only to exercife his (harp wit and high 
fancy; and in thofe pieces which were 
facetioufly compofed and carelefsly fcat- 
tered (moft of them being written before 
the twentieth year of his age) it may ap- 
pear by his choice metaphors, that both 
Nature and all the Arts joined to aflift him 
with their utmoft ikill. 

It 



DR. JOHN DONNE. 73 

It 13 a truth, that in his penitential years, 
viewing feme of thofe pieces that had been 
loofely (God knows too loofely) fcattered 
in his youth, he wiflied they had been 
abortive, or fo fliort-lived that bis own 
eyes had witnefled their funerals : but, 
though he was no friend to them, he was 
not fo fallen out with heavenlji poetry, as 
to forfake that ; no, not in his declining 
age ; witnefled then by many divine fon- 
nets, and other high, holy, and harmo- 
nious compofures : yea, even on his for- 
mer fick-bed he wrote this heavenly 
hyipn, exprefling the great joy that then 
poflefled his foul, in the aflurance of God's 
favour to him when he compofed it : 

AN HYMN 
TO GOD THE FATHER. 

Wilt thou forgive that fin where 1 begun. 
Which was my fin, though it were done before ? 

"Wilt thou forgive that fin through which I ran. 
And do ran ftill, though ftill I do deplore ? 
When thou haft done, thou haft not done. 
For I have more. 

Wilt thou forgive that fin, which 1 have won 
Others to fin, and made my fin their door ? 

Wilt 
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Wilt thou*forgive that (in which I did (hun 
A year or two, but wallow'd in a fcore ? 
When thou haft done, thou haft not done. 
For I have more. 

I have a iin of fear, that when I've fpun 
My laft thread, I (hall peri(h on the (hore ; 

But fwear by thyielf, that at my death thy Son 
Shall (hine as he (bines now, and heretofore ; 
And having done that, thou haft done, 
♦ I fear no more. 

I have the rather mentioned this hymn, 
for that he caufed it to be fet to a moft 
grave and folemn tune, and to be often 
fung to the organ by the chorifters of St. 
PauPs Church, in his own hearing; efpe- 
cially at the evening fervice ; and at his 
return from his cuftomary devotions in 
that place, did occafionally fay to a friend, 
^^ The words of this hymn have reftored 
'^ to me the fame thoughts of joy that 
*^ poflbfled my foul in my ficknefs, when 
" I compofed it. And, O the power of 
'^ church-mufic ! that harmony added to 
^^ this hymn has raifed the affeftions of 
^^ my heart, and quickened my graces of 
" zeal and gratitude ; and I obferve that 
*^ I always return from paying this pub- 

"lic 
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*^ lie duty of prayer and praife to God, 
*^ with an unexpreffible tranquillity of 
*^ mind, and a willingnefs to leave the 
" world/' 

After this manner did the difciples of 
our Saviour, and the beft of Chriftians in 
thofe ages of the Church neareft to his 
time, offer their praifes to Almighty God. 
And the reader of St. Auguftine's life may 
there find, that towards his diffolution 
he wept abundantly, that the enemies of 
Chriftianity had broke in upon them, and 
profaned and ruined their fanftuaries, and 
becaufe their public hymns and lauds were 
loft out of their churches. And after this 
manner have many devout fouls lifted up 
their hands, and offered acceptable liacri- 
fices unto Almighty God, where Dr. 
Donne offered his, and now lies buried. 
*^ But now, O Lord, how is that place 
*^ become defolate !*' — Anno 1656. 

Before I proceed further, I think fit to 
inform the reader, that not long before his 
death he caufed to be drawn a figure of 
the body of Chrift extended upon an an- 
chor, like thofe which painters draw 

when 



76 THE LIFE OF 

when they would prefent us with the pic- 
ture of Chrift crucified on the crofs ; his 
varying no otherwife than to affix him not 
to a crofs, but to an anchor (the emblem 
of hope) ; this he caufed to be drawn in 
little, and then many of thofe figures thus 
drawn to be engraven very fmall in Heli- 
tropian ftones, and fet in gold ; and of 
thefe he fent to many of his deareft friends, 
to be ufed as feals, or rings, and kept as 
memorials of him, and of his affection to 
them. 

His dear friends and benefaftors. Sir 
Henry Goodier, and vSir Robert Drewry, 
could not be of that number ; nor could 
the Lady Magdalen Herbert, the mother 
of George Herbert, for they had put oflF 
mortality, and taken poffeffion of the 
grave before him : but Sir Henry Woot- 
ton, and Dr. Hall, the then late deceafed 
Bifhop of Norwich, were; and fo were 
Dr. Duppa, Bifliop of Salifbury, and Dr. 
Henry King, Bifhop of Chichefter (lately 
deceased) ; men, in whom there was fuch 
a commixture of general learning, of na- 
tural eloquence,* and Chriftian humility, 

that 
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that they deferve a commemoration by a 
pen equal to their own^ which none have 
exceeded* 

And in this enumeration of his friends, 
though many muft be omitted, yet that 
man of primitive piety, Mr. George Her- 
bert, may not: I mean that CJeorge Her- 
bert, who was the author of *^ The Tem- 
*' pie, or Sacred Poems and Ejaculations :" 
a book, in which, by declaring his own 
fpiritual conflifts, he hath comforted and 
raifed many a dejefted and difcompofed 
foul, and charmed them into fweet and 
quiet thoughts 5 a book, by the frequent 
reading whereof, and the affiftance of that 
Spirit that feemed to infpire the autlior, 
the reader may attain habits of peace and 
piety, and all the gifts of the Holy Ghoft 
and Heaven ; and may, by ftill reading, ftill 
keep thofe facred fires burning upon the 
altar of fo pure a heart, as fliall free it 
from the anxieties of this world, and keep 
it fixed upon things that are above. Be- 
twixt this George Herbert and Dr. Donne 
there was a long and dear friendfliip, made 
up by fuch a fympathy of inclinations, 

that 
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that they coveted and joyed to be in each 
other's company ; and this happy friend- 
fhip was ftill maintained by many facred 
endearments; of which that which fol- 
loweth may be fome teftimony. 

TO MR. GEORGE HERBERT^ 

SENT HIM WITH ONE OP MY SEALS OF THE 
ANCHOR AND CHRIST. 

AJheaf of fnaket ufed heretofore to he my fealy which is the 
crefi of our poor family » 

Qui prius afluetus ferpentum £dce tabellas 
Signare, haec noftrse f3rmbola parva domus 
Adfcitus domui domini. 

Adopted in God's fomily, and fo 
My old coat loft, into new arms I go. 
The crofs my feal in baptifm fpread below. 
Does by that form into an anchor grow. 
Croffes grow anchors, bear as thou (hould'ft do 
Thy crofs, and that crofs grows an anchor too. 
But he that makes our croffes anchors thus. 
Is Chrift, who there is crucified for us. 
Yet with this I may my firft ferpents hold : 
(God gives new bleffings, and yet leaves the old) 
The ferpent may, as wife, my pattern be ; 
My poifon, as he feeds on duft, that's me. 
And, as he rounds the earth to murder, fure 
He is my death ; but on the crofs my cure. 
Crucify nature then ; and then implore 
All grace from him, crucified there before. 

When 
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When all is crofs, and that cfofs anchor grown. 

This feal's a catechifm, not a feal alone. 

Under that little feal great gifts I fend. 

Both works and pray'rs, pawns and fruits of a friend. 

O may that faint that rides on our great feal. 

To you that bear his name large bounty deal. 

JOHN DONNE* 



IN SACRAM ANCHORAM PISCATORIS^ 

GEORGE HERBERT. 

Quod Crux nequibat fixa clavique additi, 
Tenere Chriftum fcilicet ne afcenderet 
Tuive Chriftum 

Although the crofs could not Chrift here detain. 
When nail'd unto't, but he afcends again ; 
Nor yet thy eloquence here keep him ftill. 
But only whilft thou fpeak'ft — this anchor will : 
Nor canft thou be content, unlefs thou to 
This certain anchor add a feal, and fo 
The water and the earth both unta thee 
Do owe the fymbol of their certainty. 
Let the world reel, we and all ours ftand fure. 
This holy cable *s from all ftorms fecurc. 

GEORGE HERBERT. 

I return to tell the reader, that, befides 
thefe verfes to his dear Mr. Herbert, and 
that hymn that I mentioned to be fung in 

the 
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the Quire of St. Paul's Church, he did 
alfo (horten and beguile many fad hours 
by compofing other facred ditties; and he 
writ an hymn on his death-bed, which 
bears this title : 

AN HYMN TO GOD MY GOD, 

IN MY SICKNESS, MARCH 23, 1630. 

Since I am coming to that holy room. 
Where with thy qunre of faints for evermore 
I (hall be made thy muiic, as I come 
I tune my inftrument here at the door. 
And, what I muil do then, think here before. 

Since my ph}r{icians by their loves are grown 
Cofmographers ; and I their map, who lye 
Flat on this bed 

So, in his purple wrapt, receive me. Lord ! 

By thefe his thorns give me his other crown : 

And, as to other fouls I preach*d thy word. 

Be this my text, my fermon to mine own. 

** That he may raifc, therefore the Lord throws down.** 

If thefe fall under the cenfure of a foul, 
whofe too much mixture with earth makes 
it unfit to judge of thefe high raptures and 
illuminations, let him know, that many 

holy 
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holy and devout men have thought the 
foul of Pradentius to be mod refined, 
when not many days before his death 
^* he charged it to prefent his Grod each 
^* morning and evening with a new and 
^^ fpiritual fong;" juftified by the exam- 
ple of King David and the good King 
Hezekiah, who upon the renovation of 
his years paid hiai thankful vows to Al- 
mighty God in a royal hymn, which he 
concludes in thefe words; ** The Lord 
^^ was ready to fave ; therefore I will fing ' 
^^ my fongs to the (hinged inftruments all 
*^ the days of my life in the* temple of 
«^ my God." 

The latter part of his life may be laid to 
be a continued ftudy ; for as he ufually 
preached once a week, if not oftener, fo 
after his fermon he never gave his eyes 
. reft, till he had chofen out a new text, 
and that night caft his fermon into a form, 
and his text into divifions ; and the next 
day betook himfelf to confult the fathers, 
and fo commit his meditations to his 
memory, which was excellent. But upon 
Saturday he ufually gave himfelf and his 

VOL. I. G mind 
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mind a reft from the weary burthen of his 
week's meditations, and ufually fpent that 
day in vifitation of friends, or fome other 
diverfions of his thoughts; and would fay, 
that ^^ he gave both his body and mind 
*^ that refrefhment, that he might be en- 
'^ abled to do the work of the day foUow- 
** ing, not faintly, but with courage and 
'' cheerfulnefs." 

Nor was his age only fo induftrious, 
but in the moft unfettled days of his 
youth his bed was not able to detain him 
beyond the hour of four in a morning ; 
and it was no common bulinefs that drew 
him out of his chamber till paft ten: 
all which time was employed in ftudy ; 
though he took great liberty after it. 
And if this feem ftrange, it may gain a 
belief by the vifible fruits of his labours ; 
fome of which remain as teftimoniee of 
what is here written ; for he left the re- 
fultance of 1400 authors, moft of them 
abridged and analyfed with his own hand : 
he left alfo fix fcore of his fermons, all 
written with his own hand 5 alfo an ex- 
%ft and laborious treatife concerning felf- 

murder^ 
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murder, called Biatbanatos ; wherein all 
the laws violated by that a£l are diligently 
furveyed, and judicioufly cenfured : a trea- 
tise written in his younger days, which 
alone might declare him then not only 
perfeft in the civil and canon law, but in 
many other fuch ftudies and arguments, 
as enter not into the confideration of many 
that labour to be thought great clerks, 
and pretend to know all things. 

Nor were thefe only found in his ftudy, 
but all bufineffes that paffed of any public 
confequence, either in this or any of our 
neighbour-nations, he abbreviated either 
in -Latin, or in the language of that na- 
tion, and kept them by him for ufeful 
memorials. So he did the copies of divers 
letters and cafes of confcience that had 
concerned his friends, with his obferva- 
tions and folutions of them ; and divers 
other bufineffes of importance, all particu- 
lariy and methodically digefted by him- 
felf. 

He did prepare to leave the world be- 

fi>re life left him, making his will when 

BO faculty of his foul was damped or made 

G 3 de- 
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defeAive by pain or ficknefsjor he furprifed 
by a fudden appreheniion of death ; but 
it was made with mature deliberation, 
expreffing himfelf an impartial father j .by 
making his children's portions equal 5 and 
a lover of his friends, whom he remem- 
bered with legacies fitly and difcreetly 
chofen and bequeathed. I cannot forbear 
a nomination of fome of them ; for me-i- 
thinks they be perfons that feem to chal* 
lenge a recordation in this place; as 
namely, to his brother-in-law, Sir Tho- 
mas Grimes, he gave that ftriking clock, 
which he had long worn in his pocket ; 
to his dear friend and executor. Dr. King, 
(late Bifhop of Chichefter) that model of 
gold .of the Synod of Dort, with which 
the States preiented him at his laft being 
at the Hague ; and the two pictures of 
Padre Paolo and Fulgentio, men of his 
acquaintance when he travelled Italy, and 
of great note in that nation for their re- 
markable learning. — To his ancient friend 
Dr: Brook, (that married him) Matter of 
Trinity College in Cambridge, he gave 
the picture of the blefled Virgin and Jo* 

feph. 
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feph. — ^To Dr. WinnifF (who fucceeded 
him in the deanery) he gave a pifture 
called the " Skeleton."— To the fucceed- 
ing Dean, who was not then known, he 
gave many neceflaries of worth, and ufe- 
fiil for his houfe; and alfo feveral pi^iures 
and ornaments for the chapel, with a de» 
fire that they might be regiftered, and re- 
main as a legacy to his fucceflbrs.r-«-To 
the Earls of Dorfet and Carlifle he gave 
feveral piftures 5 and fo he did to many 
other friends; legacies, given rather to 
eiprefs his affeftion, than to make any 
addition to their eftates. But unto the 
poor he was full of charity, and unto many 
others, who by his conftant and long 
continued bounty might entitle them- 
felves to be his alms-people : for all thefe 
he made provifion, and fo largely, as, 
having then fix children living, might to 
fome appear «iore than proportionable to 
his eftate. I forbear to mention any more, 
left iJie reader may think I trefpafs upon 
his patience : but I will beg his favour, 
to prefent him with the beginning and 
end of his will. 

03 In 
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In the name of the blejfed and glorious 
Trinity y Amen, IJobn Donne^ by the mercy 
of Chriji JefuSj and by the calling of the 
Church of England, Priejiy being at this 
time in good health and perfeS underfland" 
ing, {praifed be God therefore) do hereby 
make my lajt Will and Tejiament, in man^ 
ner and form following : 

Fir/ly I give my gracious God an entire 
facrifice of body and foul , with my mofl hum^ 
ble thanks for that ajjurance which his blejfed 
Spirit imprints in me now of the falvation of 
the one, and the refurreBion of the other', 
and for that conjlant and cheerful refolution, 
which the fame Spirit hath ejiablijhed in me, 
to live and die, in the religion nozu profejfed 
in the Church of England. In expectation 
of that refurrediion, I dejire my body may be 
buried {in the mojl private manner that may 
be) in that place of St, Paul's Church, 
London, that the now rejidentiaries have at 
my requeji dejigned for that purpofe, ^c. 
And this my lajl Will and Tejiament, 
made in the fear of God, {whofe mercy I 
humbly beg, and conftantly rely upon in Jefus 
Chrift) and in perfe6i love and charity with 

all 
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all the world [whofe pardon 1 ajkj from the 
loweft of my fervants, to the btgbejl of my 
fttferiors) written all with my own handy 
and my name fubfcrtbed to every pctg^y of 
which there are five in number. 
Sealed December 13, 1630. 

Nor was this blefled facrifice of charity 
exprefled only at his death, but in his life 
alfo, by a cheerful and frequent vifitation 
of any friend whofe mind was dejeded, 
or his fortune neceffitous ; he was inqui- 
fitive after the wants of prifoners, and re- 
deemed many from prifon, that lay for 
their fees or fmall debts ; be was a con- 
tinual giver to poor fcholars, both of this 
and foreign nations. Beiides what he 
gave with his own hand, he ufually fent 
a fervant, or a difcreet and trufty friend, 
to diftribute his charity to all the prifons 
in London, at all the feftival times of the 
year, efpecially at the. lurth and refurrec- 
tion of our Saviour. He gave an hundred 
pounds at one time to an old friend, whom 
he had known live plentifully, and by a 
too liberal heart and careleflhds became 
G 4 decayed 
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decayed in his eftate 5 and when the re- 
ceiving of it was denied, by the gentle- 
man laying, <^ He wanted not;" — ^for the 
reader may note, that as there be fome 
fpirits fo generous as to labour to conceal 
and endure a fad poverty, rather than ex- 
pofe themfelves to thofe blufties that at- 
tend the confeffion of it; fo there be 
others, to whom nature and grace have 
afforded fuch fweet and companionate 
fouls, as to pity and prevent the diftrefles 
of mankind;* which I have mentioned be- 
caufe of Dr. Donne's reply, whofe anfwer 
was ; *^ I know you want not what will 
^* fudain nature ; for a little will do that: 
^* but my defire is, that you, who in the 
^ days of your plenty have cheered and 
^* raUed the hearts of fo many of your 
** dejeAed friends, would now receive this 
*^ from me, and ufe it as a cordial for the 
** cheering of your own ;" and upon thefe 
terms it was received. He was an happy 
reconciler of many differences in the fa- 
milies of his friends and kindred, (which 
he never undertook faintly ; for fuch un- 
dertakings have ufually faint effe&s) and 

they 
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tbcy had fuch a faith in his judgment and 
impartiality, that he never advifed them 
to any thing in vain. He was even to her 
death a mod dutiful fon to his mother, 
careful to provide for her fupportation, of 
whiph flie had been deftitute, but that 
God raifed him up to prevent l^r neceffi- 
tiee ; who having fucked in the religion 
of the Roman Church with her mother's 
milk, fpent her eftate in foreign countries, 
to enjoy a liberty in it, and died in his 
houfe but three months before him. 

And to the end it may appear how juft 
a fteward he was of his Lord and Mafter's 
revenue, I have thought fit to let the read- 
er know, that after his entrance into his 
deanery, as he numbered his years, he (at 
the foot of a private account, to which 
God and his angels were only witneffes 
with him) computed firft his revenue, then 
what wa* given to the poor, and other 
pious ufes ; and laftly, what refted for him 
and his ; and having done that, he then 
bleffed each year's poor remainder with a 
thankful prayer; which, for that they 
difcover a more than common devotion, 

the 
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the reader (hall partake foaie of them in 
his own words : ^ 

** So all i^ that remains this year 

** Deo Opt. Max. benigno 
** Largitori, a me, et ab iis 
*' Quibus haec a me refervantur, 
" Gloria et gratia in aetemum. 
•« Amen." 

" So that this year God hath blefled 
^* me and mine with 

** Multiplicatse funt fuper 
" Nos mifericordiae tua 
" Domine. 

" Da Domine, ut qua ex immenfa 
** Bonitate tua nobis elargiri 
** Digtiatus (is, in quorumcunque 
'* Manus devenerint, in tuam 
" Semper cedant gloriam. 

** Amen." 

^^ Ip fine borum fex annorum manet — 

'< Quid habeo quod non accepi a Domino ? 
<< Largitur etiam ut quse largitus eft 
« Sua iterum fiant, bono eonim ufu ; ut 
" Quemadmodum nee officiis hujus mUndi, 
" Nee loci in quo me pofuit dignitati, nee 
" Servis, nee egenis, in toto hujus anni 
** Curriculo mihi confchis film me defuiffc; 

" Ita. 



DR. JOHN DONNE. 9I 

*' Ita et liberi, quibus quae fuperfunt, 
" Superfunt, grato animo ca accipiant, 
" Et beneficum authorem recognofcant. 
" Amen/' 

But I return from my long digreiEon. 
-—We left the author fick in Effex, 
where he was forced to fpend much of 
that winter, by reafon of his difability to 
remove from that place; and having never 
for almoft twenty years omitted his per- 
fonal attendance on his Majefty in that 
month in which he was to attend and 
preach to him, nor having ever been 
left out of the roll and number of Lent 
Preachers, and there being then (in Jan. 
1630.) a report brought to London, or 
raifed there, that Dr. Donne was dead ; 
that report gave him occafion to vmte 
the following letter to a dear friend : 

*^ Sir, this advantage you and my other 
'^ friends have by my frequent fevers, th^ 
^^ I am fo much the oftener at the gates 
** of heaven ; and this advantage by the 
^^ folitude and clofe imprifonment that 
*^ they reduce me to after, that I am fo 
^^ much the oftener at my prayers, in 

^^ which 
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^^ which I {hall never leave out your hap- 
*^ pinefs ; and I doubt not among his 
^^ other bleffings, God will add fome one 
** to you for my prayers. A man would 
?^ almoft be content to die, if there were 
f^ no other benefit in death, to hear of fo 
^' much forrow, and fo much good tefii- 
*^ mony from good men, as I (God be 
** bleffed for it) did upon the report of 
** my death : yet I perceive it went not 
*^ through all ; for one writ to me that 
*^ fome (and he faid of my friends) con- 
^* ceived I was not fo ill as I pretended, 
<^ but withdrew myfelf to live at eafe, dif- 
^^ charged of preaching. It is an unfriend- 
^* ly, and, God knows, an ill-grounded 
*^ interpretation 3 for I have always been 
'^ forrier when I could not preach, thao 
^* any could be they could not hear me. 
** It hath been my defire, and God may 
** be pleafed to grant it, that I might die 
*^ in the pulpit ; if not that, yet that I 
*^ might take my death in the pulpit ; 
** that is, die the (boner by occafion 
'^ of thofe labours. Sir, I hope to fee 
^* you prefently after Candlemas ; aboiil 

*^ which 
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*^ which time will fall my Lent fermon 
*^ at coiirt, except my Lord Chamberlain 
^^ believe me to be dead, and fo leave me 
^* out of the roll : but as long as I live, 
" and am not fpeecUefs, I would not 
*^ willingly decline that fervice. I have 
*^ better leifure to write, than you to read J 
*^ yet I would not willingly opprefs you 
^^ with too much letter. God fo blefs 
*^ you and your fon, as I wifh to 
^' Your poor friend, 

^' And fervant in Chrift Jcfus, 

'' J. DONNB." 

Before that month ended, he was ap^ 
pointed to preach upon his old oonftant 
day, the firft Friday in Lent : he had no- 
tice of k, and had in his ficknefs fo pre* 
pared for that employment, that,/^s he 
had long thirfted for it, fo he refolved his 
weaknefs fhould not hinder his journey ; 
he came therefore to LoiKlon fome few 
days before his £q)pointed day of preach- 
ing. At his coming thither, many of his 
friends (who with forrow faw his ficknefs 
had left him but fo much flefb as did only 

cover 
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e&rer hi« bones) doubted his flrerigth to 
perform that talk, and did therefore dif- 
fuade him from undertaking it, afluring 
him however it was like to fhorta:! his 
life : but he paffionately denied their r6* 
quefis, faying, '^ he would not doubt that 
^^ that God, who in fo many weaknefTes 
'^ had affifted him with an unexpefted 
^^ ftrength, would now withdraw it in his 
'* laft employment ; profefling an holy 
" ambition to perform that facred work." 
And when, to the amazement of fome be- 
holders, he appeared in the pulpit, many 
of them thought he prefented himfelf not 
to preach mortification by a living voice, 
but mortality by a decayed body, and a 
dying face. And doubtlefs many did fe* 
cretly a(k that queftion in Ezddol (chap, 
xxxvii. 3.) ^^ Do thefc bones live ? or, 
*^ can that foul organize that tongue, to 
^' fpeak fo long time as the fand in that 
** glafs will move towards its centre, 
*' and meafure out an hour of this dying 
*' man's unfpcnt life ? Doubtlefs it cannot. ' * 
And yet, after fbme faint paufes in his 
zealous prayer, his flrong defires enabled 

his 
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his weak body to difcharge his memory 
of his preconceived meditations, which 
were of dying 5 the text being, " To God 
*^ the Lord belong the iffues from death/' 
Many that then faw his tears, and heard 
his faint and hollow voice, profeffing they 
thought the text prophetically chofen, and 
that Dr. Donne bad preached bis own fu^ 
fteral fermon. 

Being full of joy that God had enabled 
him to perform this defired duty, he haft- 
ehed to his houfe; out of which he never 
moved, till, like St. Stq)hen, ^^ he was 
•* carried by devout men to his grave." 

The next day after his fermon, his 
ftrength being much wafted, and his fpi- 
rits fo fpent as indifpofed him to bufinefs 
or to talk, a friend, that had often been a 
witnefs of his free and facetious difcourfe^ 
alked him, " Why are you fad ?'' To 
whom he replied, with a countenance fo 
full of cheerful gravity, as gave teftimony 
of an inward tranquillity of mind, and of 
a foul willing to take a farewell of this 
world; andfaid, 

<* I am not fad ; but moft of the night 

^' paft 
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^^ paft I have entertained myfelf With nui- 
" ny thoughts of feveral fnends, that have 
'^ left me here, and are gone to that place 
^^ from which they Jhall not return ; and 
** that within a few days I alfo Jhall go 
'* hencey and he no more feen. And my 
*^ preparation for this change is become 
*^ my nightly meditation upon my bed, 
*^ which my infirmities have now made 
" reftlefs to me. But at this prefent time 
*^ I was in a ferious contemplation of the 
** providence and goodnefs of God to me; 
'^ to me, who am lefs than the leaft of his 
*^ mercies : and looking back upon my 
** life paft, I now pldnly fee it was his 
*^ hand that prevented me from all tem- 
^^ poral employment ; and that it was his 
'^ will I fhould never fettle nor thrive till 
*^ I entered into the miniftry ; in which I 
*' have now lived almoft twenty years (I 
" hope to his glory), and by which, I 
" moft humbly thank him, I have been 
*^ enabled to requite moft of thofe friends 
*^ which (hewed me kindnefs when my 
** fortune was very low, as God knows 
'^ it was ; and (as it hath occafioned the 

"ex- 
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'^ expreffion of my gratitude) I thank God 
'^ moft of them have flood in need of my 
*^ requital. I have lived to be ufeful and 
^^ comfortable to my good father-in-law, 
*^ Sir George Moore, whofe patience God 
^^ hath been pleafed to exercife with many 
*^ temporal crofles; I have maintained my 
*^ own mother, whom it hath pleafed God, 
*^ after a plentiful fortune in her younger 
^^ days, to bring to a great decay in her very 
*^ old age. I have quieted the confciences 
" of many, that have groaned under the 
<^ burthen of a wounded fpirit, whofe 
*^ prayers I hope are available for me. I 
•' cannot plead innocency of life, efpe* 
*^ cially of my youth ; but I am to be 
*' judged by a merciful God, who is not 
^^ willing to fee what I have done amifs. 
^^ And though of myfelf I have nothing 
^^ to prefent to him but fins and mifery, 
*^ yet I know he looks not upon me now 
'* as I am of myfelf, but as I am in my 
*^ Saviour, and hath given me even at this 
*^ prefent time fome teftimonies by his 
<* Holy Spirit, that I am of the number of 
VOL. I. H " his 
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'^ his eleft : / am therefore full of ineX" 
^' tf^JT^^l^joyi andfball die in peace.'* 

I muft here look fo far back, as to tell 
the reader, that at his firft return out of 
Effex, to preach his laft fermon, his old 
friend and phyfician, Dr. Fox (a man of 
great worth) came to him to confult his 
health; and that after a fight of him, and 
fome queries concerning his diflempers, 
he told him, ^^ That by cordials, and drink- 
^^ ing milk twenty days together, there 
*^ was a probability of his reftoration to 
*' health 5" but he paffionately denied to 
drink it. Neverthelefs, Dr. Fox, who 
loved him moft entirely, wearied him 
with folicitations, till he yielded to take 
it for ten days ; at the end of which time 
he told Dr. Fox, *^ He had drunk it more 
'* to fatisfy him, than to recover his 
^^ health i and that he would not drink it 
^^ ten days longer, upon the beft mcn*al 
" affurance of having twenty years added 
^* to his life \ for he loved it not ; and 
*^ was fo far from fearing death, which 
** to others is the King of Terrors, that 

"he 
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*^ fac longed for. the day of his diflblu- 
^' tion." 

It 18 obferved, that a defire of glory or 
commendation is rooted in the very nature 
of man; and that thofe of the fevered and 
moft mortified lives, though they may be- 
come fo humble as to banifli felf-flattery, 
and fuch weeds as naturally grow there; 
yet they have not been able to kill this 
defire of glory, but that, like our radical 
heat, it will both live and die with us ; and 
many think it fhoulddo fo; and we want 
not facred examples to juftify the defire 
of having our memory to outlive our lives : 
which I mention, becaufe Dr. Donne, by 
the perfuafion of Dr. Fox, ^afily yielded 
at this very time to have a monument 
made for him; but Dr. Fox undertook 
not to perfuade him how, or what monu- 
ment it fhould be ; that was left to Dr. 
Donne himfelf. 

A monument being refolved upon, Dr. 
Donne fent for a carver to make for him 
in wood the figure of an urn, giving him 
direftions for the compafs and height of 
it ; and to bring with it a board, of the 
H 2 ' juft 
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juft height of his body. Thefe being got, 
then without delay a choice painter was 
got to be in readinefs to draw his picture, 
which was taken as folio weth. Seve- 
ral charcoal fires being firft made in his 
large ftudy, he brought with him into 
that place his winding-flieet in his hand, 
and having put off all his clothes, had this 
fheet put on him, and fo tied with knots 
at his head and feet, and his hands fo 
placed as dead bodies are ufually fitted, to 
be flirowded and put into their coffin, or 
grave. Upon this urn he thus flood, with 
his eyes {hut, and with fo nmch of the 
fheet turned afide as might (hew his lean, 
pale, and death -like face, which was pur- 
pofely turned toward the eaft, from whence 
he expefted the fecond coming of his and 
our Saviour Jefus. In this potture he was 
drawn at his juft height; and when the 
pifture was fully finiihed, he caufed it to 
be fet by his bed-fide, where it continued, 
and became his hourly objeft till his death, 
and was then given to his deareft friend 
and executor Dr. Henry King, then chief 
Refidentiary of St. Paul's, who caufed him 

to 
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to be thus carved in one entire piece of 
white marble, as it now ftands in that 
church ; and by Dr. Donne's own ap- 
pointment, thefe words were to be affixed 
to it as his epitaph : 

JOHANNES DONNE, 

SAC. THEOL. PROFESS. 

POST VARIA STUDIA OUIBUS AB ANNIS 

TENERRIMIS FIDELITER, NEC INFELICITER 

INCUBUIT -y 

INSTINCTU ET IMPULSU SP. SANCTl, MONITU 

ET HORTATU 

REGIS JACOBI, ORDINES SACROS AMPLEXUS 

ANNO SUI JESU MDCXIV. ET SUJE iETATIS XLll. 

DECANATU HUJUS ECCLESIiE INDUTUS 

XXVII. NOVEMBRIS, MDCXXI. 

EXUTUS MORTE ULTIMO DIE MARTII MDCXXXI. 

HIC LICET IN OCCIDUO CINERE ASPICIT EUM 

CUJUS NOMEN EST ORIENS. 

And now, having brought him through 
the many labyrinths and perplexities of a 
various life, even to the gates of death 
and the grave, my deiire is, he may reft, 
till I have told my reader that I have feen 
many pictures of him, in feveral habits, 
and at feveral ages, and in feveral pof- 
tures ; and I now mention this, becaufe I 
H 3 have 
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have feen one piAure of him, drawn by a 
curious hand, at his age of eighteen, with 
his fword and what other adornments 
might then fuit with the prefent faftiions 
of youth, and the giddy gaieties of that 
age ; and his motto then 



" How much (hall I be changed, 
" Before I am chang'd !'* 

And if that young, and his now dying 
pifture were at this time fet together^ 
every beholder might fay, ^^ Lord ! how 
*^ much is Dr. Donne already changed^ 
*^ before he is changed !" And the view 
of them might give ray reader occafion to 
a(k himfelf with fome amazement, " Lord ! 
*^ how much may I alfo, that am now in 
*^ health, be changed before I am chang- 
" ed ; before this vile, this changeable 
^^ body fhall put off mortality!" and there- 
fore to prepare for it. But this is not 

writ fo much for my reader's memento, as 
to tell him, that Dr. Donne would often in 
his private difcourfes, and often publicly 
in his fermons, mention the many changes 
both of bis body and mind ; efpecially of 

his 
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his mind^ from a vertiginous giddinefs ; 
and would as often fay, " His great and 
*' moft bleffed change was from a tem- 
*' poral to a fpiritual employment ;" in 
which he was fo happy, that he accounted 
the former part of his life to be loft ; and 
the beginning of it to be, ftom his firft 
entering into facred orders, and ferving 
his moft mercifril God at his altar. 

Upon Monday after the drawing this 
piAure, he took his laft leave of his be- 
loved ftudy; and, being fenfible of his 
hourly decay, retired himfelf to his bed- 
chamber, and that week fent at feveral 
times for many of his moft confiderable 
friends, with whom he took a folemn and 
deliberate farewell, commending to their 
confiderations fome fentences ufeftil for 
the regulation of their lives; and then 
difmifled them, as good Jacob did his fons, 
with a fpiritual benediftion. The Sunday 
following, he appointed his fervants, that 
if there were any bufinefs yet undone, that 
concerned him or themfelves, it fliould be 
prepared againft Saturday next ; for after 
that day he would not mix his thoughts 
H 4 with 
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with any thing that concerned this world ) 
nor ever did ; but, as Job, fo he ^^ waited 
" for the appointed d^y of his diflblu- 
'' tion/' 

And now he was fo happy as to have 
nothing to do but to die ; to do which, 
he flood in need of no longer time; for he 
had ftudied it long, and to fo happy a per- 
feftion, that in a former ficknefs he called 
God to witnefs (in his Book of Devotions 
written then) " He was that minute ready 
*^ to deliver his foul into his hands, if that 
*' minute God would determine his diflb- 
*^ lution/' In that ficknefs he begged 
of God the conftancy to be preferved in 
that eftate for ever; and his patient expeft- 
ation to have his immortal foul difrobed 
from her garment of mortality, makes 
me confident that he now had a mo- 
deft aflTurance that his prayers were then 
heard, and his petition granted. He lay 
fifteen days earneftly expefting his hourly 
change ; and in the laft hour of his laft 
day, as his body melted away, and va- 
poured into fpirit, his foul having, I verily 
believe, fome revelation of the beatifical 

vifion. 
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Tifion, he faid, ^^ I were miferable if I 
*^ might not die ;" and after thofe words, 
clofed many periods of his faint breath 
by faying often, *^ Thy kingdom come, 
** thy will be done/' His fpeech, which 
had long been his ready and faithful fer- 
vant, left him not till the laft minute of 
his life, and then forfook him, not to ferve 
another mafter (for who fpeaks like him), 
but died before him ; for that it was then 
become ufelefs to him, that now con- 
verfed with Grod on earth, as angels are 
faid to do in heaven, only by thoughts and 
looks. Being fpeechlefs, and feeing hea- 
ven by that illumination by which he faw 
it, he did, as St. Stephen, ^^ look ftead- 
'^ faftly into it, till he faw the Son of 
*^ Man ftanding at the right hand of God 
*^ his Father ;'* and, being fatisfied with 
this bleffed fight, as his foul afcended, 
and his laft breath departed from him, he 
clofed his own eyes, and then difpofed his 
hands and body into fuch a pofture,* as 
required not the leaft alteration by thofe 
that came to (hroud him. 

Thus variable^ thus virtuous was the 

life; 
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life; thus excellent^ thus exemplary was 
the death of this memorable man. 

He was buried in that place of St. 
Paul's Church which he had appointed 
for that ufe fome years before his death, 
and by which he paffed daily to pay his 
public devotions to Almighty God (who 
was then ferved twice a day by a public 
form of prayer and praifes in that place) : 
but he was not buried privately, though 
he defired it ; for, befide an unnumbered 
number of others, many perfons of nobi- 
lity, and of eminency for learning, who 
did love and honour him in his life, did 
(hew it at his death, by a voluntary and 
fad attendance of his body to the grave, 
where nothing was fo remarkable as a 
public forrow. 

To which place of his burial fome 
mournful friend repaired ; and, as Alex- 
ander the Great did to the grave of the 
famous Achilles, fo they ftrewed his with 
an abundance of curious and coftly flow- 
ers ; which courfe they (who were never 
yet known) continued morning and even- 
ing for many days, not ceafing, till the 

ftones, 
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fiones^ that were taken up in that church, 
to give his body admiflion into the cold 
earth (now his bed of reft), were agdn by 
the mafon's art fo levelled and firmed as 
they had been formerly, and his place of 
burial undiftinguifliable to common view* 
The next day after his burial, fome 
unknown friend, fome one of the many 
lovers and admirere of his virtue and learn- 
ing, writ this epitaph with a coal on th« 
wall over his grave : 

*' Reader ! I am to let thee know, 

** Donne's body only lies below ; 

** For, could the grave his foul (^omprife, 

** Earth would be richer than the ikies." 

Nor was this all the honour done to his 
reverend aihes ; for as there be fome per- 
fons that will not receive a reward for 
that for which God accounts himfelf a 
debtor ; perfons that dare truft God with 
their charity, and without a witnefs ; fo 
there was by fome grateful unknown 
friend, that thought Dr. Donne's memory 
ought to be perpetuated, an hundred marks 
fent to his two faithful friends and exe- 
cutors 
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cutors (Dr. King and Dr. Montfort), to- 
wards the making of his monument. It 
was not for many years known by whom ; 
but, after the death of Dr. Fox, it was 
known that it was he that fent it; and 
he lived to fee as lively a reprefentation 
of his dead friend, as marble can exprefs; 
a ftatue indeed fo like Dr. Donne, that 
(as his friend Sir Henry Wotton hath ex- 
prefled himfelf) *^ It feems to breathe 
*^ faintly, and pofterity (hall look upon it 
^^ as a kind of artificial miracle." 

He was of ftature moderately tall ; of a 
ftraight and equally proportioned body, 
to which all his words and aftions gave 
an unexpreffible addition of comelinefs. 

The melancholy and pleafant humour 
were in him fo contempered, that each 
gave advantage to. the other, and made 
his cornpany one of the delights of man- 
kind. 

His fancy was inimitably high, equalled 
only by his great wit ; both being made 
ufeful by a commanding judgment. 

His 
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His afpeft was cheerful, and fuch as 
gave a filent teftimony of a clear know- 
ing foul, and of a confcience at peace, 
with itfelf. 

His melting eye (hewed that he had a 
foft heart, fiill of noble compaffion; of too 
brave a foul to offer inj uries, and too much 
a Chriftian not to pardon them in others. 

He did much contemplate (efpecially 
after he entered into his facred calling) 
the mercies of Almighty God, the im« 
mortality of the foul, and the joys of 
heaven ; and would often fay in a kind 
of facred ecftafy, '' Bleffed be God that 
^^ he is God, only and divinely like him- 
'^ felf.*' 

He was by nature highly paflionate, 
but more apt to reluft at the exceffes of it. 
A great lover of the offices of humanity, 
and of fo merciful a fpirit, that he never 
beheld the miferies of mankind without 
pity and relief. 

He was earneft and unwearied in the 
fearch of knowledge, with which his vi- 
gorous foul is now fatisfied, and employed 
in a continual praife of that God that firft 

breathed 
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breathed it into his aftive body; that 
body, which once was a temple of the 
Holy Ghoft, and is now become a fmall 
quantity of Chriftian duft : — But I fhall 
fee it reanimated, 

Feb. 15, 1639, J. W, 



AN 



DR. JOHN DONNE. Ill 



AN EPITAPH 

WRITTEN BY 

DOCTOR CORBET, LATE BISHOP OF OXFORD, 

ON HIS FRIEND^ DOCTOR DONNE. 

riE that would write an epitaph for thee, 
And write it well, muft firft begin to be 
Such as thou weit ; for none can truly know 
Thy life and worth, but he that hath liv*d fo. 
He muft have wit to fpare, and to hurl down, 
Enough to keep the gallants of the town. 
He muft have learning plenty ; both the laws, 
Civil and common, to judge any caufe. 
Divinity great ftore above the reft. 
Not of the laft edition, but the beft. 
He muft have language, travel, all the arts. 
Judgment to ufe, or elfe he wants thy parts. 
He muft have friends the higheft, able to do. 
Such as Maecenas and Auguftus too. 
He muft have fuch a iicknefs, fuch a death. 
Or elfe his vain defcriptions come beneath. 
He that would write an epitaph for thee. 
Should firft be dead ; let it alone for me. 



TO 
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TO THE MEMOKY OP 
MY EVER DESIRED DOCTOR DONNE. 

AN ELEGY, 

BY H. KING, LATE BISHOP OF CHICHESTER. 

X O have Hv'd eminent in a degree 
Beyond our loftieft thoughts, that is like thee ; 
Or t* have had too much merit is not fafc, 
For fuch cxceifes find no epitaph. 

At common graves we have poetic eyes. 
Can melt themfelves in eafy elegies ; 
Each quill can drop his tributary verfe. 
And pin it, like the hatchments, to the hearfe : 
But at thine, poem or infcription 
(Rich foul of wit and language) we have none. 
Indeed a filence does that tomb befit, 
Where is no herald left to blazon it. 
Widow'd Invention juftly doth .forbear 
To come abroad, knowing thou art not there : 
Late her great patron, whofe prerogative 
Maintain'd and cloth'd her fo, as none alive 
Muft now prefume to keep her at thy rate, 
Tho' he the Indies for her dower eftate. 
Or elfe that awful fire which once did burn 
In thy clear brain, now fallen into thy urn, 
Lives there to fright rude empirics from thence, 
Which might profane thee by their ignorance. 

Whoever 
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Whoever writes of thee, and in a ftyle 
Unworthy fuch a dieme, does but revile 
Thy precious duft, and wakes a learned fpirit, 
Which may revenge his rapes upon thy merit : 
For all a low-pitch'd foncy can devife 
Will prove at beft but hallow'd injuries. 

Thou like the dying fwan didft lately ling 
Thy mournful dirge in audience of the King ; 
When pale looks and faint accents of thy breath 
Prefented fo to life that piece of death. 
That it was fear'd and prophefy'd by all 
Thou thither cam*ft to preach thy funeral. 
Oh, hadft thou in an elegiac knell 
Rung out unto the world thine own farewell, 
And in thy high vidorious numbers beat 
The folemn meafures of thy griev*d retreat. 
Thou might'ft the poet's fervice now have mift. 
As well as then thou didft prevent the prieft ; 
And never to the world beholden be, 
Sa much as Cor an epitaph for thee. 

I do not like the office ; nor is 't fit 
Thou^ who didft lend our age fuch fums of wit^ 
Should'ft now reborrow from her bankrupt mine 
That ore to bury thee which firft was thine : 
Bather ftiU leave us in thy debt, and know. 
Exalted foul, more glory 'tis to owe 
Thy memory what we can never pay. 
Than with embafed coin thofe rites defray. 

Commit we then thee to thyfelf, nor blame 
Our drooping loves, that thus to thiac owafame 

VOL. !• I Leat« 
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Leave thee executor, iince but thine own 
No pen could do thee juftice, nor bays crown 
Thy vaft deferts ; fave that we nothing can 
Depute to be thy aihes' guardian. 

So Jewellers no art or metal truft 
To form the diamond, but the diamond's duft. 

H.K, 



AN ELEGY ON DOCTOR DONNE. 

Our Donne is dead ! and we may iighing fay. 
We had that man, where language chofe to ftay. 
And (hew her utmoft power. I would not praife 
That, and his great wit, which in our vain days 
Make others proud, but as thefe ferv'd to unlock 
That cabinet his mind, where fuch a dock 
Of knowledge was repos'd, that I lament 
Our juft and general caufe of difcontent. 

And I rejoice I am not fo fevere. 
But as I write a line, to weep a tear 
For his deceafe ; fuch fad extremities 
Can make fuch men as I write elegies. 

And wonder not ; for when fo great k \o(» 
Falls on a nation, and they flight the crofs, 
God hath rais*d prophets to awaken them 
From their dull lethargy i witncls my pen^ 

Not 
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Not us'd to upbraid the world, though now it muft 
Freely and boldly, for the caufc is juft. 

Dull age ! oh, I would fpare thee, but thou 'rt worfe : 
Thou art not only dull, but haft a curfe 
Of black ingratitude ; if not, couldft thou 
Part with this matchlefs man, and make no vow 
For thee and thine fucceffively to pay 
Some fad remembrance to his dying day ? 

Did his youth, fcatter poetry, wherein 
Lay love's philofophy ? was every fin 
Pi^ur'd in his (harp fatires, made fo foul. 
That fome have fear'd fin's (hapes, and kept their foul 
Safer by reading verfe ? Did he give days, 
Paft marble monuments, to thofe whofe piaift 
He would perpetuate ? Did he (I fear 
Envy will doubt) thefe at his twentieth year f 

But, more matur'd, did his rich foul conceivt, 
And in harmonious holy numbers weave 
A crown of facred fonnets*, fit t'adom 
A dying martyr's brow, or to be worn 
On that bleft head of Mary Magdalen, 
After (he wip'd Chrift's feet, but not till then ? 
Did he (fit for fuch penitents as (he 
And he to ufe) leave us a Letanie, 
"Which all devout men love, and doubtlefs (hall. 
As times grow better, grow more claffical ? 
Did he write hymns, for piety and wit, 
Equal to thofe great grave Prudentius writ? 

» La Corona. 

I a Sptke 



Il6 THE LIFE OP 

Spake he all languages ? Knew he all laws ? 
The grounds and ufe of phyfic ; but, becaufe 
Twas mercenary, wav'd it ? went to fee 
That happy place of Chrift's nativity? 
Did he return and preach him ? preach him fo. 
As iince St. Paul none ever did ? they know — 
Thofe happy fouls that heard him know this truth. 
Did he confirm thy ag*d ? convert thy youth^? 
Did he thefe wonders f and is his dear lo(s 
Mourn*d by fo few ? few for fo great a crols. 

But fure the filent are ambitious all 
To be clofe mourners at his funeral. 
If not ; in common pity they forbear ■ 
By repetitions to renew our care : 
Or knowing grief conceiv'd and hid, confumes 
Man's life infcniibly (as poifon's fumes 
Corrupt the brain), tidce iilence for the way 
T' enlarge the foul from thefe walls, mud and clay, 
(Materials of this body) to remain 
With him in heaven, where no promifcuous pain 
Leflens thofe joys we have ; for with him all 
Are fatisfy'd with joys efiential. 

Dwell on thefe joys, my thoughts ! Oh, do not call 
Grief back, by thinking on his funeral. 
Forget he lov'd me : wafte not my fwift years. 
Which hafte to David's feventy, fill'd with fears 
And forrows for his death : forget his parts. 
They find a living grave in good men'a hearts : 
And, for my firft is daily paid for iin. 
Forget to pay my fecond figh for him : 
Forget his powerful preaching ; and forget 
I am his convert. Oh mjr frailty ! let 

My 
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My BcCh be no more heard ; it will obtrude 

This lethargy : fo (hould my gratitude. 

My vows of gratitude (hould fo be broke. 

Which can no more be, than his virtues, fpoke 

By any but himfelf : for which caufe, I 

Write no encomiums, but this elegy ; 

Which, as a free-will offering, I here give 

Fame and the world ; and, parting with it» grieve 

I want abilities fit to fet forth 

A monument as matchlels as his worth. 

April 'J y 1631. IZ. WA. 
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SIR HENRY WOTTON. 



OIR HENRY WOTTON (whofe life I 
now intend to write) was born in the year 
pf our Redemption 1568, in Bo£kon-Hall 
(commonly called Bodon, or Bougton- 
Place, or Palace) in the parilh of Bofton 
Malherbe, in the fruitful country of Kent : 
Bo£i:on-Hall being an ancient and goodly 
ftrufture, beautifying and being beauti- 
fied by the parifli-church of Bo£ton Mal- 
herbe adjoining unto it, and both feated 
within a fair park of the Wottons, on the 
brow of fuch a hill, as gives the advantage 
of a large profpeft, and of equal pleafure 
to all beholders. 

But this houfe and church are not re- 
markable for any thing fo much, as for 

that 
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that the memorable family of the Wottons 
have fo long inhabited the one, and now 
lie buried in the other, as appears by 
their many monuments in that church ; 
the Wottons being a family that hath 
brought forth divers perfons eminent for 
wifdom and valour; whofe heroic afts, 
and noble employments, both in England 
and in foreign parts, have adorned them- 
felves and this nation ; which they have 
ferved abroad faithfully, in the difcharge 
of their great truft, and prudently in their 
negociations with feveral princes ; and 
alfo ferved at home with much honour 
and juftice, in their wife managing a great 
part of the public affairs thereof, in the 
various times both of war and peace. 

But left I fhould be thought by any, 
that may incline either to deny or doubt 
this truth, not to have obferved modera- 
tion in the commendation of this family ; 
and alfo for that I believe the merits and 
memory of fuch perfons ought to be 
thankfully recorded, I (hall offer to the 
confideration of every reader, out of the 
teftixnony of their pedigree and our chro- 
nicles. 
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nicies, a part (and but a part) of that 
juft commendation which might be from 
thence enlarged, and fliall then leave the 
indifferent reader to judge whether my 
error be an excefs or defeft of commenda- 
tions. 

Sir Robert Wotton of Bofton Malherbe, 
Knight, was bom about the year of Chrift 
1460 : he, living in the reign of King 
Edward IV. was by* him trufted to be 
Lieutenant of Guifnes, to be Knight 
Porter, and Comptroller of Calais, where 
he died, and lies honourably buried. 

Sir Edward Wotton of Bofton Mal- 
herbe, Knight, (fon and heir of the faid 
Sir Robert) was born in the year of Chrift 
1489, in the reign of King Henry VII. ; 
he was made Treafurer of Cal^s, and of 
the Privy Council to King Henry VIII. 
Mrho offered him to be Lord Chancellor of 
England; " But,*' faith Hollinfhed, in his 
Chronicle, ^^ out of a virtuous modefly, 
^' he refufed it.'' 

Thomas Wotton of Bofton Malherbe, 
Efquire, fon and heir of the faid Sir Ed- 
ward, and the father of our Sir Henry, 

that 
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that occafions this relation, was bom in 
the year of Chrift 15111. He was a gen- 
tleman excellently educated, and fhidious 
in all the liberal arts ; in the knowledge 
whereof he attained unto a great perfec- 
tion ; who, though he had (befides thofe 
abilities, a very noble and plentiful eftate, 
and the ancient intereft of his predecef- 
fors) many invitations from Queen Eliza- 
beth to change his country recreations 
and retirement for a court, offering him a 
knighthood (fhe was then with him at his 
Bo6lon-Hall), and that to be but as an 
earned of fome more honourable and more 
profitable employment under her ; yet he 
humbly refufed both, being a man of great 
modefty, of a mod plain and fingle heart, 
of an ancient freedom, and integrity of 
mind. A commendation which Sir Henry 
Wotton took occafion often to remember 
with great gladnefs, and thankfully to 
boaft himfelf the fon of fuch a father; 
from whom indeed he derived that noble 
ingenuity that was always pra6lifed by 
himfelf, and which he ever both com- 
mended and cheriihed in others. This 

Thomas 
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Thomas was alfo remarkable for hcrfpi- 
tality, a great lover and much beloved of 
his country 5 to which may juftly be ad- 
ded, that he was a cherifher of learning, 
as appears by that excellent antiquary 
Mr. William Lambert, in his Perambula- 
tion of Kent. 

This Thomas had four fons. Sir Ed- 
ward, Sir James, Sir John, and Sir Henry. 

Sir Eldward was knighted by Gtueen 
Elizabeth, and made Comptroller of her 
Majefty's Houfehold. ^' He was," faith 
Camden, " a man remarkable for many 
** and great employments in the ftate, 
'* during her reign, and fent feveral times 
*' ambaifador into foreign nations. After 
*^ her death, he was by King James made 
^* Comptroller of his Houfehold, and call- 
«* ed to be of his Privy Council, and by 
** him advanced to be Lord Wotton, Ba- 
^^ ron of Merley in Kent, and made Lord 
** lieutenant of that county/* 

Sir James, the fecond fon, may bd 
numbered among the martial men of his 
age, who was, in the thirty-eighth of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign (with Robert 

Earl 



12,6 THB LIFE OP 

E^ of Suffex, Count Lodowick of Naf- 
fau, Don Chriftophoro, fon of Antonio 
King of Portugal, and div^ers other gen- 
tlemen of noblenefs and valour) knighted 
in the field near Cadiz in Spain, after they 
hid gotten great honour and riches, be- 
fides a notable retaliation of injuries, by- 
taking that town. 

Sir John, being a gentleman excellently 
accompliflied, both by learning and tra- 
vel, was knighted by Queen Elizabeth^ 
and by her looked upon with more than 
ordinary favour, and with intentions of 
preferment; but death in his younger 
years put a period to his growing hopes. 

Of Sir Henry my following difcourfe 
fliall give an account. 

The defcent of thefe fore-named Wot- 
tons were all in a direft line, and moft 
of them and their actions in the memory 
of thofe with whom we have converfed : 
but if I had looked fo far back as to Sir 
Nicholas Wotton, (who lived in the reign 
of Kmg Richard II.) or before him, upon 
divers others of great note in their feveral 
ages, I might by fome be thought tedious; 

and 
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and yet others may more juftly think nit 
negligent, if I omit to mention Nicholas 
Wotton, the fourth fon of Sir Robert^ 
whom I firft named. 

This Nicholas Wotton was Doftor erf 
Law, and fometime Deah both of York 
and Canterbury ; a man whom God did 
not only blefs with a long life, but with 
great abilities of mind, and an inclination 
to employ them in the fervice of his 
country, as is teftified by his feveral 
employments {vide Camden* s Britannia) \ 
having been fent nine times AmbaiTador 
unto foreign princes ; and by his being a 
Privy Counfellor to King Henry VIII. to 
Edward VI. to Queen Mary, and Queen. 
Elizabeth ; who alfo, after he had been> 
during the wars between England, Scot- 
land, and France, three feveral times (and 
not unfuccefsfully) employed in commit- 
tees for fettling of peace betwixt this and 
thofe kingdoms, " died,** faith learned 
Camden, " full of commendations for 
^^ wifdom and piety." He was alfo by 
the will of King Henry VIII. made one 
of his executors, and chief Secretary of 

State 
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State to his fon, that pious {urince^ Ed- 
ward VI, — : — Concerning which Nicholas 
Wotton I fhall fey but this little more ; 
that he refufed (being offered it by Queen 
Elizabeth) to be Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury — {vide Hollinjhed) ; and that he died 
not rich, though he lived in that time of 
the difTolution of abbeys. 

More might be added ; but by this it 
may appear, that Sir Henry Wotton was a 
branch of fuch a kindred, as left a dock of 
reputation to their pofterity ; fuch reputa- 
tion as might kindle a generous emula- 
tion in ftrangers, and preferve a noble 
ambition in thofe of his name and femily, 
to perform actions worthy of their ancef- 
tors. 

And that Sir Henry Wotton did fo, 
might appear more perfectly than my pen 
can exprefs it^ if of his many furviving 
friends, fome one of higher parts and em- 
ployments had been pleafed to have com- 
mended his to pofterity : but fince fome 
years are now paft, and they have all (I 
know not why) forborne to do it, my gra- 
titude to the memory of my dead friend, 

and 
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and the renewed requeft pf fome* that 
ftill live folicitous to fee this duty per- 
formed 5 thefe have had a power to per* 
fuade me to undertake it; which truly 
I have not done but with fome diftruft of 
mine own abilities ; and yet fo far from 
defpair, that I am modeftly confident my 
humble language fhall be accepted, be- 
caufe I fhall prefent all readers with a 
commixture of truth, and Sir Henry Wot- 
ton's merits. 

This being premifed, I proceed to tell 
the reader, that the father of Sir Henry 
Wotton was twice married; firft to Eliza- 
beth, the daughter of Sir John Rudftone, 
Knight; after whofe death, though his 
inclination was averfe to all contentions, 
yet neceiStated he was to feveral fuits in 
law ; in the profecution whereof (which 
took up much of his time, and were the 
occaiion of many difcontents,) he was by 
divers of his fri^ids eameftly perfuaded to 
a re-marriage ; to whom he as often an- 

a Sir Edward Bi(h, Clarencieux King of Arms, Mr. 
Charles Cotton, and Mr. Nick Oudert, fometime Sir 
Henry Wotton*8 Hervaat. 

VOL. I. K fwered. 
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fwered, ^^ That if ever he did put on a 
'^ refolution to many, he was ferioufly 
" refolved to avoid three forts of perfons^ 
^* namely, 

*^ Thofe that had children j 
" Thofe that had law-fuits; 
*^ And thofe that were of his kindred.** 

And yet, following his own law-fuits, 
he met in Weftminfter-hall with Mrs. 
Elionora Morton, widow to Robert Mor- 
ton, of Kent, Efq. who was alfo engaged 
^ in feveral fuits in law 2 and he, obferving 
her comportment at the time of hearing 
one of her caufes before the judges, could 
not but at the fame time both compaflion- 
ate her condition, and affeft her perfon; 
for the tears of lovers, or beauty dreft 
in fadnefs, are obferved to have in them 
a charming eloquence, and to become 
very often too ftrong to be refifted : which 
I mention, becaufe it proved fo with this 
Thomas Wotton; for although there were 
in her a concurrence of all thofe accidents, 
againft which he had fo ferioufly refolved, 
yet his aflfe£tion to her grew then fo ftrong, 

that 
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that he refolved to folicit her- for a wife, 
and did, and obtained her. 

By her (who was the daughter of Sir 
Wiltiam Finch, of Eaftwell in Kent) he 
had only Henry his youngeft fon* His 
mother undertook to be tutorefs unto him 
during much of his childhood; for whofe 
care and pains he paid her each day with 
fuch vifible figns of future perfection in 
learning, as turned her employment into 
a pleating trouble; which (he was content 
to continue, till his father took him into 
his own particular care, and difpofed of 
him to a tutor in his own houfe at Bo£kon. 

And when time and diligent infiru&ion 
had made him fit for a removal to an 
higher form (which was very early), he 
was fent to Winchefter-fchool, a place 
of ftridl difcipline and order, that fo he 
might in his youth be moulded into a 
method of living by rule, which his wife 
father knew to be the mod neceffary way 
to make the future part of his life both hap- 
py to himfelf, and ufeful for the difcharge 
of all bufinefs, whether public or private. 

And that he might be confinoed in this 
K 2 regu- 
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regularity, -he was at a fit age removed 
from that fchool, to be a commoner 
of New-College in Oxford 5 both being 
founded by William Wickham, Bifhop of 
Winchefter. 

There he continued till about the 
eighteenth year of his age, and was then 
tranfplanted into Queen*s College; where 
within that year he was by the chief of 
that college perfuafively enjoined to write 
a play for their private ufe ; (it was the 
Tragedy of Tancredo)— which was fo in- 
terwoven with fentences, and for the 
method and exa£t p^onating thofe hu- 
mours, paffions, and difpoiitions, which 
he propofed to reprefent, fo performed, 
that the graved of that fociety declared, 
be had in a fleight employment given an 
early and a folid teftimony of his future 
abilities. And though there may be fome 
four difpoiitions, which may think this 
not worth a memorial, yet that wife 
knight, Baptiita Guarini, (whom learned 
Italy accounts one of her ornaments) 
thought it neither «n uncomely nor an 
unprofitable employment for his age. 

But 
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Bat I pafs to what will be thought more 
ferious. 

About the twentieth year of his age 
he proceeded Mailer of Arts ; and at that 
time read in Latin three leAures de Oculo; 
wherein he having defcribed the form, 
the motion, the curious compofure of the 
eye, and demon ftrated how of thofe very 
many every humour and nerve performs 
its diftinA office, fo as the God of order 
hath appointed, without mixture or con- 
fuiion ; and all this to the advantage of 
man, to whom the eye is given, not only 
as the body's guide, but whereas all other 
of his fenfes require time to inform the 
foul, this in an inflant apprehends and 
warns him of danger ; teaching him in 
the very eyes of others, to difcover wit, 
* folly, love, and hatred. After he had 
made thefe obfervations, he fell to difpute 
this optique queftion, "Whether we fee by 
*^ the emiffion of the beams from within, 
^' or reception of the fpecies from with- 
'* out?" And after that, and many other 
like learned difquifitions, he in the con- 
clufion of his leftures took a fair occafion 
K3 to 
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to beautify his difcourfe with a com- 
mendation of the bleffing and benefit of 
*' Seeing ;— by which we do not only dif- 
*^ cover Nature's fecrets, but with a con- 
^^ tinned content (for the eye is never 
^' weary of feeing) behold the great light 
*' of the world, and by it difcover the fa- 
** brie of the heavens, and both the order 
^^ and motion of the celeftial orbs ; nay, 
** that if the eye look but downward, it 
^* may rejoice to behold the bofom of the 
^' earth, our common mother, embroi- 
^^ dered and adorned with numberlefs and 
** various flowers, which man fees daily 
^^ grow up to perfeftion, and then filently 
** moralize his own condition, who in a 
^^ (hort time (like thofe very flowers) de- 
** cays, whhers, and quickly returns again 
*^ to that earth, from which both had their 
« firft being." 

Thefe were (o exaftly debated, and fo 
rhetorically heightened, as, among other 
admirers, caufed that learned Italian, Al- 
bericus Gentilis, then Profeflbr of the Civil 
Law in Oxford, to call him *^ Hmrice mi 
" Ocelle;^* which dear expreflion of his 

was 
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was alfo ufed by divers of Sir Henry's 
deareft friends^ and by many other per- 
fons of note during his fiay in the Uni« 
verfity. 

But his flay there was not long, at 
lead not fo long as bis friends once in- 
tended ; for the year after Sir Henry pro- 
ceeded Mafter of Arts, his father (whom 
Sir Henry did never mention without this 
or fome like reverential exprefiion ; as, 
** That good man my father," or " My* 
•^ father, the beft of men ;") — about that 
time, this good man changed this for a^ 
better life ; leaving to Sir Henry, as to 
his other younger fons, a rent-charge of 
an hundred marks a year, to be paid for 
ever out of fome one of his manors, of a 
much greater value. 

And here, though this good man be 
dead, yet I wi(h a circumftance or two 
that concern him may not be buried with- 
out a relation; which I (hall undertake 
to do, for that I fuppofe they may fo much 
concern the reader to know,' that I may 
promife myfelf a pardon for a ibort digref- 
iion. 

K4 IN 
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IN the year of our redemption 1553, 
Nicholas Wotton, Dean of Canterbury, 
(whom I formerly mentioned) being then 
AmbaflTador in France, dreamed that his 
nephew, this Thomas Wotton, was in- 
clined to be a party in fuch a prcye£t, as^ 
if he were not fuddenly prevented, would 
turn both to the lofs of his life, and ruin 
of his family. 

Doubtlefs the good Dean did well know 
that common dreapis are but a fenfelefs 
paraphrafe on our waking thoughts, or of 
the bufinefs of the day pafi, or are the 
refult of our over-engaged afFedions, 
when we betake ourfelves to reft; and 
knew that the obfervation of them may 
turn to filly fuperftitions, as they too often 
do. But though he might know all this, 
and might alio believe that prophecies are 
ceafed; yet doubtlefs he could not but 
confider, that all dreams are not to be 
neglefted or caft away without all confi- 
deration; and did therefore rather lay this 
dream afide, than intend totally to lofe it; 
and dreaming the fame again the night fol- 
lowing, when it became a double dream, 

like 
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like that of Pharaoh, (of which double 
dreams the learned have made many ob- 
fervations), and confidering that it had 
no dependence on his waking thoughts, 
much lefs on the defires of his heart, then 
he did more ferioufly confider it; and re- 
membered that Almighty God was pleafed 
in a dream to reveal and to aflure Monica, 
the mother of St. Auftin, " That he, her 
** fon, for whom (he wept fo bitterly, and 
** prayed fo much, ihould at lad become a 
" Chriftian •/' This, I believe, the good 
Dean confidered ; and confidering alfo 
that Almighty God (though the caufes 
of dreams be often unknown) hath even 
in thefe latter times alfo, by a certain il- 
lumination of the foul in deep, difcovered 
many things that human wildom could 
not forefee ; upon thefe confiderations he 
refolved to ufe fp prudent a remedy by 
way of prevention, as might introduce no 
great inconvenience either to himfelf or to 
his nephew. And to that end he wrote 
to the Queen (it was Queen Mary), and 
befought her, *' That flie would caufe his 

a St. Audio's Confefiion. 

"ne- 
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^^ nephew, Thomas Weston, to be fent for 
*^ out of Kent ; and that the Lords of her 
^^ Counoil might interrogate him in fome 
^^ fuch feigned queftions, as might give 
^^ a colour for his commitment into a fa- 
^^ vourable prifon ; declaring that he would 
*^ acquaint her Majefty with the true rea- 
*^ fon of his requeft, when he fhould next 
^^ become fo happy as to fee and fpeak to 
«* her Majefty." 

It was done as the Dean deiired : and 
in prifon I muft leave Mr. Wotton, till I 
have told the reader what followed. 

At this time a marriage was concluded 
betwixt our Queen Mary and Philip King 
of Spain ; and though this was concluded 
with the advice, if not by the perfuafton, 
of her Privy Council, as having many pro- 
babilities of advantage to this nation; yet 
divers perfons of a contrary perfuafion did 
not only declare ag^nft it, but alfo rdfed 
forces to oppofe it; believing (as they 
faid) it would be a means to bring Eng- 
land to be under a fubjection to Spain, 
and make thofe of this nation (laves to 
ftrangers. 

And 
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And of this number, Sir Thomas Wyat, 
of Boxley- Abbey in Kent, (betwixt whofe 
family and the &mily of the Wottons 
there had been an ancient and entire 
friendfliip,) was the principal a^r ; who 
having perfuaded many of the nobility and 
gentry (efpecially of Kent) to fide with 
him, and he being defeated, and taken 
prifoner, was legally arraigned and con- 
demned, and loft his life: fo did the Duke 
of Suffolk and divers others, efpecially 
many of the gentry of Kent, who were 
there in feveral places executed as Wyat's 
aflliftants. 

And of this number, in all probability, 
had Mr. Wotton been, if he had n6t been 
confined ; for though be could not be ig* 
norant that ^^ Another man's treafon makes 
^* it mine by concealing it," yet he durft 
confeis to his uncle, when he returned 
into England, and then came to vifit him 
in prifon, ** That he had more than an 
*^ intimation of Wyat's intentions;*' and 
thought he bad not continued a&ually 
innocent, if his uncle had not fo happily 
dreamed him into a. prifon ; out of which 

place 
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place when he was delivered by the fame 
hand that caufed his commitment, they 
both confidered the dream more ferioufly, 
and then both joined in praifing God for 
it 5 ^^ That God, who ties himfelf to no 
^^ rules, either in preventing of evil, or in 
*' fhewing of mercy to thofe, whom of 
^^ good pleafure he hath chofen to love.'* 
And this dream was the more confidera- 
ble, becaufe that God, who in the days of 
old did ufe to fpeak to his people in vifions, 
did feem to fpeak to many of this family 
in dreams ; of which I will alfo give the 
reader one ihort particujar of this Thomas 
Wotton, whofe dreams did ufually prove 
true, both in foretelling things to come, 
and difcovering things paft ; and the par- 
ticular is this. — ^This Thomas, a little be- 
fore his death, dreamed that the Univerfity 
Treafury was robbed by townfmen and 
poor fcholars, and that the number was 
five; and being that day to write to his 
fon Henry at Oxford, he thought it worth 
fo much pains, as by a poftfcript in his 
letter to make a flight encjuiry of it. The 
letter (which was writ out of Kent, and 

dated 
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dated three days before) came to his fon's 
hands the very morning after the night in 
which the robbery was committed ; and 
when the City and Univerfity were both 
in a perplexed inqueft of the thieves, then 
did Sir Henry Wotton fhew his Other's 
letter, and by it fuch light was given of 
this work of darknefs, that the five guilty 
perfons were prefently difcovered and ap- 
prehended, without putting the Univerfity 
to fo much trouble as the calling of a 
figure^ 

And it may yet he more confid^ablej 
that this Nicholas and Thomas Wotton 
(hould both (being men of holy lives, of 
even tempers, and much given to failing 
and prayer) forefee and foretel the very 
days of their own death* Nicholas did 
fo, being then feventy years of age, and 
in perfed health. Thomas did the like 
in the fixty-fifth year of his age ; who 
being then in London (where he died)^ 
and forefeeing his death there, gave di- 
re&ion in what manner his body fhould 
be carried to Boston ; and though he 
thou^t his uncle Nicholas worthy of 

that 
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that nobk monument which he built for 
him in the Cathedral Church of Canter-* 
bury ; yet this humble man gave direc- 
tion concerning himfelf, to be buried pri- 
vately, and efpecially w^ithout any ftmsp 
at his funeral. 

- This is fome account of this family, 
which feemed to be beloved of God. 

BUT it may now feem more than time 
that I return to Sir Henry Wotton at Ox- 
ford ; where, after his optic lefture, he 
was taken into fuch a bofom friendfhip 
with the learned Albericu8Gentilis,(whom 
I formerly named) that, if it had been pof- 
(ible, Gcntilis would have breathed all his 
exceUent knowledge, both of the mathe- 
matics and law, into the bread of his dear 
Harry, for fo Gentilis ufed to call him i 
and though he was not able to do that, 
yet there was in Sir Henry fuch a pro- 
peniity and connatural nefs to the Italian 
language, and thofe (ludies whereof Gen* 
tilis was a great mafter, that his friend- 
fhip between them did daily increafe, and 
pro^^ed daily advantageous to Sir Henry, 

for 



SIR HENRY WOTTON. I45 

for the improvement of bim in fcveral 
fciences during his flay in the Univcrfity. 

From which place, before I (hall invite 
the reader to follow him into a foreign 
nation, though I muft omit to mention 
divers perfons that were then in Oxford, of 
memorable note for learning, and friends 
to Sir Henry Wotton ; yet I muft not 
omit the mention of a love that was there 
begun betwixt him and Dr. Donne, fome- 
time Dean of St. Paul's; a man of whofe 
abilities I (hall forbear to fay any things 
becaufe he who is of this nation, and pre* 
tends to learning or ingenuity^ and is ig-* 
norant of Dr. Donne, deferves not to know 
him. The friendfhip of thefe two I muft 
not omit to mention, being fuch a friend- 
fliip as was generoufly elemented; and a9 
it was begun in their youth, and in an Uni- 
verfity, and there maintained by corre- 
ipondent inclinations and fiudies, fo it laft* 
ed till age and death forced a feparation. 

In Oxford he flayed till about two years 
after his father's death ; at which time 
he was about the twenty-fecond year of 
his age: and having to his great wit 

added 
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added the ballaft of learning, and know- 
ledge of the arts, he then laid aiide bis 
books, and betook himfelf to the ufefal 
library of travel, and a more general con- 
verfation with mankind; employing the 
remaining part of his youth, his induftry, 
and fortune, to adorn his mind, and to 
purchafe the rich treafure of foreign know- 
ledge : of which, both for the fecrets of 
nature, the difpoiitions of many nations, 
their feveral laws and languages, he was 
the poflelTor in a very large meafure ; as 
I {ball faithfully make to appear, before I 
take my pen from the following narration 
of his life. 

In his travels, which was almoft nine 
years before his return into England, he 
flayed but one year in France, and mod of 
that in Geneva, where he became ac- 
quainted with Theodore Beza (then very 
aged) and with Ifaac Cafaubon, in wbofe 
houfe, if I be rightly informed. Sir Henry 
Wotton was lodged, and there contrafted 
a mod worthy friendfhip with that man 
of rare learning and ingenuity. 

Three of the remaining eight years 

were 
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were fpent in Germany, the other five in 
Italy, (the ftage on which God appointed 
he fhould aft a great part of his life 5) 
where both in Rome, Venice, and Flo- 
rence, he became acquainted with the 
moft eminent men for Wming and all 
manner of arts 5 as pifture, fculpture, 
chymiftry, architefture, and other manual 
arts, even arts of inferior nature ; of all 
which he was a moft dear lover, and a 
moft excellent judge. 

He returned out of Italy into England 
about the thirtieth year of his age, being 
then noted by many both for his perfon 
and comportment 5 for indeed he was of 
a choice fliape, tall of ftature, and of a 
moft perfuafive behaviour ; which was fo 
mixed with fweet difcourfe and civilities, 
as gained him much love from all perfons 
with whom he entered into an acquaint- 
ance. 

And whereas he was noted in his youth 
to have a (harp wit, and apt to jeft 3 that, 
by time, travel, and converfation, was fo 
poliihed, and made fo ufeful, that his 
company feenied to be one of the de- 

VOL. I, L lights 
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lights of mankind ; infomuch as Robert 
Earl of Eflex (then one of the darlings of 
fortune, and in greateft favour with QUeen 
Elizabeth) invited him firft into a friend- 
(hip, and, after a knowledge of his great 
abilities, to be one of his fecretaries ; the 
other being Mr. Henry CufFe, fometime 
of Merton College in Oxford, (and there 
alfo the acquaintance of Sir Henry Wot- 
ton in his youth,) Mr. CufFe being then 
a man of no common note in the Univer- 
fity for his learning; nor, after his re- 
moval from that place, for the great abi- 
lities of his mind, nor indeed for the fa- 
talnefs of his end. 

Sir Henry Wotton, being now taken 
into a ferviceable friendfliip with the Earl 
of Eflex, did perfonally attend his coun- 
fels and employments in two voyages at 
fea againft the Spaniards, and alfo in that 
(which was the EarPs laft) into Ireland ; 
that voyage, wherein he then did fo much 
provoke the Queen to anger, and worfe 
at his return into England ; upon whofe 
immoveable favour the Earl had built 
fuch fandy hopes, as encouraged him to 

thof& 
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thofe undertakings, which, with the help 
of a ccHitrary fa&ion, fuddenly caufed his 
eommitment to the Tower. 

Sir Henry Wotton obferving this, 
though he was not of that faAion (for the 
Earl's followers were alfo divided into their 
feveral interefts) which encouraged the 
Earl to thofe undertakings which proved 
to fatal to him and divers of his confe- 
deration ; yet, knowing treafon to ht fo 
coraprehenfive, as to take in even circum- 
ftances, and out of them to make fuch po- 
fitive concluiions, as fubtle ftatefinen (hall 
projeft, either for their revenge or fafety; 
confidering this, he thought prevention, 
by abfence out of England, a better fe- 
curity, than to ftay in it, and there plead 
his innocency in a prifon. Therefore did 
be, fo foon as the Earl was apprehend- 
ed, very quickly, and as privately, glide 
through Kent to Dover, without fo much 
as looking toward his native and beloved 
Bo6kon ; and was, by the help of favour- 
able winds, and liberal payment of the 
mariners, within fixteen hours after his 
departure from London, fet upon the 
L % French 
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French fliore 5 where he heard fhortly af- 
ter, that the Earl was arraigned, con- 
demned, and beheaded; and that his 
friend Mr. CufFe was hanged, and divers 
other perfons of eminent quality exe- 
cuted. 

The tiqties did not look fo favourably 
upon Sir Henry Wotton, as to invite his 
return into England ; having therefore 
procured of Sir Edward Wojton, his elder 
brother, an aflurance that his annuity 
ihould be paid him in Italy, thither he 
went, happily renewing his intermitted 
friendfhip and intereft, and indeed his 
great content in a new copverfation with 
his old acquaintance in that nation, and 
more particularly in Florence, (which 
city is not more eminent for the Great 
Duke's court, than fqr the great recourfe 
of mi^n of choiceft note for learning and 
arts,) in which number he there met 
with his old friend Signior Vietta, a gen- 
tleman of Venice; and then taken to be 
fccretary to the Great Duke of Tufcany. 

After fome flay in Florence, he went 
Uie fourth time to vifit Rome, where in 

th« 
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the Englifli college he had very many 
friends; (their humanity made them real- 
ly fo, though they knew him to be a 
diflenter from many of their principles of 
Religion ;) and having enjoyed their com- 
pany, and fatisfied himfelf concerning 
fome curiofities that did partly occaiion 
his journey thither, he returned back to 
Florence, where a moft notable accident 
befel him ; an accident that did not on- 
ly find new employment for his choice 
abilities, but did introduce him to a 
knowledge and an intereft with our King 
James, then King of Scotland ; which I 
fliall proceed to relate. • 

But firft I am to tell the reader, that 
though Queen Elizabeth, or (he and her 
council, were never willing to declare her 
fucceflbr; yet James, then King of the 
Scots, v/as confidently believed by moft 
to be the man upon whom the fweet 
trouble of kingly government would be 
impofed ; and the Ckueen declining very 
feft, both by age and vifible infirmities, 
thofe that were of the Romifh perfuafion 
in point of religion, (even Rome itfelf, and 
L 3 thofe 
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thofe of this nation,) knowing that the 
death of the Queen, and the eftabliihing 
of her fucceflTor, were taken to be critical 
days for deftroying or eftdslifliing the 
Proteftant religion in this nation, did 
therefore improve all opportunities for 
preventing a Proteftant prince to fucceed 
her. And as the Pope's excommunicatioa 
of Queen Elizabeth had, both by the judg- 
ment and practice of the Jefuited Papift, 
expofed her to be warrantably deftroyed; 
fo, (if we may believe an angry adverfa- 
ry, a fecular Prieft * againft a Jefuit) you 
may believe, that about that time there 
were many endeavours, firft to excommu- 
nicate, and then to fhorten the life of 
King James. 

Immediately after Sir Henry Wotton'g 
return from Rome to Florence, (which 
was about .a year before the death of 
Queen Elizabeth,) Ferdinand, the Great 
Duke of Florence, had intercepted certain 
letters, that difcovered a defign to take 
away the life of James, the then King of 

« Watfon in his GUiodlibets. 

Scots. 
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Scots. The Duke abhorring the faft, and 
refolving to endeavour a prevention of it, 
advifed with his fecretary Vietta, by what 
means a caution might be beft given to 
that King ; and after confideration it was 
refolved to be done by Sir Henry Wot- 
ton, whom Vietta firft commended to the 
Duke, and the Duke had noted and ap- 
proved of above all the Englifh that fre- 
quented his court. 

Sir Henry was gladly called by his 
friend Vietta to the Duke, who, after 
much profeffion of truft and friendftip, 
acqumnted him witli the fecret ; and be- 
ing well inftrufted, difpatched him into 
Scotland with letters to the King, and 
with thofe letters fuch Italian antidotes 
againil poifon, as the Scots till then had 
been ftrangers to. 

Having parted from the Duke, he took 
up the name and language of an Italian ; 
and thinking it beft to avoid the line of 
Englifti intelligence and danger, he port- 
ed into Norway, and through that coun- 
try towards Scotland, where he found the 
King at Stirling. Being there, he ufed 
L 4 means. 
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means, by Bernard Lindfey, one of the 
King's bedchamber, to procure him a 
fpeedy and private conference with his 
Majefty ; afluring him, " That the bufi- 
*^ nefs which he was to negociate was of 
*' fuch confequence, as had caufed the 
^^/Great Duke of Tufcany to enjoin him 
*^ fuddenly to leave his native country of 
" Italy, to impart it to his King.'' 

This being by Bernard Lindfey made 
known to the King, the King, after a lit- 
tle wonder (mixed with jealoufy) to hear 
of an Italian ambaflador, or meflenger, 
required his name, (which was faid to be 
Oftavio Baldi,) and appointed him to be 
heard privately at a fixed hour that even- 
ing. 

When Oftavio Baldi came to the pre- 
fence-chamber door, he was requefted to 
lay afide his long rapier (which Italian- 
like he then wore) ; and being entered 
the chamber, he found there with the 
King three or four Scotch lords (landing 
diftant in feveral comers of the chamber : 
at the fight of whom he made a Hand ; 
which the King obferving, " bade him be 

bold, 
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^ bold^ and deliver his meffage j for he 
*^ would undertake for the fecrecy of all 
^^ that were prefent/' Then did OAavio 
Baldi deliver his letters and his meffage 
to the King in Italian ; which when the 
King had gracioufly received, aftec a lit- 
tle paufe, Odlavio Baldi fteps to the table, 
and whifpers to the King in his own lan- 
guage, that he was an Engliihman, be- 
feeching him for a more jM-ivate confer- 
ence with his Majefty, and that he might 
be concealed during his (lay in that na- 
tion; which was promifed and really per- 
formed by the King, during all his abode 
there, which was about three months; 
all which time was fpent with much 
pleafantnefs to the King, and with as 
much to Oflavio Baldi himfelf as that 
country could afford ; from which he de- 
parted as true an Italian as he came thi- 
ther. 

To the Duke at Florence he returned 

.with a fair and grateful account of his 

employment; and within fome few months 

after his return, there came certain news 

to Florence, that Queen Elizabeth was . 

dead; 
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dead ; and James King of the Scots pro- 
claimed King of England. The Duk© 
knowing travel and bufinefs to be the 
beft fchools of wifdom, and that Sir Hen- 
ry Wotton had been tutored in both, ad- 
vifed him to return prefently to England, 
and there joy the King with his new and 
better title, and wait there upon fortune 
for a better employment. 

When King James came into England, 
he found, amongft other of the late 
Queen's officers. Sir Edward, who was, 
after Lord Wotton, Comptroller of the 
Houfe, of whom he demanded, *' If he 
*' knew one Henry Wotton, that had fpent 
•^ much time in foreign travel?" The 
Lord replied, he knew him well, and that 
he was his brother. Then the King, afking 
where be then was, was anfwered, at Ve- 
nice, or Florence ; but by late letters 
from thence he underftood he would fud- 
denly be at Paris. ** Send for him,'* faid 
the King; ''and when he (hall come into 
** England, bid him repair privately to 
*' me." The Lord Wotton, after a little 
wonder, afked the King, '< If he knew 

"him?" 
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•* him?" To which the King anfwered, 
*« Yoa muft reft unfatisficd of that till 
** you bring the gentleman to me/' 

Not many months tAer fliis difcourfe^ 
ti« Lord Wotton brought his brother to 
attend the King, who took him in hii 
arms, and bade him welcome, by the 
name of OSiavio Baldly faying, ^* he was 
•^ the mod honeft, and therefore the beft, 
^^ diffembler that ever he met with :*' 
and faid, ^* Seeing I know you neither 
•^ want learning, travel, nor experience, 
" and that I have had fo real a teftimony 
*^ of your faithfulnefs and abilities to ma- 
•^ nage an ambaflage, I have fent for you 
*' to declare my purpofe ; which is, to 
•^ make ufe of you in that kind here- 
*^ after." And indeed the King did fo 
moft of thofe two and twenty years of 
his reign ; but before he difmifTed Ofl:avio 
Baldi from his prefent attendance upon 
him, he reftored him to his old name of 
Henry Wotton, by which he then knight* 
ed him. 

Not long after this, the King having 
refolved, according to his motto, {Beati 

pad" 
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pacifici) to have a friendfliip With hi» 
neighbour-kingdoms of France and Spain ; 
and alfo, for divers weighty reafons, to 
enter into an alliance with thfi ftate of 
Venice, and to that end to fend ambaffa- 
dors to thofe feveral places, did propofe 
the choice of thefe employments to Sir 
Henry Wotton ; who, confidering the 
fmallnefs of his own eftate^ (which he ne*- 
ver took care to augment,) and knowing 
the courts of great princes to be fump* 
tuous, and neceflarily expeniive, inclined 
,moft to that of Venice, as being a place 
of more retirement, and beft fuiting with 
his genius, who did ever love to join with 
bufinefs, ftudy, and a trial of natural ex- 
periments; for both which, fruitful Italy, 
that darling of nature, and cherifher of all 
arts, is fo juflly famed in all parts of the 
Chriftian world. 

Sir Henry having, after fome (hort time 
and confideration, refolved upon Venice, 
and a large allowance being appointed by 
the King for his voyage thither, and a 
fettled maintenance during his ftay there, 
he left England, nobly accompanied 

through 



SIR HENRY WOTTON. I57 

through France to Venice, by gentlemen 
of the beft families and breeding that this 
nation afforded : they were too many to 
name ; but thefe two, for the following 
reafons, may not be omitted. Sir Albertus 
Morton, his nephew, who went his fe- 
cretary; and William Bedel, a man of 
choice learning, and fan6tified wifdom, 
who went his chaplain. And though his 
dear friend Dr. Donne (then a private 
gentleman) was not one of the number 
that did perfonally accompany him in this 
voyage, yet the reading of this follow- 
ing letter, fent by him to Sir Henry 
Wotton, the morning before he left Eng- 
land, may teftify he wanted not his 
friend's beft wiflies to attend him. 



SIR, 

After thofc reverend papers, whofc foul is 

Our good and great King's lov'd hand and fear'd name : 

By which to you he derives much of his. 

And how he may makes you almoft the fame i 

A taper of his torch ; a copy writ 
From his original, and a &dr beam 

Of 
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Of the fame warm and dazzling fun, though it 
Muft in another fphere his virtue ftream : 

After thofe learned papers, which your hand 
Hath ftor*d with notes of ufe and pleafure too; 
From which rich treafury you may command 
Fit matter whether you will write or do : 

After thofe loving papers which friends fend 
With glad grief to your feaward-fteps farewell, 
And thicken on you now as prayers afcend 
To heaven on troops at a good man's paffing-bell : 

Admit this honeft paper ; and allow 
It fuch an audience as yourfelf would aik ; 
What you would fay at Venice this fays now. 
And has for nature what you have for talk. 

To fwear much love ; nor to be chang'd before 
Honour alone will to your fortune fit ; 
Nor (hall I then honour your fortune more, 
Hian I have done your honour-wanting wit. 

But 'tis an eafier load (though both oppfefs) 
To want, than govern greatnefs 5 for we arc 
Ip that our own and only bufinefs ; 
In this we muft for others' vices care. 

Tis therefore well your fpirits now are plac'd 

In their laft furnace, in a£kivity, 

Which fits them ; fchools, and courts, and wars o'er-paft 

To touch and tafte in any beft degree. 



For 
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For me ! (if there be fuch a thing as I) 
Fortune (if there be fuch a thing as (he) 
Finds that I bear fo well her tyranny. 
That (he thinks nothing elfe fo fit for me. 

But though (he part us, to hear my oft prayeii 
For your increafe, God is as near me here : 
And, to fend you what I (hall beg, his ftairt 
In length and eafe are alike every where. 

J. DONNE. 



Sir Henry Wotton was received by the 
ftate of Venice with much honour and 
gladnefs, both for that he delivered hi« 
ambaflage moft elegantly in the Italian 
language, and came alfo in fuch a junc-» 
ture of time, as his mailer's friendihip 
feemed ufeful for that republic. The time 
of his coming thither was about the year 
1604, Leonardo Donato being then Duke; 
a wife and refolved man, and to all pur* 
pofes fuch (Sir Henry Wotton woul^ 
often fay it) as the date of Venice could 
not then have wanted; there having been 
formerly, in the time of Pope Clement 
the eighth, fome contefts about the privi- 
leges of churchmen, and the power of 

the 
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the civil magiftrate ; of which, for thb 
information of common readers, I (hall 
fay a little, becaufe it may give light to 
fome paflages that follow. 

About the year 1603, ^^^ republic of 
Venice made feveral injunftions againft 
lay-perfons giving lands or goods to the 
church, without licence from the civil 
magiftrate; and in that inhibition they 
exprefled their reafons to be, *' For that 
** when any goods or land once came 
^* into the hands of the ecclefiaftics, it 
*^ was not fubjeft to alienation ; by reafon 
'* whereof (the lay-people being at their 
'^ death charitable even to excels) the 
*^ clergy grew every day more numerous, 
^* and pretended an exemption from all 
'^ pubUc fervice and taxes, and from all 
** fecular judgment; fo that the burden 
*< grew thereby too heavy to be borne by 
** the laity." 

Another occafion of difference was, that 
about this time complaints were juftly 
made by the Venetians againft two cler- 
gymen^ the Abbot of Nervefa, and a Ca- 
ncm of Vicenza, for committing fuch fins 

as 
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as I think not fit to name : nor are thefe 
mentioned with an intent to fix a fcandal 
upon any calling ; for holinefs is not tied 
to ecclefiaftical orders, and Italy is ob- 
ferved to breed the moft virtuous and 
moft vicious men of any nation. Thefe 
two having been long complained of at 
Rome in the name of the ftate of Venice^ 
and no fatisfaftion being given to the 
Venetians, they feized the perfons of this 
Abbot and Canon, and committed them 
to prifon. 

The juftice or injuftice of fuch or the 
like power, then ufed by the Venetians, 
had formerly had fome calm debates be- 
twixt the former Pope Clement the eighth 
and that republic : I fay, calm, for he did 
not excommunicate them ; confidering, 
as I conceive, that in the late council of 
Trent it was at laft, (after many politic 
difturbances and delays, and endeavours 
to preferve the Pope's prefent power,) in 
order to a general reformation of thofe 
many errors, which were in time crept 
into the church, declared by that council, 
*' That though difcipline and efpecial ex- 

VOL. I. M " com- 
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'^ communicatuHi be one of the chief fi-^ 
*' news of churGh-government^ and in- 
** tended to keep men in obedience to it; 
^^ for which end it was declared to be 
** very prpiitable : yet it was alfo de- 
*^ clared, and advifed to be ufed with 
" great fobriety and cJare, becaufe expe- 
'^ rience had informed them^ that when it 
^^ was pronounced unadvifedly or rafhly^ 
^* it became more contemned than fear- 
V ed." And, though this was the advice 
of that council at the conclufion of it, 
which was not many years before this 
quarrel with the Venetians ; yet this pru- 
dent, patient Pope Clement dying, Pope 
Pftul the fifth, who fucceeded him, (though 
not immediately, yet in the fame year,) 
being a man of a much hotter temper^ 
brought this difference with the Vene- 
tians to a much higher contention ; ob- 
jecting thofe late a£ls of that (late to be 
a diminution of his juft power, and limit* 
ed a time of twenty-four days for their 
revocation ; threatening, if he were not 
obeyed, to proceed to ti^e^excommunication 
of the riepublic, who fiiU offered to fhew 

both 
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tK>th reafon and ancient cuftom to war- 
rant their aftions. But this Pope, con- 
trary to his predeceffor's moderation, re- 
quired abfolute obedience without dif- 
putes. 

Thus it continued for about a year, the 
Pope ftill threatening excommunication, 
and the Venetians ftill anfwering him 
with fair fpeeches, and no compliance; 
till at laft the Pope's zeal to the Apoftolic 
fee did make him to excommunicate the 
Duke, the whole fenate, and all their do- 
minions, and, that done, to (hut up all 
their churches ; charing the whole cler- 
gy to forbear all facred offices to the Ve- 
netians, till their obedience fhould render 
them capable of abfolution. 

But this a€t of the Pope*s did but the 
more confirm the Venetians in their re- 
folution not to obey him : and to that 
end, upon the hearing of the Pope's in- 
terdi6k, they prefently publiflied, by found 
pf trumpet, a proclamation to this efre6t : 
. ^ That whofoever hath received from 
'* Rome any copy of a papal interdi£t^ 
u 2 " pub- 
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** publiflied there, as well againft the laM^ 
^^ of God, as againft the honour of this 
" nation, (hall prefently render it to the 
** Council of Ten, upon pain of death. 
^^ And made it lofs of eftate and nobility, 
^* but to fpeak in the behalf of the Je- 
« fuits." 

Then was Duado their ambafTador 
called home from Rome, and the inquifi- 
tion prefently fufpended by order of th^ 
ftate 5 and the flood-gates being thus fet 
open, any man that had a pleafant or 
fcoffing wit, might fafely vent it againft 
the Pope, either by free fpeaking, or by 
libels in print; and both became very 
pleafant to the people. 

Matters thus heightened, the ftat^ ad* 
vifed with father Paul, a holy and learned 
friar, (the author of the Hiftory of the 
Council of Trent,) whofe advice was, 
** Neither to provoke the Pope, nor lofe 
** their own right :" he declaring pub- 
licly in print, in the name of the ftate, 
" That the Pope was trufted to keep two 
** keys, one oi prudence, and the other of 

** power: 
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'^ power : and that, if they were not both 
*' ufed together, pmuer alone is not ef- 
*^ feAual in an excomnmnication.*' 

And thus thefe difcontents and oppofi- 
tions continued, till a report was blown 
abroad, that the Venetians were all turn- 
ed Proteftantsj which was believed by 
many, for that it was obferved that 
the Englifh ambaflador was fo often 
in conference with the fenate, and his 
chaplain Mr. Bedel more often with* fa- 
ther Paul, whom the people did not take 
to be his friend : and alfo, for that the 
republic of Venice was known to give 
commiflion to Gregory Juftiniano, then 
their ambalTador in England, to make all 
thefe proceedings known to the King of 
England, and to crave a promife of his 
ailiftance, if need (hould require : and in 
the mean time they required the King's 
advice and judgment ; which was the 
fame that he gave to Pope Clement, at 
his firft coming to the crown of England; 
(that Pope then moving him to an union 
with the Roman church ;) namely, *^ To 
** endeavour the calling of a free council, 
M 3 , ♦< for 
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** for the fettlement of peace in Chriften* 
'* dom ; and that he doubted not but 
^* that the French King, and divers other 
** princes^ would join to affift in fo good a 
^^ work ; and, in the mean time, the fin 
*^ of this breach, both with his and the 
^^ Venetian dominions, muft of neceffity 
** lie at the Pope's door." 

In this contention (which lafted almoft 
two years) the Pope gi'ew ftill higher, 
and- the Venetians more and more re- 
folved and carelefs ; flill acquainting King 
James with their proceedings, which was 
done by the help of Sir Henry Wotton, 
Mr. Bedel, and Padre Paulo, whom the 
Venetians did then call to be one of their 
confulters of ftate, and with his pen to 
defend their juft caufe : which was by 
him fo performed, that the Pope faw 
plainly he had weakened his power by 
exceeding it, and offered the Venetians 
abiblution upon very eafy terms ; which 
the Venetians flill (lighting, did at laft 
obtain by that which was fcarce fo much 
as a fhew of acknowledging it : for they 
made an order, that in that day in which 

they 
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they were abfolved^ there fhould be na 
public rejoicing, nor any bonfires that 
night, left the common people might 
judge, that they defired an abfolution, or 
were abfolved for committing a fault. 

Thefe contefts were the occafion of 
Padre Paulo's knowledge and intereft 
with King James; for whofe fake princi- 
pally Padre Paulo compiled that eminent 
hiftory of the remarkable council of 
Trent 5 which hiftory was, as faft as it 
was written, fent in feveral flieets in let- 
ters by Sir Henry Wotton, Mr. Bedel, 
atid others, unto King James, and the 
then Bifliop of Canterbury, into England, 
and there firft made public, both in Englifti 
OTd in the univerfal language. 

For eight years after Sir Henry Wot- 
ton's going into Italy, he ftood fair and 
highly valued in the King's opinion; but 
at laft became much clouded by an acci- 
dent, which I ftiall proceed to relate. 

At his firft going ambaftador into Italy, 

as he pafled through Germany, he ftayed 

fome days at Augufta, where having been 

M 4 in 
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in his former travels well known by 
many of the beft note for learning and in- 
geniotifnefs, (thofe that are efteem^ the 
virtuofi of that nation,) with whom he 
paffing an evening in merriments, was 
requefted by Chriftopher Flecamore to 
write fome fentence in his Albo ; (a book 
of white paper, which for that purpofe 
many of the Grerman gentry ufually carry 
about them :) and Sir Henry Wotton con- 
fenting to the nK)tion, took an occafion, 
from fome accidental difcourfe of the pre- 
Ibnt company, to write a plea&nt defi- 
nitbn of an ambaflador in thefe very 
words : 
*' Legatus eft vir bonus pere^e miiTus ad mentien* 
** dum reipublicae caufi.'* 

Which Sir Henry Wotton could have 
been content fhould have been thus Eng- 
liflied: 

" An ambaffador is an honeft man, fent to He abroad 
** for the good of his country." 

But the word for lie (being the hinge 
upon which the conceit was to turn) was 
not fo exprefled in Latin, as would admit 
(in the hands of an enemy efpecially) fo 

£ur 
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fair a conftruftion as Sir Henry thought 
in Englifli. Yet as it was, it flept quietly 
among other fentences in this Albo, al- 
moft eight years, till by accident it fell 
into the hands of Jafper Scioppius, a Ro- 
manift, a man of a reftlefs fpirit and a 
malicious pen ; who, with books againft 
King James, prints this as a principle of 
that religion profeffed by the King, and 
his aqjbaflador Sir Henry Wotton, then 
at Venice ; and in Venice it was prefently 
after written in feveral glafs -windows, 
and fpitefully declared to be Sir Henry 
Wotton's. 

This coming to the knowledge of 
King James, he apprehended it to be 
fuch an overfight, fuch a weaknefs, or 
worfe, in Sir Henry Wotton, as caufed 
the King to exprefs much wrath againft 
him : and this caufed Sir Henry Wotton 
to write two Apologies, one to Velferut 
(one of the chiefs of Augufta) in the uni- 
verfal language, which he caufed to be 
printed, and given and fcalMfed in the 
mod remarkable places both of Germany 
and Italy, as aa antidote againft tlie ve-r 

nomous 
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nomous books of Scioppius 3 and another 
Apology to King James ; which were 
both (o ingenious, fo clear, and fo choicely 
eloquent, that his Majefty (who was a 
pure judge of it) could not forbear, at 
the receipt thereof, to declare publicly, 
^* That Sir Henry Wotton had commuted 
** fufficiently for a greater offence." 

And now, as broken bones well fet 
become ftronger, fo Sir Henry Wotton 
did not only recover, but was much mora 
confirmed in his Majefly's eftim^ion and 
fevour than formerly he had been. 

And as that man of great wit and ufe- 
ful fancy (his friend Dr. Donne) gave in a 
will of his (a will of conceits) his reputa- 
tion to his friends, and his induftry to his 
foes, becaufe from thence he received 
both ; fo thofe friends, that in this time 
of trial laboured to excufe this facetious 
freedom of Sir Henry Wotton*6, were to 
him more dear, and by him more highly 
valued : and thofe acquaintance, that 
urged this^ato an advantage againft him, 
caufed him by this error to grow both 
more wife, and (which is the beft fruit 

error 



SIR HBNRT WOTTON. tjt 

error can bring forth) for the future to 
become more induftrioufly watchful over 
hit tongue and pen. 

I have told you a part of his employ- 
ment in Italy ; where, notwithftanding the 
death of his favourer, the Duke Leonardo 
Donato, who had an undiflembled affec- 
tion for him, and the malicious accufation 
of Scioppius, yet his intereft (as though 
it had been an intailed love) was flill found 
to live and increafe in all the fucceeding 
dukes, during his employment to that 
ftate, which was almofl twenty years ; all 
which time he (hidied the difpofitions of 
thofe dukes, and the other confulters of 
flate; well knowing that he who nego- 
ciates a continued bufinefs, and negle£tt 
the fiudy of difpofitions, ufually fails in his 
propofed ends. But in this Sir Henry 
Wotton did not fail 5 for by a fine forting 
of fit prefents, curious and not coftly en- 
tertainments, always fweetened by vari- 
ous and pleafant difcourfe — ^with which, 
and his choice application of ftories, and 
his el/egant delivery of all thefe, even in 
their Italian language, he firft got, and 

ftiU 
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ftill prefervcd, fuch intereft in the ftate of 
Venice, that if was obferved (fuch was 
either his merit or his modefty) they 
never denied him any requeft. 

But all this (hews but his abilities, 
and his fitnefs for that employment : it 
will therefore be needful to tell the reader, 
what ufe he made of the intereft which 
thefe procured him : and that indeed 
was, rather to oblige others than to enrich 
himfelf; he ftill endeavouring that the 
reputation of the Englifli might be main- 
tained, both in the German empire and 
in Italy ; where many gentlemen, whom 
travel had invited into that nation, re« 
ceived from him cheerful entertainments, 
advice for their behaviour, and by his in- 
tereft flielter or deliverance from thofe 
accidental ftorms of adverfity which ufu- 
ally attend upon travel. 

And becaufe thefe things may appear 
to the reader to be but generals, I ftiall 
acquaint him with two particular exam- 
ples ; one of his merciful difpofition, and 
one of the noblenefs of his mind ; which 
(ball follow. 

There 
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There had been many Englifli foldiert 
brought by commanders of their own 
country, to ferve the Venetians for pay 
againft the Turk: and thofe Englifh 
having by irregularities, or improvidence, 
brought themfelves into feveral galleys 
and prifons. Sir Henry Wotton became a 
petitioner to that ftate for their lives and 
enlargement ; and his requeft was grant- 
ed: fo that thofe (which were many 
hundreds, and there made the fad ex- 
amples of human mifery, by hard impri- 
foament and unpitied poverty in a ftrange 
nation) were by his means releafed, re-* 
lieved, and in a comfortable condition 
fent to thank God and him for their lives 
and liberty in their own country. 

And this I have obferved as one tefti- 
mony of the compaffionate nature of him, 
who was, during his (lay in thofe parts, 
as a city of refuge for the diftrefled of 
this and other nations. 

And for that which I offer as a tefti* 
mony of the noblenefs of his mind, I (hall 
make way to the reader's clearer under- 
ftanding of it, by telling him, that, befide 

feveral 
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feveral other foreign employments. Sir 
Henry Wotton was fent thrice ambaf- 
iador to the republic of Venice. And at 
his lad going thither, he was employed 
ambaflador to feveral of the Grerman 
princes, and more particularly to the Em- 
peror Ferdinando the fecond; and that 
his employment to him^ and thofe princes, 
was to incline them to equitable condi* 
tions for the reftoration of the Queen of 
Bohemia, and her defcendants, to their 
patrimonial inheritance of the Palatinate* 
This was, by his eight months' con(knt 
endeavours and attendance upon the Em- 
peror, his court, and council, brought to 
a probability of a fuccefsful conclufion, 
without bloodihed. But there were at 
that time two oppofite armies in the field; 
and as they were treating, there was a 
battle fought, in the managery whereof 
there were fo many miferable errors on the 
one fide, (fo Sir Henry Wotton exprefifes 
it in a difpatch to the King) and fo ad- 
vantageous events to the Emperor, as put 
an end to all prefent hopes of a fuccefsful 
treaty 5 fo that Sir Henry, feeing the face 

of 
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of peace altered by that viftory, pr^>ared 
for a removal from that Court ; and at his 
departure from the Emperor, was fo bold 
as to remember him, ** That the events 
** of every battle move on the unfeen 
** wheels of Fortune, which arc this 
^* moment up, and down the next j and 
^^ therefore humbly advifed him to ufe 
<^ his victory fo foberly, as (till to put on 
" thoughts of peace." Which advice, 
though it feemed to be fpoken with fome 
paffion, (his dear miftrefs the Queen of 
Bohemia being concerned in it) was yet 
taken in good part by the Emperor ; who 
replied, ^* That he would confider his ad- 
** vice. And though he looked on the 
" King his matter as an abettor of his 
*^ enemy, the Paulfgrave 5 yet for Sir 
*^ Henry himfelf, his behaviour had been 
** fuch during the manage of the treaty, 
*^ that lie took him to be a perfon of 
*^ much honour and merit j and did there- 
** fore defire him to accept of that jewel, 
*^ as a teftimony of his good opinion of 
*^ him :" which was a jewel of diamonds 
c^ more value than a thoufand pounds. 

This 
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This jewel was received with all out-* 
ward circumftances and terms of honour 
by Sir Henry Wotton. But the next 
morning, at his departing from Vienna, 
he, at his taking leave of the Countefs 
of Sabrina, (an Italian lady, in whofe 
houfe the Emperor had appointed him to 
be lodged, and honourably entertdn- 
ed) ** acknowledged her merits, and be- 
*^ fought her to accept of that jewel, as a 
*^ teftimony of his gratitude for her civi- 
•* lities ;** prefenting her with the fame 
that was given him by the Emperor: 
which being {'uddenly difcovered, and 
told to the Emperor, was by him taken 
for a high affront, and Sir Henry Wot- 
ton told fo by a meflenger. To which he , 
replied, ** That though he received it 
*^ with thankfiilnefs, yet he found in him- 
'^ felf an indifpofition to be the better for 
^* any gift that came from an enemy to 
** his royal miftrefs, the Queen of Bohe- 
*^ mia ;'' for fo (he was pleafed he (hould 
always call her. 

Many other of his fervices to his Prince 
and this nation might be infixed upon; 

as. 
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-ABy namely^ hid procurations of privi- 
kges and courtefied with the Germttn 
princes^ and the republic of Venice, fdr 
the £ngli(h merchants; and what he did 
by dire&ion of King James with the Ve- 
netian State, concerning the Bifbop of 
Spalato's return to the Church of Rome. 
But for the particulars of thefe, and many 
more that I meant to make known, I 
want a view of fome papers that might 
inform me, (his late Majefty's letter-of- 
fice having now fuffered a ftrange aliena- 
tion,) and indeed I want time too; for thfe 
printer's prefs.ftays for what is written i 
fo that I muft hafte to bring Sir Henry 
Wotton in an inftant from Venice to Lon- 
don, leaving the reader tb make Up what 
is defective in this place, by the fmall 
fupplement of the infcription under his 
lurms, which he left at all thofe houfes 
where he refted, or lodged, when he re- 
turned from his lad embafly into Eng- 
land. 

*^ Henricus Wottonius Anglo-Cantia- 
'^ nus,Thomae optimi viri filius natu mini**' 
i' mus, a fereniffimo Jacobo 1. Mag* Brit. 

VOL. I. N *^ Rege, 
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*^ Rege, in equeftreni jtitulum adfcitud^ 
^^ ejufdemque ter ad rempublicam Vene- 
" tarn Legatus Ordinarius, femel ad con- 
,^* foederateruni Provinciarum Ordines in 
^^ Juliacenfi negotio. Bis ad Carolum 
'^ Emanuel, Sabaudiae Ducem ; femel ad 
*^ miitos fuperioris Germanise Principes in 
^^ Conventu Heilbrunenfi^ poftremo ad 
'* Archiducem Leopoldum, Ducwi Wit- 
*' tembergenfemyCivitatesimperiales, Ar- 
^^ gentinam> Ulmamque, et ipfum Roma- 
ic norum Imperatorem Ferdinandum fe- 
^^ cundum^ Legatus Extraordinarius^ tan* 
*^ dem hoc didicit, 

** Animas fieri fapientiores quiefccndo.** 

To London he came the year before 
King James died ; who having, for the 
reward of his foreign fervice, promifed 
him the reverfion of an office, which was 
fit to be turned into prefent money, which 
he wanted, for a fopply of his prefent ne« 
ceffities ; and alfo granted him the rever<» 
fion of the Mafter of the Rolls place, if 
he outlived charitable Sir Julius Cslar, 
who then poflefled it, and tiien grown. fo 

. old^ 
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iAd, that be was faid to be kept alive be- 
yond nature's courfe, by the prayers of 
thofe many poor which be daily re- 
lieved. 

But thefe were but in hope ; and hid 
condition required a prefent fupport : for 
in the beginning of thefe employments 
he fold to his dder brother^ the Lord 
Wotton^ the rent-charge left by his good 
fether ; and (which is worfe) was now at 
his return indebted to feveral perfons^ 
whom he was not able to fiitisfy, but by 
the King's payment of his arrears^ due 
for his foreign employments. He had 
brought into England many fervaiits, of 
which fome were German and Italian 
artifis: this was part of his condition, 
who had many times hardly fufficient 
to fupply the occafions of the day : for 
it may by no means be faid of his provi- 
dence, as himfelf faid of Sir Philip Sidney's 
wit, " That it was the very meafure of 
'^ congruity," he being always fo" care- 
lefs of money, as though our Saviour's 
words, ^^ Care not fior to-morrow," were 
to be literally underftood. 

N 4 But 
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But it pleafed the God of providence 
that in this jun£kure bf time die Provoftj- 
(bip of his Majefty's Cdlege of Eton be^ 
came void by the death of Mr. Th<Hna4 
Murray, for which there were (as the 
place deferved) many earneft and power- 
ful fuitors to the King. And Sir Henry, 
who had fiw many years (like Sifyphus) 
rolled the reftlds ftone of a ftate-eraployj- 
ment, knowing experimentally tliat the 
great bleffing cf fweet content was not td 
be found in multitudes of men or bufi- 
nefs, and that a college was the fitteft 
place to nourifh holy thoughts, and to 
afford reft both to his body and mind, 
which his age (being now almoft threes 
icore years) feemed to require^ did there-^ 
fore ufe his own, and the intereft of aU 
his friends, to procure that place. By 
which means, and quitting the King of 
his promifed reverfionary offices, and a 
{Hcce of hcmeft poUcy, (which I have not 
time to relate,) he got a grant of it from- 
his Majefty^ 

And this was a fair £itis£iiAion to bis 

mind : but money was. wanting to fomiih. 

* him 
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him with thofe neceflaries which aittend 
removes, and a fettlement in fuch a place | 
and, to procure that, he wrote to his old 
friend Mr. Nicholas Pey, for his affift- 
ance. Of which Nicholas Pey I (ball 
here fay a little, for the clearing of fome 
paflages that I (hall mention hereafter. 

He was in his youth a clerk, or in 
fome fiich way a fenrant to the Lord Wot* 
ton. Sir Henry's brother; and by bim, 
when he was Comptroller of the King's 
houihold, was made a great o6Bcer in his 
M^yefty's houfe. This and other favours 
being conferred upon Mr. Pey (in whom 
there was a radical honefly) were always 
thankiully acknowledged by him, and 
his gratitude exfurefled by a willing and 
unwearied ferviceablenefs to that family 
even till his death. To him Sir Henry 
Wotton wrote, to ufe all his intereft at 
Court, to procure five hundred pounds of 
his arrears, (for lefs would not fettle bim 
in the college); and the want of fuch ^ 
fum *^ wrinkled his face with care;" 
('twas his own expreffion,) and, that mo- 
ney being procured, he ihould the next 
N3 day 
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day after find him in hit college, and 
•' Invidiae remedium" writ over his ftudy 
door. 

This money, being part of his arrears, 
was, by his own and the help of honeft 
Nicholas Pey*e intereft in Court, quickly 
procured him, and he as quickly in the 
college ; the fdace where indeed his hap- 
pinefs then feemed to have its begin- 
ning ; the college being to his mind as a 
quiet harbour to a fea-faring man after a 
tempeftuous voyage ; where, by the bcMin- 
ty of the pious founder, hb very food and 
raiment were plentiftilly provided for him 
in kind, and more money than enough ; 
where he was freed from all corroding 
cares, and feated on fuch a rock, as the 
wnves of want could not probably (hake ; 
where he might (it in a calm, and, look«» 
ing down, behold the bufy multitude tur- 
moiled and tQ0ed in a tempeftuous fea of 
trouble and dangers ; and (as Sir William 
Davenant has happily exprefled the like 
of another perfon) 

*^ Laugh at the graver buiinefs of the Sttte, 

*< Which Xpcaks men rather wHe ihan fortunate." 

Being 
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^ing thua fettled according to the 
defires of his heart, his firft ftudy was the 
ft^tutes of the college; by which he 
conceived himfelf bound to enter into 
holy orders, which he did, being made 
deacon with all convenient Q)eed. Shortly 
after which time, as he came in his fur- 
plice from the church -fervice, an old 
friend, a perfon of quality, met him fo at- 
tired, and joyed him of his new habit. To 
whom Sir Henry Wotton replied," I thank 
** God and the King, by whofe goodnefs 
** I now am in this condition ; a condi- 
*^ tion which that Emperor Charles the 
^ fifth feemed to aj^ove ; who, after fo 
" many remarkable viAories, when his 
^^ glory was great in the eyes of all men, 
** freely gave up his crown, and the many 
** cares that attended it, to Philip his fon, 
*^ making a holy retreat to a cloiileral 
<^ life, where he might, by devout medi- 
*^ tations, confnlt with God," which the 
rich or bufy men feldom do; *^ and have 
** leifure both to examine the errors of 
•* his life pad, and prepare for that great 
^ day, wherein all flefli muft make an ac- 
N 4 « count 
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^^ count of their adiotis: and after 1$, kind 
^f of tempeftuous life, I now have the, 
^f like advantage from him^ that makes 
^f the Qufgoings of the mormng to praife 
^^ bm i eypn ^om my God, whom I daily 
^f magnify for this parti<?idar tpercy of 
'* an exemption from bufineft, ^ quiet 
ff mind, and a liberal maii)teni|nce, eirepc 
" in this part of my life, when my age 
f^ and infirmities feem to found me a r^^ 
^5 treat from the ple^fures qf this world, 
f^ and invite me to contemplation, in 
^' which I have ever taken the gre^teft 
f^ felicity/' 

And now to fpeak a little of the em- 
ployment of bis time in the college. After 
his cuQomary public devotions, his ufe 
was to retire into his ftudy, and there to 
fpend fome hours in reading the Bible,' 
and authors in divinity, clofing up his 
meditations with private prayer. This 
was, for the moft part, his employment 
in the forenoon. But when he was once 
fat to dinner, then nothing but cheerful 
thoughts poffisifed his mind, and thofe 
fliJl iucreafed by conftant company at bis 

table. 
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tat^e, of fuch perfonB as brought thither 
additions both of learning and pleafure t 
but fonie part of mod days was ufually 
fpent in philofophical conclufions. Nor 
did be forget his innate pleafure of an^ 
gling, which he would ufually call, *^ his 
**idle time not idly fpent;" faying often, he 
would rather live five May months than 
fcrty Decembers. 

He was a great lover of his neighbours, 
end a bountiful entertainer pf them very 
often at his table, where his meat was 
choice, and his difcourfe better. 

He was a conftant cheriiher of all thofe 
youths in that fchool, in whom he found 
either a conftant diligence, or a genius 
that prompted thein to learning ; for 
whofe encouragement he wa^ (befid^ 
many other things of neceffity and beau- 
ty) at the charge of letting up in it two 
rows of pillars, on which he caufed to be 
choicely drawn the piflures of divers of 
the moft famous Gree)^ and Latin hifto* 
rians, poets, and. orators; perfuading them 
not to neglect rhetoric, becaule Almighty 
Qod has left mankind affedions to b^ 

wrought 
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wrought upon : and he would often fay} 
** That none defpifed eloquence, but fuch 
" dull fouls as were not capable of it/? 
He would alfo often make choice of fome 
obfervations out of thofe hiftorians and 
poets ; and would never leave the fcbool^ 
without dropping fome choice Greek or 
Latin apophthegm or fentence, that might 
be worthy of a room in the memory of a 
growing fcholar. 

He was pbafed conftantly to breed up 
one or more hopeful youths, which he 
picked out of the fchool, and took into 
his own domeftic care, and to attend him 
at his meals ; out of whofe difcourfe and 
behaviour he gathered obfervations for 
the better completing of his intended 
work of education : of which, by his ftill 
ftriving to make the whole better, he 
lived to leave but part to pofterity. 

He was a great enemy to wrangling 
difputes of religion ; concerning which I 
(haJl fay a little, both to teftify that, and 
to (hew the readinefs of his wit. 

Having at his being in Rome made ac- 
quaintance with a pleafant prieft, who in^ 

vited 
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vlted him one evening to hear their vef- 
per mufic at church ; the pried feeing Sir 
Henry ftand obfcurely in a corner, fends 
to him by a boy of the choir this quef* 
tion, writ in a fmall piece of paper: 
^^ Where was your religion to be found 
*^ before Luther ?^ To which queftion Sir 
Henry prefently under^rit, ** My reli- 
** gion was to be found then, where 
*' yours is not to be found now, in the 
*^ written word of God." 

The next vefper. Sir Henry went pur- 
pofely to the fame church, and fent one 
of the choir-boys with this queftion td 
his honeft, pleafant friend, the prieft t 
*^ Do you believe all thofe many thou- 
** fands of poor Chriftians were damned^ 
*^ that were excommunicated becaufe the 
** Pope and the Duke of Venice could 
*^ not agree about their temporal power ?^* 
^^ even thofe poor Chriftians that knew 
'* not why they quarrelled. Speak your 
** confcience." To which he underwrit 
in French, *' Monfieur, excufez-moi/' 

To one that aflced him, " Whether a 
« Papift may be laved?'' he replied, " Yoii 

** may 
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'* may be faved without knowing that#, 
^^ Look to yourfelf/' 

To another^ whofe earneftnefs exceeded 
his knowledge, and was ftill railing againft 
the Papifts, he gave this advice : ^^ Pray, 
♦^ Sir, forbear till you have fiudied the 
^^ points better ; for the wife Italii^ns have 
*^ this proverb: He that underilands an^ifs 
^^ concludes worfe. And take heed of 
*^ thinking, the farther you go fh>m the 
*' church of Rome, the nearer you are to 
*< God." 

And to another, that i^ake indifcreet 
and bitter words againft Amiinius, I heard 
him reply to this purpofe : 

^^ In my travel towards Venice, as I 
•' paiTed through Germany, I refted almoft 
*' a year at Leyden, where I entered into 
** an acquaintance with Arminius, (then 
** the Profeflbr of Divinity in that Uni- 
*' verfity,) a man much talked of in this 
*' age, which is made up of oppoiition 
*' and controverfy. And indeed, if I mif- 
** take not Arminius in his expreflions> 
^* (as fo weak a brain as mine is may 
** eafily do,) then I know I differ from 

" him 
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** him in fome points : yet I profefs my 
** judgment of him to be, that he Was t 
^^ man of moft rare learning, and I kneifir 
«* him to be of a moft ftrift life, and of a 
^^ moft meek fpiriti And that he Was fo 
^^ mild appears by his propofals to out 
" Matter Perkins of Cambridge, froiti 
** whofe book, « Of ^e Order and Caufes 
*^ of Salvation' (whith was firft writ ill 
*' Latin) Arminius took the occafion of 
^* writing fome queries to him concern- 
^^ ing the confequence of his dodrine } 
*^ intending them, it is fidd, to come pri- 
*^ vately to Mr. Perkins's own hands, 
f^ and to receive from him a like private 
f ^ and a like loving anfwer. But Mr; 
^^ Perkins died before thofe queries camd 
f^ to him ; and it is thought Arminius 
^^ meant them to die with him : for 
^^ though he lived long after, I have 
^^ heard he forbore to publifh them : but 
f^ fince his death his fons did not. And it 
^^ is a pity, if God had been fo pkafed^ 
f^ that Mr. Perkins did not live to fee, 
^^ confider, and anfwer thofe propoials 
^^ Jiimfelf; for he was alfo of a moft meek 

'' fpirit. 
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bertus Morton, went his feci*etary i and I 
urn next to tell you, that Sir Albertias died 
fecretary of ftate to our late King ; but 
cannot, am not able to exprefs the forrow 
that poffeffed Sir Heriry Wotton, at Kis firft 
hearing the news that Sir Albertus was 
by death loft to him and this worlds And 
yet the reader may partly^^guefs by thefe 
following expreflions : the firft iti a letter 
to his Nicholas Pey, of which this that 
followeth is a part. 

*^ - — And, my dear Nick, when Ihad 
" been here almoft a fortnight, in the 
•^. midft of my great contentment, I receiv* 
** ed notice of Sir Albertus Morton's depar- 
*^ ture out of this world, who was dearer 
'^ to me than mine own being in it« 
** What a wound it is to my heart, you 
'* that knew him, and know me, will 
** eafily believe : but our Creatdr'-s will 
*^ muft be done, and unrepiningly receiv* 
^^ ed by his own creatures, who is the 
'* Lord of all nature and of all fortune^ 
**^ when he taketh to himfelf now one, 
«* and then another, till that expe&ed 
*^ day, wherein it ftiall pleafe him to dif* 

'' folve 
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^^ folve the wlK>le^ and wrap up even the 
*^ heaven itfelf as a fcroU of parchment. 
'* This is the laft philofophy that we muft 
" ftudy upon earth. Let us therefore, that 
" yet remain here, as our days and friends 
^' wafle, reinforce our love to each other; 
** which of all virtues, both fpiritual and 
" moral, hath the higheft privilege, be* 
^^ caufe death itfelf cannot end it. And 
*^ my good Nick," &c. 

This is a part of his forrow thus expreffed 

to his Nick Pey: the other part is in this 

'following elegy, of which the reader may 

fafely conclude it was too hearty to be 

diflembled. 

TEARS 

WEPT AT THB ORAVB OF SIR ALBERTUS MOR* 
TDK, BY HENRY WOTTON. 

SiLENCEy in truth, would fpeak my forrow beft. 
For deepeft wounds c$ui leaft their fiedings tell : 
Yet let me borrow from mine own unreft 
A time to bid him, whom I IotM, farewell. 

Ohj my unhappy lines l you that before 
Have ferv'd my youth to vent fame wanton cries. 
And now, congeal'd with grief, can fcarce implore 
Strength to accent, *• Her© my Albertus lies.** 

VOL, I. This 
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This is that (able ftone» this is the cave 
And womb of earth, that doth his corpfe embrace : 
While others fing his praife, let me engrave 
Thefe bleeding numbers to adorn the place. 

Here will I paint the charafters of woe ; 

Here will I pay my tribute to the dead ; 

And here my feithful tears in (howers ihall flow, 

To humanize the flints on which I tread. 

Where though I mourn my matdhlefs lofs alone, 
And non^ between my weaknefs judge and me ; 
Yet even thefe peniive walls allow my moan, 
Whofe doleful echoes to my plaints agree. 

But is he gone ? and live I rhyming here^ 
As if fome Mufe would liften to my lay ? 
When all diftun'd fit waiting for their dear, 
And bathe the banks where he was wont to play« 

Dwell then in endlefs blifs with happy fouls, 
Difcharg*d from Nature's and from Fortune's truft ; 
Whilft on this fluid globe my hour-glafs rolls. 
And runs the reft oC my remaining duft* H. W* 



This concerning his Sir Albertus Mor- 
ton. 

And for what I fhall iky concerning 
Mr. William Bedell I muft prepare the 
reader by telling him, that when King 
James fent Sir Henry Wotton ambafla- 

dor 



SIR HENRY WOTTOK. I95 

dor to the ftate of Venice, he fent alfo an 
ambaffador to the King of France, and 
another to the King of Spain. With the 
-ambafTador of France went Jofeph Hall, 
Jate Biihop of Norwich, whofe many and 
-ufeful works fpeak his great merit : with 
the ambaflador of Spain went James 
Wadfworth ; and with Sir Henry Wotton 
went William Bedel. 
V Thefe three chaplains to thefe three 
ambafladors were all bred in one Uni- 
verfity, all of one college % all beneficed in 
one diocefe, and all mod dear and entire 
fiiends. But in Spain Mr. Wadfworth 
met with temptations, or reafons, fuch as 
were fo powerful as to perfuade him 
(who of the three was formerly obferved 
to be the moft averfe to that religion that 
calls itfelf Catholic) to difclaim himfelf a 
member of the Church of England, and 
declare himfelf for the Church of Rome ; 
difcharging himfelf of his attendance on 
the ambaflador, and betaking himfelf to 

• Emanuel College in Cambridge. 

o a a mona* 
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a monafterial life, in which he lived very 
regularly, and fo died. 

When Dr. Hall, the late Bifliop of Nor- 
wich, came into England, he wrote to 
Mr. Wadfworth, (it is the firft epillle in 
bis printed decades,) to perfuade his re- 
turn, or to (hew the reafon of his apo- 
ftafy. The letter feemed to have in it 
many fweet expreflions of love ; and yet 
there was in it fome expreffion that was 
fo unpleafant to Mr. Wadfworth, that he 
chofe rather to acquaint his old friend 
Mr. Bedel with his motives; by which 
means there paiTed betwixt Mr. Bedel and 
Mr. Wadfworth divers letters, which be- 
cxtant in print, and did well deferve it ; 
for in them there feems to be a contro- 
verfy, not of religion only, but who 
(hould anfwer each other with moft love 
and meeknefs ; which I mention the ra- 
ther, becaufe it too feldom falls out to be 
fo in a book-war. 

There is yet a little more to be faid of 
Mr. Bedel, for the greateft part of which 
the reader is referred to this following 

letter 
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letter of Sir Henry Wotton^s, written to 
our late King Charles the firft : 

'* May it pleafe Your moft Gracious Majefty, 

^' Having been informed that certain 
*' perfons have, by the good wifhes of 
*^ the Archbifliop of Armagh, been di- 
** refted hither, with a moft humble pe- 
*^ tition unto your Majefty, that you will 
** be pleafed to make Mr. William Bedel 
'^ (now refident upon a fmall benefice in 
*' Suffolk) Governor of your college at 
*^ Dublin, for the good of that fociety ; 
*^ and myfelf being required to render 
^^ unto your Majefty fome teftimony of 
*^ the faid William Bedel, who was long 
** my chaplain at Venice, in the time of 
** my firft employment there, 1 am bound 
*^ in all confcience and truth (fo far as 
'* your Majefty will vouchfafe to accept 
** my poor judgment) to affirm of him, 
*^ that I think hardly a fitter man for that 
^^ charge could have been propotmded 
** unto your Majefty in your whole king- 
^* dom, for fingular erudition and piety, 
*^ conformity to the rites of the ehurch, 
03 *^ and 
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** and zeal to advance the caufe of God, 
*' wherein his travels abroad were not ob- 
*^ fcure in the time of the excommuni- 
*^ cation of the Venetians. 

^' For it may pleafe your Majefty to 
** know, that this is the man whom Padre 
*^ Paulo took, I may fay, into his very 
*^ foul, with whom he did communicate 
*^ the inwardeft thoughts of his heart ; 
*' from whom he profefled to have re- 
** ceived more knowledge in all divinity, 
^' both fcholaftical and pofitive, than from 
*^ any that he had ever praAifed in his 
** days 5 of which all the paflkges were 
*^ well known to the King your father, 
^^ of moll bleffed memory. And fo, with 
f* your Majefty's good favour, I will end 
^^ this needlefs office ; for the general 
^^ fame of his learning, his life, and Chrif- 
*^ tian temper, and thofe religious labours 
*^ which himfelf hath dedicated to your 
'^ Majefty, do better defcribe him than I 
*' am able. 

*^ Your Majefty's 
<* Moft humble and faithful fervant, 

" H. WOTTON." 

To 
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To this letter I fliall add this ; that 
he was (to the great joy of Sir Henry 
Wotton) made governor of the faid col- 
lege * 5 and that, after a fair difcharge of 
his duty and truft there, he was thence 
removed to be Bifliop of Kilmore ^. In 
both which places his life was fo holy, 
as feemed to equal the primitive Chrif- 
tians : for as they, fo he kept all the Em- 
ber-weeks, obferved (befides his private 
devotions) the canonical hours of prayer 
very ftriftly, and fo he did all the 
feafte and faA-days of his mother, the 
Church of England. To which I may add, 
that his patience and charity were both 
fuch as (hewed his affe6tion8 were fet 
upon things that are above ; for indeed 
his whole life brought forth the fruits of 
the fpirit ; there being in him fuch a re- 
markable meeknefs, that as St. Paul ad- 
vifed his Timothy in the eleAion of a bi- 
ihop, That he have a good report of thofe 
that he without^', fo had he: for thofe that 
were without, even thofe that in point of 

» Aug. 16x7. * Sept. 3, 1629, « I Tim. Hi. 7. 

04 reli- 
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religion were of the Roman perfnafion, 
(of which there were rery nutny in his 
diocefe^) dki yet (fuch is the power of vi- 
fible piety) ever look upon him with re- 
fpeA and reverence, and teftified it by a 
concealing and fafe prote£Ung him from 
death in the late horrid rebellion in Ire* 
land, when the fury of the wild Iriih 
knew no diftindion of perfons ; and yet 
there and then he was protected and 
cfaeriihed by thofe of a contrary perfua- 
fion ; and there and then he died, not by 
violence or mifufage, but by grief in a quiet 
prifon (1629). And with him was loft 
many of his learned writings, which were 
thought worthy of prefervation ; and a- 
mongft the reft was loft the Bible, which 
by many years labour, and conference^ 
and ftudy, he had tranflated into the Irifti 
tongue, with an intent to have printed it 
for public ufe. 

More might be faid of Mr. Bedel, who^ 
I told the reader, was Sir Henry Wotton's 
firft chaplain; and much of his fecond 
chaplain, Ifaac Bargrave, Doftor in Divi- 
nity, and the late learned and hofpitable 

Dean 
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Detn of Canterbury ; as alfo of the menu 
of many others^ that had the happincfs to 
attend Sir Henry in his foreign employ- 
ments : but the reader may think that in 
this digreffion I have already carried him 
too far from Eton College, and therefore 
I (hall lead him back as gently and as or^ 
derly as I may to that place, for a further 
conference concerning Sir Henry Wotton. 
Sir Henry Wotton had propofed to 
himfelf, before he entered into his colle- 
giate life, to write the life of Martin Lu- 
ther, and in it the hiilory of the reform* 
ation, as it was carried on in Germany : 
for the doing of which he had many ad- 
vantages by his feveral embaffies into 
thofe parts, and his intereft in the feveral 
princes of the empire ; by whofe meant 
he had accefs to the records of all the 
Hans towns, and the knowledge of many 
fecret paflfages that fell not under com- 
mon view ; and in thefe he had made a hap- 
py progrefs, as is well known to his wor- 
thy friend Dr. Duppa, the late reverend 
Bi(bop of Salifbury. But in the midft of 

this 
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this defign^ his late Majefty King Charles 
the firft, that knew the value of Sir Hen- 
ry Wotton's pen, did by a perfuafive lov- 
ing violence (to which may be added a' 
promife of 500I. a year) force him to lay 
Luther afide, and betake himfelf to write 
the hiftory of England ; in which he pro- 
ceeded to write fome fliort chara£ters of 
a few kings, as a foundation upon which 
he meant to build ; but, for the prefent, 
meant to be more large in the ftory of 
Henry the fixth, the founder of that col- 
lege, in which he then enjoyed all the 
worldly happinefs of his prefent beings 
But Sir Henry died in the midft of this 
undertaking, and the footfteps of his la- 
bours are not recoverable by a more than 
common diligence. 

This is fome account both of his incli- 
nation, and the employment both of his 
time in the college, where he feemed to 
have his youth renewed by a continual 
converfation with that learned fociety, 
and a daily recourfe of other friends of 
choiceft breeding and parts ; by which 

that 
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that great bleiBng of a cheerfal heart was 
ftill maintained ; he being always free, 
even to the laft of his days, from that 
peeviflmefs which ufually attends age. 

And yet his mirth was fometimes 
damped by the remembrance of divers 
X)ld debts, partly contrafted in his foreign 
employments, for which his juft arrears 
due from the King would have made fa- 
tisfa6i:ion : but being ftill delayed with 
court-promifes, and finding fome decays 
of health, he did, about two years before 
his death, out of a Chriftian defire that 
none (hould be a lofer by him, make his 
laft will ; concerning which a doubt fiill 
remsdns, namely, whether it difcovered 
more holy wit, or confcionable policy. 
But there is no doubt, but that his chief 
defign was a Chriftian endeavour that his 
debts might be fatisiied. 

And that it may remain as fuch a tefti- 
mony, and a legacy to thofe that loved 
him, I {hall here impart it to the reader, 
as it was found written with his own^ 
hand. 

"In 
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*^ In the name of God almighty and 
** all-merciful, I Henry Wotton, Provoft 
** of his Majefty's college by Elaton, be* 
'^ ing mindful of mine own mortality; 
*^ which the fin of our firft parents did 
** bring upon all flefli, do by this laft will 
^* and teftament thus difpofe of myfelf, 
*^ and the poor tilings I (hall leave in this 
'^ world. My foul I bequeath to the im- 
** mortal God my Maker, Father of our 
*' Lord Jefus Chrift, my blefled Redeem- 
" er and Mediator, through his all-foie 
** fufficient fatisfa&ion for the fins of the 
*' whole world, and efficient for his elect ; 
** in the number of whom I am one by 
^^ his mere grace, and thereof moft unre- 
" moveably afiured by his holy Spirit, 
*^ the true eternal Comforter. My body 
•^ I bequeath to the earth, if I (hall end 
*^ my tranfitory days at or near Elaton, to 
*^ be buried in the chapel of the faid col- 
** lege, as the fellows (hall difpofe there- 
*^ of, with whom I have lived (my God 
** knows) in all loving affedion-; or if I 
*' (hall die near Bofton Malherb, in the 

^* county 
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^^ county of Kent, then I wifli to be laid 
^* in that paiiih-church^ as near aa may be 
^^ to the fepulchre of my good Father, 
" expefking a joyful refurredion with 
«' him in the day of Chrift/' 

After this account of his faith, and this 
furrender of his foul to that God that in- 
fpired it, and this direftion for the dif- 
pofal of his body, he proceeded to appoint 
that his executors fhould lay over his 
grave a marble ftone, plain, and not coft^ 
iy: and confidering that time moulders 
even marble to duft, (for * " Monuments 
*' themfelves muft die ;") therefore did he 
(waving the common way) think fit ra- 
ther to preferve his name (to which the 
fon of Sirac advifeth all men) by a ufeful 
apophthegm, than by a large enumeration 
of his defcent or merits, of both which he 
might juflly have boafted ; but he was 
content to forget them, and did choofe 
only this prudent, pious fentence, to dif- 
cover his difpofition, and preferve his me- 
mory. It was direifted by him to be thus 
infcribed : 

» JaTCQ. Sat X. 146. 

Hie 
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lilC JACBT HUiUS SBNTBNTIS PRIMUS AUTHOR: 

PISPUTANDI PRURlXyS, ECCLESIARUM SCA^ 
BIES. 

NOMEN ALIAS QUJERE. 

Which may be Englifhed thus: 

HBRS LI£S tHE FIRST AUTHOR OF THIS SENTENCE: 

THE ITCH OF DISPUTATION WILL PROVE THE 
SCAB OF THE CHURCH. 

INQUIRE HIS NAME ELSEWHERfi. 

And if any (hall objedl, as I think feme 
have, that Sir Henry Wotton was not 
the firft author of this fentence ; but that 
this, or a fentence like « it, was long be- 
fore his time ; to him I anfwer, that So- 
lomon fays, 'Nothing can be fpokeny that 
bath not been fpoken ; for there is no new^ 
thing under the fun. But grant, that ia 
. his various reading he had met with this 
or a like fentence, yet reafon mixed with 
charity (hould perfuade all readers to be- 
lieve, that Sir Henry Wotton 's mind was 
then fo fixed on that part of the communion 
of Saints which is above, that an holy 
lethargy did furprife his memory. For 
doubtlefs, if he had not believed himfelf 
to be the firft author of what he faid, he 

was 



SIR HENRY WOTTON. %0^ 

was too prudent firft to own, and then 
expofe it to the public view and cenfure 
of every critic. And queftionlefs it will 
be charity in all readers to think his 
mind was then fo fixed on heaven, chat a 
holy zeal did tranfport him ; and that, in 
this facred ecftafy, his thoughts were then 
only of the church triumphant, into 
which he daily expeAed his admiflion 5 
and that Ahnighty God was then pleafed 
to make him a prophet, to tell the church 
militant, and particularly that part of it 
in this nation, where the weeds of con- 
troverfy grow to be daily both more nu- 
merous and more deftru£tive to humble 
piety ; and where men have confciences 
that boggle at ceremonies, and yet fcru- 
ple not to fpeak and a£l fuch iins as the 
ancient humble Chriftians believed to be 
a fin to think ; and where, as our reve- 
rend Hooker fays, " former fimplicity, 
** and foftnefs of fpirit, is not now to be 
^* found, becaufe zeal hath drowned cha- 
^* rity, and fldll meeknefs." It will be 
good to think that thefe fad changes have 
proved this epitaph to be a ufeful caution 

unto 
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unto U6 of this nation ; and the fad cSs&b 
thereof in Grermany have proved it to be 
a mournful truth. 

This by way of obfervatioD concerning 
his epitaph ; the reft of his will follows 
in his own w<Mrds. 

<< Further, I the faid Henry Wotton 
'* do conllitute and ordain to be joint ex- 
'^ ecutors of this nay laft will and tefta- 
*^ ment, my two grand-nephews,* Albert 
^* Morton, fecond fon to Sir Robert Mor- 
^' ton. Knight, late deceafed, and Thomas 
*^ Bargrave, eldeft fon to Dr. Bargrave, 
** Dean of Canterbury, hufband to my 
" right virtuous and only niece. And I 
'^ do pray the forefaid Dr. Bargrave, and 
^* Mr. Nicholas Pey, my moft fiiithful 
'^ and chofen friends, together with Mr. 
" John Harrifon, one of the Fellows of 
<< Eaton College, beft acquainted with 
^^ my books and pi£):ures, and other uten^ 
" fils, to be fupervifors of this my laft 
^^ will and teftament. And I do pray the 
" forefaid Dr. Bargrave, and Mr. Nicholas 
^' Pey, to be folicitors for fuch arrearages 
'^ as Aall appear due unto me from his 

"Ma- 
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^ Mayefly *8 Exchequer at the time of my 
** death ; and to aifift my forenamed ex- 
^' ecutors in fome reafonable and confct'- 
^ entious latis&£Uon of my creditors^ and 
^^ difcharge of my legacies now fpecified; 
*' or that {hall be hereafter added unto 
•^ this my teftament, by any codicil ac 
*• fchedule, or left in the hands, or in any 
^ memorial with the aforefaid Mr. John 
** Harrifon. And firft, to my moft dear 
•* Sovereign and Mafter, of incomparable 
*' goodnefs, (in whofe gracious opinion I 
^' have ever had fome portion, as far as 
<' the intereft of a plain honeft man,) I 
•* leave four pi£tures at large of thofe 
** Dukes of Venice, in whofe time I was 
** there employed, with their names writ- 
** ten on the backfide, which hang in my 
** great ordinary dining-room, done after 
«* the life by Edoardo Fialetto : like- 
** wife a table of the Venetian College, 
** where ambafladoris had their audi- 
*^ ence, hanging over the mantle of the 
** chimney in the faid room, done by the 
•* feme hand, which containeth* a draught 
VOL. I. p ** in 
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** in little, well refembling the famous 
*' D. Leonardo Donato^ in a time which 
** needed a wife and conftant man. Item^ 
^' The piAure of a Duke of Venice, hang-t 
** ing over againft the door, done either 
" by Titiano, or fome other principal 
^* hand, long before my time. Moft hum- 
*' bly befeeching his Majefty, that the 
** faid pieces may rem^dn in fome comer 
" of any of his houfes, for a poor me- 
*' morial of his moft humble vaflal. 

" Item, I leave his faid Majefty all the 
^^ papers and negociations of Sir Nicholas 
*' Throgmorton, Knight, during his fa-^ 
** mous employment under Queen Eliza- 
" beth, in Scotland and in France j which 
** contain divers fecrets of ftate, that per- 
*' chance his Majefty will think fit to 
*' be preferved in his Paper-office, after 
*< they have been perufed and forted by 
'* Mr. Secretary Windebank, with whom 
'* I have heretofore, as I remember, con- 
*' ferred about them. They were com<- 
^* mitted to my difpofal by Sir Arthur 
^* Throgmorton hi^ fon, to whofe worthy 

«^ me- 
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*• memory I cannot better difcharge my 
*' faith^ than by affigning them to the 
*' higheft place of truft. Item, I leave to 
** our moft gracious and virtuous Queen 
*^ Mary, Diofcorides, with the plants na- 
^* tundly coloured, and the text tranflated 
** by Matthiolo, in the beft language of 
** Tufcany, whence her laid Majefty is li- 
^^ neally defcended, for a poor token of 
** my thankful devotion for the honour 
^* {he was once pleafed to do my private 
*^ ftudy with her prefence. I leave to the 
" moft hopeful Prince, the pidhire of 
*' the elected and crowned Queen of 
•* Bohemia, his aunt, of clear and re- 
** fplendent virtues through the clouds of 
•^ her fortune. To my Lord's Grace of 
^' Canterbury now being, I leave my pic- 
** ture of Divine Love, rarely copied from 
** one in the King's galleries, of ray pre- 
*/ fentation to his Majefty ; befeeching 
** him to receive it as a pledge of my 
** humble reverence to his great wifdom. 
** And to the moft worthy Lord Bifliop of 
^^ London, Lord High Treafurer of Eng- 
f* land, in true admiration of his Chrif- 
p a ^* tian 
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^* tian finiplicity and contempt of earthly 
** pomp, I loave a pi£i;ure of HeracUtus 
^^ bewailing, and Democritus laughing at, 
*' the world : moft humbly befeeching 
^^ the faid Lord Archbifhop bis Grace, 
*^and the Lord Bifbop of London^ of 
'* both whofe favoura I have tailed in my 
** life-time, to intercede with oi^* moft 
^^ gracious Sovereign after my d^ath^ in 
*^ the bowels of Jefus Chrift, that out of 
*^ compaffionate memory of my long fer- 
*^ vices, (wherein I more ftudied the pub- 
*' lie honour, than mine own utility,) 
** fome order may be taken out of my ar- 
** rears due in the Exchequer, for fuch 
*^ fatisfaftion of my creditors, as thofe 
*^ whom I have ordained fupervifors of 
" this my laft will and teftament (hall 
'^ prefent unto their Lordfhips, without 
*^ their farther trouble i hoping likewife 
*^ in his Majefty's moft indubitable good- 
^^ nefs, that he will keep me from all pre- 
^'judice, which I may otherwife fufier 
*^ by any defeft of formality in the de- 

*^ mand of my faid arrears. To for 

<^ a poor addition to his cabinet^ I leave, 

«^as 
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^ as embletns of his attraftive virtues 
" and obliging noblenefs, my great Load- 
** ftone> and a piece of Amber of both 
** kinds naturally united, and only difier- 
*' ing in degree of concoction, which Is 
" thought fomewhat rare. Item, a piece 
** of Cryftal Sexangular (as they grow 
*' all) grafping divers feveral things with- 
" in it, which I bought among the Rhae- 
«* tian Alps, in the very place where it 
" grew 5 recommending moft humbly 
•* unto his Lordftiip, the reputation of my 
** poor name in the point of my debts, ak 
<* I have done to the forenamed Spiritual 
*' Lords, and am heartily forry that I have 
•' no better token of my humble thank- 
** falnefs to his honoured perfon. Item, 
*^ I leave to Sir Francis Windebank, one 
** of his Majefty's principal Secretaries of 
•' State, (whom I found my great friend 
•* in point of neceffity,) the four Seafons 
" of old Baffano, to hang near the eye in 
^' his parlour, (being in little form,) which 
*' I bought at Venice, where I firft enter- 
*' ed into his moft worthy acquaintance. 
p 3 "To 
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" To the abovenamed Dr. Bargrave; 
*' Dean of Canterbury, I leave all my Ita- 
•* lian books not difpofed in this will. I 
** leave to him likewife my Viol de Gam- 
** ba, which hath been twice with me in 
** Italy, in which country I firft contraft* 
** ed with him an unremoveable affeftion. 
" To my other fupervifor, Mr. Nichcdas 
" Pey, I leave my Cheft, or Cabinet of 
'^ Inftruments and Engines of all kinds of 
** ufes : in the lower box whereof are 
** fome * fit to be bequeathed to none but 
'^ fo entire an honeft man as he is. I 
** leave him likewife forty pounds for his 
** pains in the folicitation of my arrears | 
^' and am forry that my ragged eftate can 
** reach no further to one that hath taken 
** fuch care for me in the fame kind, dur- 
** ing all my foreign employments. To 
** the library at Elaton College I leave 
** all my Manufcripts not before difpofed, 
** and to each of the Fellows a plain ring 

■ In it were Italian locks, pick-locks, fcrews to force 
' open doors, and many things jof worth and rarity, that 
he had gathered in his foreign travel. 

"of 
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«* of gold, enameled black, all lave the 
" verge, with this motto within, jimor 
** unit omnia. 

'* This is my laft will and teftament, 
^ fave what ihall be added by a fchedule 
" thereunto atmexed, written on the firft of 
" Oftober, in the prefent year of our Re- 
" demption, 1637, and fubfcribed by my- 
" felf,withtheteftimonyofthefewitnefles. 
" Henry Wotton. 

^' Nich. Oudert. 

^' Geo. Lafli." 
^ And now, becaufe the mind of man 
is beft fatisfied by the knowledge of 
eventS) I think fit to declare, that every 
one that was named in his will did glad* 
ly receive their legacies : by which, and 
his moft juft and paffionate defires for the 
payment of his debts, they joined in af- 
fifting the overfeers of his will; and by 
their joint endeavours to the King (than 
whom none was more willing) confcion^ 
able iatisfa£tion was given for his juft 
debts. 

The next thing wherewith I (hall ac- 

qudnt the reader is, that he went ufually 

p 4 once 
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once a year, if not oftener, to the beloved 
Bo&on HaU, where he would fay, " He 
** found a cure for all cares, by the cheer- 
*• fill company,'* which he called ** the 
** living furniture of that place i" and " a 
** reftoration of his ftrength, by the con- 
** naturalnefs of" that which he called 
<* his genial dr/* 

He yearly went alfo to Oxford. But 
the fummer before his death he changed 
that for a journey to Winchefter College, 
to which fchool he was firft removed from 
Bodon. And as he returned from Win- 
chefter towards Eton College, faid to a 
friend, his companion in that journey; 
^^ How ufeful was that advice of a holy 
<' Monk, who perfuaded his friend la per» 
^^ form his cujhmofy devotions in a con^ 
^^Jlant flacBj becaufe in that place wi 
** ufiially meet with ihoje very ibougbts 
*' which fojfeffed us at our lajl being tbere^ I 
** And I find it thus far cxperimen- 
•* tally true, that at my now being in 
" that fchool, and feeing that very place 
^ where I fat when I was a boy, occa- 
*^ ^oned me to remember thofe very 

'* thoughts 
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^^ thoughts of my youth which thai pof- 
<< fefled me : fweet thoughts indeed, that 
^ promifed my growing years numerous 
^ pleafures, without mixtures of cares, 
*^ and thofe to be enjoyed, when time 
*' (which I therefore thought flow paced) 
<< had changed my youth into manhood. 
^' But age and experience have taught 
*' me that thde were but empty hopes j 
*< for I have always found it true^ as my 
•' Saviour did foretel. Sufficient for the day 
" is the evil thereof . Neverthelefs, I fa?w 
^ there a fucceffion o( b6y8 ufing the fame 
** recreations, and, queftionlefs, ppflefled 
^ with the fame thoughts that then pof- 
*^ feffed roe. Thus one generation fuc- 
*^ ceeds another, both in their lives, re- 
** creations, hopes, fears, and death." 

After his return from Winchefter to 
Eton, which was about five months be- 
fore his death, he became much more re- 
tired and contemplative ; in which time he 
was often vifited by Mr. John Hales, 
(the learned Mr. John Hales,) then a 
Fellow of that College, to whom upon 
an occafion he fpake to this purpofe r^* I 

** have^ 
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f^ have, in my paflage to my grave, met 
*' with moft of thofe joys of which a dif- 
^^ courfive foul is capable ; and been en- 
f * tertained with more inferior pleafures 
^* than the fons of men are ufually made 
^* partakers of: neverthelefs in this voy* 
** age I have not always floated on the 
*^ calm fea of content ; but have often 
** met with crofs winds and ftorms, and 
*^ with many troubles of mind and temp* 
*^ tations to evil* And yet, though I 
^< have been and am a man compafled 
^^ about with human firdlties. Almighty 
*^ God hath by his grace prevented me 
^^ from making Jbif wreck of faith and a 
** good confciencey the thought of which 
** is now the joy of my heart, and I moft 
^^ humbly praife him for it : and I hum-* 
'^ bly acknowledge that it was not my- 
^< felf, but he that hath kept me to this 
*^ great age, and let him take the glory 
*^ of his great mercy.*— And, my dear 
** friend, I now fee that I draw near my 
<< harbour of death ; that harbour that 
^* will fecure me from all the future ftormf 
** and waves of this reftlefs world; and I 

** praife 
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'* praife God I am wUling to lisave it, and 
^^ expea a better ; that world wherein 
" dwelletb rigbteoufnefs \ and I long for 
^' itr 

Thefe and the like exprefSons were 
then uttered by him at the beginning of 
a feverifh diftemper, at which time he 
was alfo troubled with an afthma, or Ihort 
fpitting : but after lefs than twenty fits, 
by the help of familiar phyfic and a fpare 
diet, this fever abated, yet fo as to leave 
him much weaker than it found him 5 
and his afthma feemed alfo to be over-^ 
come in a good degree by his forbearing 
tobacco, which, as many thoughtful men 
do, he alfo had taken fomewhat immode-^ 
rately. This was his then prefent condi- 
tion, and thus he continued till about the 
(end of Odx>ber, 1639, which was about a 
month before his death, at which time 
he again fell into a fever, which though 
he feemed to recover, yet thefe ftill left 
him fo weak, that they and thofe other, 
common infirmities that accompany age, 
and were wont to vifit him like civil 

friends^ 
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friends, and after fome (hort iime to leave 
him, came now both oftener and with 
more violence, and at laft took up theli* 
confiant habitation with him, ftill weak- 
ening his body and abating his cheerful- 
nefs ; of both which he grew more fenfi- 
ble, and did the oftener retire into hid 
(hidy, and there made many papers that 
had pafled his pen, both in the days of 
his youth and in the bufy part of his life, 
ufelefs, by a fire made there to that pur- 
pofe. Thefe, and feveral unufual expref- 
fions to his fervants and friends, feemed 
to foretel that the day of his death drew 
near; for which he feemed to thofe many 
friends that obferved him, to be well pre- 
pared, and to be both patient and fi-ee 
from all fear, as feveral of his letters writ 
on this his laft fick-bed may teftify. And 
thus he continued till about the begin- 
ning of December following, at which 
time he was feized more violently with a 
quotidian fever, in the tenth fit of which 
fever, his better part, that part of Sir 
Henry Wotton which could not die, put 

off 
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off mortality with as much content and 
cheerfulnefs as human frailty is capable 
of, toeing then in great tranquillity of 
mind, and in perfe^ peace with God and 
man. 

And thus the circle of Sir Henry Wot- 
ton^s life — that circle which began at 
Boston, and in the circumference thereof 
did firft touch at Winchefter School, then 
at Oxford, and after upon fo many re- 
markable parts and paffages in Chriften- 
dom — that circle of his life was by death 
thus clofed up and completed, in the fe- 
venty-fecond year of his age, at Eton 
College, where, according to his will, he 
now lies buried, with his motto on a 
plain grave-ftone over him : dying wor- 
thy of his name and family, worthy of 
the love and favour of fo many princes, 
and perfons of eminent wifdom and learn- 
ing, worthy of the truft committed unto 
him, for the fervice of his prince and 
country. 

And all readers are requefted to be- 
lieve, that he was worthy of a more wor- 
thy pen, to have preferved his memory, 

and 
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and commended his merits to the imita*- 
lion of pofterity, 

Iz. Wa. 

ELEGY ON SIR HENRY WOTTON, 

WRIT BY 

Mr. ABRAM CXDWLEY. 

W^HAT (ball we fay, fince filent now is he, , 

Who when he fpoke all things would filent be ! 

Who had fo many languages in ftore. 

That only Fame (hall fpeak of him in more. 

Whom England now no more retum'd muft fee ; 

He's gonp to heaven, on his fourth embafly. 

On earth he travell'd often, not fo fay 

He'd been abroad to pafs loofe time away ; 

For in whatever land he chane'd to eome. 

He read the men and manners ; bringing home 

Their wifdom, learning, and their piety, 

As if he went to conquer, not to fee. 

So well he underftood the moft and beft 

Of tongues that Babel fent into the Weft ; 

Spoke them fo truly, that he had, you'd fwear, 

No^ only liv'd, but been bom every wberc. 

Juftly each nation's fpeech to him was known ; 

Who for the world was made, not us alone. 

Nor ought the language of that man be lefs. 

Who in his breaft had all things to exprefs : 

We fay that learning's endlefs, and blame Fate 

For not allowing life a longer date. 

He 



SIR HENRY WOTTON. 2^$ 

He did the utmoft bounds of knowledge find. 
And found them not fo large as was his mind ; 
But, like the brave Pellean youth, did moan, 
Becaufe that art had no more worlds than one. 
And when he faw that he through all had paft, 
}ie dfd left he (hould idle grow at laft. 

At CowiiT, 
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TO THE READER, 

1 THINK it neceflaiy to inform my 
reader, that Dr. Gauden (the lateBifhop of 
Worcefter) hath alfo lately wrote and pub- 
lifhed the life of Mr. Hooker. And though 
this be not writ by deiign to oppofe what 
he hath truly written ; yet I am put upori 
a neceffity to fay, that in it there be many 
material miftakes, and more omiffions. I 
conceive fome of his miftakes did pro- 
ceed from a belief in Mr. Thomas Fuller, 
who had too haftily publifhed what he 
hath fince moft ingenuoufly retrafted. 
And for the Bifliop's omiffions, I fuppofe 
his more weighty bufinefs and want of 
time made him pafs over many things 
without that due examination, which my • 
better leifure, my diligence, and my ac- 
cidental advantages, have made known 
unto me. 

And now for myfelf, I can fay, I hope, 

or rather know, there are no material 

a 2 midakes 
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miftakcs in what I here prefent to you 
that fhall become my reader. Little 
things that I have received by tradition 
(to which there may be too much and 
too little faith given) I will not at this 
diftance of time undertake to juftify : for, 
though I have ufed great diligence, and 
compared relations and circumftances, 
and probable refults and expreffions ; yet 
I {hall not impofe my belief upon my 
reader ; I fhall rather leave him at liber- 
ty : but, if there (hall appear any material 
omiffion, I defire every lover of truth and 
the memory of Mr. Hooker, that it may 
be made known unto me. And to in- 
cline him to it, I here promife to acknow- 
ledge and reflify any fuch miftake in t 
fecond impreffion, which the Printer fays 
he hopes for; and by this means my 
weak but faithful endeavours may be- 
come a better monument, and in fomc 
degree more worthy the memory of this 
venerable man. 

I confefs, that when I confider the 
great learning and virtue of Mr, Hooker, 
and what fatisfadion and advantages 

xiiany 
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tnany eminent fcholars and admirers of 
him have had by his labours ; I do not a 
little wonder that in fixty years no man 
did undertake to tell pofterity of the ex- 
cellencies of his life and learning, and the 
accidents of both ; and fometimes won- 
der more at myfelf, that I have been per- 
fuaded to it ; and indeed I do not eafily 
pronounce my own pardon, nor expefit 
that my reader (hall, unlefs my Introduc- 
tion Ihall prove my apology, to which I 
refer him. 



^3 
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INTRODUCTION. 

J. R^VE been perfuaded, by a friend 
whom I reverence, and ought to obey, to 
write the Life of Richard Hooker, the 
happy author of five (if not more) of the 
eight learned books of The Laws of Eccle^ 
Jiajlical 'Polity. And though I have under- 
taken it, yet it hath been with fome un- 
willingnefs; becaufe I forefee that it muft 
prove to me, and efpecially at this time of 
my age, a work of much labour to en- 
quire, confider^ refearch, and determine 
what is needful to be known concerning 
him. For I knew him not in his life, and 
muft therefore not only look back to his 
death, (qow fixty-four years paft,) but al- 
moft fifty years beyond that, even to his 
childhood and youth, and gather thence 
fuch obfervations and prognoftics, as may 
at leaft adorn, if not prove neceffary for 
the completing of what I have under- 
taken. 

a 4 This 
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This trouble I forefee, and forefee alfo 
that it is impoffible to efcape cenfures; 
againft which I will not hope my well- 
meaning and diligence can proteft me, 
(for I confider the age in which I live,) 
and (hall therefore but intreat of my 
reader a fufpenfion of his cenfures, till I 
have made known unto him fome reafons, 
which I myfelf would now gladly be- 
lieve do make me in fome meafure fit for 
this undertaking: and if thefe reafons 
(hall not acquit me from all cenfures, they 
may at lead abate of their feverity, and 
this is all I can probably hope for.— My 
reafons follow. 

About forty years paft (for I am now 
paft the feventy of my age) I began a 
happy affinity with William Cranmer, 
(now with God,) grand nephew unto the 
great Archbifliop of that name ; a family 
of noted prudence and refolution; with 
him and two of his fifters I had an entire 
and free friendfhip : one of them was the 
wife of Dr. Spencer, a bofom-friend and 
fometime com-pupil with Mr. Hooker in 
Corpus Chrifti College in Oxford, and af- 
ter 
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ter prefident of the fame. I name them 
here, for that I fhall have occafion to 
mention them in this following difcourfe ; 
as alfo George Cranmer their brother, of 
whofe ufeful abilities my reader may have 
a more authentic teftimony than my pen 
can purchafe for hiin, by that of our 
learned Camden, and others. 

This William Cranmer and his two 
fore-named fifters had fome affinity, and a 
mod familiar friendfhip, with Mr. Hooker, 
and had had fome part of their education 
with him in his houfe, when he was parfon 
of Bifliop's-Bom near Canterbury; in 
which city their good father then lived. 
They had, I fay, a part of their education 
with him, as myfelf fince that time a hap- 
py cohabitation with them ; and having 
fome years before read part of Mr. Hook- 
er's works with great liking and fatisfac- 
tion, my affection to them made me a di- 
ligent inquifitor into many things that 
concerned him ; as namely, of his perfon, 
his nature, the management of his time, 
his wife, his family, and the fortune of 
him and his. Which enquiry hath given 

me 
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me much advantage in the knowledge 
of what is now under my confideration, 
and intended for the (atisfaftion of my 
reader. 

I had alfo a friendftiip with the Reve- 
rend Dr. Ufher, the late learned Archbi*- 
fhop of Armagh ; and with Dr. Morton, 
the late learned and charitable Bifhop of 
Durham ; as alfo with the learned John 
Hales, of Eton College ; and with them 
alfo (who loved the very name of Mr. 
Hooker) I have had many difcourfes con- 
cerning him 5 and from them, and many 
others that have now put off mortality, I 
might have had more informations, if I 
could then have admitted a thought of 
any fitnefs for what by perfuafion I have 
now undertaken. But though that full 
harveft be irrecoverably loft, yet my me- 
mory hath preferved fome gleanings, and 
my diligence made fuch additions to 
them, as I hope will prove ufeful to the 
completing of what I intend : in the dif. 
covery of which I (hall be faithful, and 
with this aflurance put a period to my In- 
trodudion. 

THfi 
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JLT is not to be doubted, but that 
Richard Hooker was born at Heavy-tree, 
near, or within the precinfts, or in the 
city of Exeter ; a city which may juftly 
boaft, that it was the birth-place of him 
and Sir Thomas Bodiey; as indeed the 
county may, in which it (lands, that it 
hath fumifhed this nation with Bifliop 
Jewel, Sir Francis Drake, Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, and many others, memorable for 
their valour and learning. He was bom 
about the year of our Redemption 1553, 
and of parents that were not fo remarkable 
for their extraction or riches, as for their 
virtue and induftry, and God's bleffing 
upon both ; by which they were enabled 
to educate their children in fome degree 
of learning, of which our Richard Hooker 
may appear to be one feir teftimony, and 
that nature is not fo partial as always to 
give the great bleffings of wifdom and 

learn- 
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learning, and with them the greater blef- 
fings of virtue and government, to thofe 
only that are of a more high and honour- 
able birth* 

His Complexion (if we may guefs by 
him at the age of forty) was fanguine^ 
with a mixture of choler; and yet his 
motion was flow even in his youth, and 
fo was his fpeech, never expreffing an 
earneftnefs in either of them, but an hum- 
ble gravity fuitable to the aged. And it 
is obferved, (fo far as enquiry is able to 
look back at this diftance of time,) that 
at his being a fchool-boy he was an early 
queftionift, quietly inquifitive, <* Why 
" this was, and that was not, to be re- 
" membered ?" *' Why this was granted, 
** and that denied ?" This being mixed 
with a remarkable modefty, and a fweet 
ferene quietnefs of nature, and with them 
a quick apprehenfion of many perplexed 
parts of learning, impofed then upon him 
as a fcholar, made his mailer and others 
to believe him to have an inward bleflfed 
divine light, and therefore to confider him 
to be a little wonder. For in that, chil- 
dren 
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dren were lefs pregnant, lefs confident, 
and more malleable, than in this wifer, 
but not better, age. 

This meeknefs and conjunfture of 
knowledge, with modefty in his conver* 
iation, being obferved by his fchool-maf- 
ter, caufed him to perfuade his parents 
(who intended him for an apprentice) to 
continue him at fchool till he could find 
out fome means, by perl'uading his rich 
uncle, or fome other charitable perfon, to 
cafe them of a part of their care and 
charge; affuring them, that their fon 
was fo enriched with the bleffings of na- 
ture and grace, that God feemed to fingle 
him out as a fpecial inftrument of his 
glory. And the good man told them 
alfo, that he would double his diligence 
in inftrufting him, and would neither ex- 
peft nor receive any other reward, than 
the content of fo hop^ul and happy an 
employment. 

This was not unwelcome news, and 
efpecially to his mother, to whom he was 
a dutiful and dear child; and all parties 
were fo pleafed with this propofal, that it 

was 
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was refolved fo it (hould be. And in the 
mean time his parents and mafter laid a 
foundation for his future happinefs, by in- 
ftilling into his foul tht feeds of piety ^ thofe 
confcientious principles of loving and 
fearing God; of an early belief that be 
knows the very feerets of our fouls ; that be 
puni/betb our vices, and rewards our inno^ 
cence ; tbat wejhould be free from bypocrt/y, 
and appear to 'man wbat we are to Godj 
becaufefirfl or lafi the crafty man is catcbed 
in his own fnare. Thefe feeds of piety 
were fo feafonably planted, and fo conti- 
nually watered with the daily dew of 
God's bleffed Spirit, that his infant vir- 
tues grew into fuch holy habits, as did 
make him grow daily into more and more 
favour both with God and man ; which, 
with the great learning that he did after 
attain to, hath made Richard Hooker 
honoured in this, and will continue him 
to be fo to fucceeding generations. 

This good fchool-mafter, whofe name I 
am not able to recover, (and am forry, for 
that I would have given him a better me- 
morial in this humble monument^ dedi- 
cated 
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ftted to the memory of his fchplar,) was 
very folicitous with John Hooker, then 
Chamberlain of Exeter, and uncle to our 
Richard, to take his nephew into his care, 
and to m^ntain him for one year in the 
Univerfity, and in the mean time to ufe 
his endeavours to procure an admiffion 
for him into fbme College, though it 
were but in a mean degree ; ftill urging 
and afluring him, that his charge would 
not continue long ; for the lad's learning 
and manners' were both fo remarkable, 
that they muft of neceffity be taken 
notice of; and that doubtlefs CJod would 
provide him fome fecond patron, that 
would free him and his parents from their 
future care and charge. 

Thefe reafons, with theaffe^iiionate rhe- 
toric of his good mailer, and God's blef- 
fing upon both, procured from his uncle 
a faithful promife, that he would take 
him into his care and charge before the 
expiration of the year following, which 
was performed by him, and with the af* 
fiilance of the learned Mr. John Jewel ; 
of whom this may be noted, that he left^ 

» or 
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or was about the firft rf Queen Mary's 
reign expelled out of Corpus Chrifti Col- 
lege in Oxford, (of which he was a Fel- 
low,) for adhering to the truth of thofe 
principles of religion, to which he had af- 
fented and given teftimony in the days of 
her brother and predeceffor, Edward VI ; 
and this John Jewel having within a (liort 
time after a juft caufe to fear a more 
heavy punifliment than expulfion, was 
forced, by forfaking this, to feek fafety in 
another nation, and, with that lafety, the 
enjoyment of that doArine and worlbip 
for which he fufiered. 

But the cloud of that perfecution and 
fear ending with the life of Queen Mary, 
the affairs of the Church and State did 
then look more clear and comfortable; 
fo that he, and with him many others of 
the fame judgment, made a happy return 
into Englari<i^ about the firft of Queen 
Elizabeth ; in which year this John Jewel 
was fent a commiffioner or vifitor of the 
churches of the weftern parts of this 
kingdom, and efpecially of thofe in De- 
vonftire, in which county he was born ; 

and 
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find then and there he contrafted a friend- 
ibip with John Hooker, the uncle of our 
Ricbard. 

About the fecond or third year of her 
reign, this John Jewel was made Bifhop 
of Saliflbury ; and there being always ob- 
ferved in him a willingnefs to do good, 
and to oblige his friends, and now a 
.power added to this willingnefs; this John 
Hooker gave him a vifit in Salifbury, " and 
** befought him for charity's fake to look 
** favourably upon a poor nephew of his, 
^* whom nature had fitted for a fcholar ; but 
'^ the eftate of his parents was fo narrow, 
** that they were unable to give him the 
** advantage of learning; and that the Bi- 
** (hop would therefore become his patron, 
** and prevent him from being a tradef- 
^^ man ; for he was a boy of remarkable 
*< hopes,." And though the Bifhop knew 
men do not ufually look with an indifferent 
eye upon their own children and relations; 
yet he aflented fo far to John Hooker, 
that, he appointed the boy and his fchool- 
maAer (hould attend him, about Eafter 
next following, at that place : which wa« 

VOL. I. R done 
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done accordingly ; and then, after fome 
queftions and obfervations of the boy's 
learning, and gravity, and behaviour, the 
Bifh'op gave his fchoolmaft'er a reward, and 
took order for an annual penfion for the 
boy's parents 5 promifing alfo to take him 
into his care for a future preferment; 
which he performed : for about the fif- 
teenth year of his ^ge, which was anno 
1567, he was by the Bifhop appointed to 
remove to Oxford, and there to attend 
Dr. Gole, then President of Corpus Chrif- 
ti College. Which he did; and Dr. Cole 
had (according to a promife made to the 
Bi(hop) provided for him both a tutor 
(which was faid to be the learned Dr. 
John Reynolds) and a clerk's place in that 
college : which place, though it were not 
a full maintenance, yet with the con- 
tribution of his uncle, and the continued 
penfion of his patron, the good Biihop, 
gave him a comfortable fubfiftence. And 
in this condition he continued unto the 
eighteenth year of his age, ftill increafing 
in learning and prudence, and fo much in 
humility and piety, that he feemed to be 

fiUed 
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filled with the Holy Ghoft, and even, like 
St. John Baptift^ to be fandified from his 
mother's womb, who did often blefs the 
day in which (he bare him. 
• About this time of his age he fell into 
a dangerous ficknefs, which lafted two 
months ; all which time his mother, hav- 
ing notice of it, did in her hourly prayers 
AS eameftly beg his life of Grod, as Monica, 
the mother of St. Auguftine, did that he 
might become a true Chriftian ; and their 
prayers were both fo heard as to be grant- 
ed. Which Mr. Hooker would often 
mention with mu£h joy, and as often pray 
f' that he might never live to occafion 
^* any forrow to fo good a mother 3 of 
*^ whom he would often fay, he loved 
^* her fo dearly^ that he would endeavour 
^^ to be good, even as much for her's, as 
" for his own fake." 

As foon as he was perfe6Uy recovered 
from this ficknefs, he took a journey from 
Oxford to Exeter, to fatisfy and fee his 
good mother,' being accompanied with a 
countryman and companion of his own 
^ollege^ and. both on foot; which was 
R i» then 
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then either more in fafliion, or want of 
money, or their humility made it fo : but 
on foot they went, and took Salifcury 
in their way, purpofely to fee the good 
Bifhop, who made Mr. Hooker and his 
companion dine with him at his own ta* 
ble ; which Mr. Hooker boafted of with 
much joy and gratitude wheti he faw hi> 
mother and friends : and at the Biihop's 
parting with him, the Bifhop gave him 
good counfel, and his benedi£tion, bi^t 
forgot to give him money ; which when 
the Bifhop had confidered, he fent a fcr* 
vant in all hafle to call Richard back tQ 
him ; and at Richard's return, the Bifhop 
faid to him, " Richard, I fent for you 
** back to lend you a horfe, which hath 
** carried me^many a mile, and, I thank 
^' God, with much eafe :" and prefently 
delivered into his hand a walking-ftaf^ 
with which he profefled he had travelled 
through many parts of Germany. And 
he faid, ^* Richard, I do not give, but 
^^ lend you my horfe : be fure you be 
^« honefl, and bring my horfe back to m^ 
*^ at your return this way to Oxford* 

*'And 
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** And I do now give you ten groats, to 
^' bear your charges to Exeter ; and here 
*^ is ten groats more, which I charge you 
*^ to deliver to your mother, and tell her 
** I fend her a Biihop's benediftion with 
*^it, and beg the continuance of her 
*^ prayers for me» And if you bring my 
** horfe back to me, I will give you ten 
** groats more, to carry you on foot to the 
^^ college : and fo God blefs you, good 
*^ Rkhard.^' 

And this, you may believe, was per- 
formed by both parties. But, alas ! the 
next news that followed Mr. Hooker to 
Oxford was, that his learned and charita- 
ble patron had changed this for a better 
life. Which happy change may be be- 
lieved, for that as he lived, fo he died, 
in devout meditation and prayer ; and in 
both fo zealoufly, that it became a reli- 
gious queftion, ^^ Whether his laft eja- 
*^ culations, or his foul, did firft enter into 
^^ heaven ?'' 

And now Mr. Hooker became a man 

of forrow and fear: of forrow, for the 

lofs of fo dear and comfortable a patron; 

R 3 and 
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and of fear, for his future fubfiftence. But 
Dr. Cole railed his fpirits from this de- 
jeftion, by bidding him go cheerfully to 
his (hidies, and afluring him, he (hould 
neither want food nor raiment, (which 
was the utmoft of his hopes,) for he 
would become "his patron. 

And fo he was for about nine months, 
and not longer ; for about that time this 
following accident did befall Mr. Hooker. 

Edwin Sandys (fometime Biihop of 
London, and after Archbifhop of York) 
had alfo been in the days of Queen Mary 
forced, by forfaking this, to feek lafety 
in another nation ; where, for fome years, 
Biihop Jewel and he were companions at 
bed and board in Germany ; and where, 
in this their 6xile, they did often eat the 
bread of forrow, and by that means they 
there began fuch a friendihip, as lafied 
till the death of Biihop Jewel, which 
i?i^as in September 157 1. A little before 
which time the two Biihops meeting. 
Jewel had an occafion to begin a ilory of 
his Richard Hooker, and in it gave fuoh 
a character of his learning and manners, 

that 
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that though Biihop Sandys was educated 
in Cambridge, where he had obliged and 
had many friends ; yet his refolution was, 
that his fon Edwin ihould i>e fent to 
Corpus Chrifti College in Oxford, and 
by all means be pupil to Mr. Hooker, 
though his fon Edwin was not much 
younger than Mr. Hooker then was : for 
the Bifliop faid, ^^ I will have a tutor for 
'^ my fon, that ihall teach him learning 
** by inftrudion, and virtue by example ; 
*^ and my greateft care (hall be of the laft; 
^* and (God willing) this Richard Hooker 
^* {hall be the man into whofe hands I will 
** commit my Edwin." And the Biihop 
did fo about twelve months, or not much 
longer, after this refolution. 

And doubtlefs,. as to thefe two, a bet- 
ter choice could not be made; for Mr. 
Hooker was now in the nineteenth year 
of his age; had fpent five in the Univer- 
fity; and had, by a conftant unwearied 
diligence, attained unto a perfection in all 
the learned languages; by the help of 
which, an excellent tutor^ and his unin- 
termitted ftudies, he had made the fub- 
R 4 tilty 
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tilty of all the arts eafy and ^miliar id 
him, and ufeful for the difcovcry of fuch 
learning as lay hid firom common fearch->> 
ers. So that by thefe, added to his great 
reafon, and his reftlefs induftry added to 
both, be did not only know more of caufes 
and effeBs\ hut what be knew be knew het^ 
ter than other men. And with this know- 
ledge he had a mod blefled and clear 
method of demonftrating what he knew, 
to the great advantage of all his pupils, 
(which in time were many,) but efpeci- 
ally to his two firft, his dear Eldwin San- 
dys, and his as dear George Cranmer; of 
which there will be a fair teftimony in 
the enfuing relation. 

This for Mr. Hooker's learning. And 
for his behaviour, amongft other teftimo- 
nies, this ftill remains of him, that in four 
years he was but twice abfent fronj the 
chapel prayers; and that his behaviour 
there was fuch as (hewed an awful reve- 
rence of that God which he then worihip- 
ped and prayed to 5 giving all outward 
teftimonies that his affections were let on 
heavenly things. This was his behaviour 

towards 
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towards God; and for that to man, it is 
obfervable, that he was never known td 
be angry, or paffionate, or extreme in any 
of his defires ; never heard to repine or 
difpute with Providence, but, by a quiet 
gentle fubmiflion and refignation of his 
will to the wifdom of his Creator, bore 
the burthen of the day with patience; 
never heard to utter an uncomely word : 
and by this, and a grave beliaviour, which 
is a divine charm, he begot an early re- 
verence unto his perfon, even from thofe 
that at other times^ and in other compa- 
nies, took a liberty to caft off that AriSt^ 
nefs of behaviour and difcourfe that is 
required in a collegiate life. And when 
he took any liberty to be pleafant, his 
wit was never blemiihed with fcoifing, or 
the utterance of any conceit that border- 
ed upon or might beget a thought of 
loofenefs in his hearers. Thus mild, thus 
innocent and exemplary was his behaviour 
in his college ; and thus this good man 
continued till his death ; flill increafing in 
learning, in patience, and piety. 

In this nineteenth year of his age he 

was. 
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was, December 214, isf^y admitted to b« 
one of the twenty fcholars of the fiounda-^ 
tion; being elected and fo adnntted as 
born in Devon or Hampfhire 5 out of which 
counties a certain number are to be 
eleded in vacancies by the Founder's 
fiatutes. And now as he was much en-*^ 
couraged ; fo now he was perfeftly incor- 
porated into this beloved college, which 
was then noted for an eminent lilM^ry^ 
&nSt ftudents, and remarkable fcholars* 
And indeed it may glory, that it had 
Cardinal Poole, but more that it had 
Biihop Jewel, Dr. John Reynolds, and 
Dr. Thomas Jackfon, of that foundation. 
The firft famous for his learned ^^ Apology 
" for the Church of England," and his 
*^ Defence of it againft Harding.'* The 
fecond, for the learned and wife manage 
of a public difpute with John Hart, of 
the Romilh perfuafion, about the head and 
faith of the Church, and after printed by 
confent of both parties. And the third, 
for his moft excellent *^ Expofition of the 
** Creed,'' and other treatifes ; allfuch as 
have given greateft iatisfadion to men of 

the 
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Ae greateft learniiig. Nor was Dr. Jack-*- 
ion more note-worthy for his learning^ 
tiian for his ftri£t and pious life, tefiified 
by his abundant love, and meeknefs, and 
charity to all men. 

And in the year 1576, February 23, Mr. 
Hooker's grace was given him for Inoep- 
tor of Arts ; Dr. Herbert Weftphaling, a 
man of note for learning, being then Vice- 
Chancellor: and the A&. following he 
was completed Mafter, which was anno 
1577, his patron, Dr. Cole, being Vice- 
Chancellor that year, and his dear friend, 
Henry Savil of Merton College, being 
then one of the Proftors. It was that 
Henry Savil, that was after Sir Henry 
Savil, Warden of Merton College, and 
Provoft of Eton; he which founded in 
Oxford two famous leftures, and endowed 
them with liberal maintenance. 

It was that Sir Henry Savil, that tranl*. 
lated and enlightened the ^^ Hiftory of 
^^ Cornelius Tacitus,'* with a moft excel- 
lent comment; and enriched the world 
by his laborious and chargeable collediing 
the fcattered pieces of St. Chryfoftomj 

and 
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and the publication of them in one entirrf 
body in Greek; in which language ho 
wa« a moft judicious critic. It was thitf 
Sir Henry Savil that had the happinefs to 
be a contemporary and familiar friend txy 
Mr. Hooker ; and let pofterity know it. 

And in this year of 1577, he was fa 
happy as to be admitted Fellow of the 
college; happy alfo in being the contem- 
porary and friend of that Dr. John Rey- 
nolds, of whom I have lately fpoken, and 
of Dr. Spencer; both which were after 
and fucceflively made Prefidents of Cor- 
pus Chrifti College; men of great learn- 
ing and merit, and famous in their gene- 
rations. 

Nor was Mr. Hooker more happy iiv 
his contemporaries of his time and coK 
lege, than in the pupilage and firiendftiip 
of his Edwin Sandys and George Cran- 
tner; of whom my reader may note, that 
this Edwin Sandys was after Sir E>iwia 
Sandys, and as famous for his " Speculum 
** Europae,*' as his brother George for 
making pofterity beholden to his pen by 
a learned relation and comment on his 

dangerous 
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dangerous and remarkable travels^ and 
for his harnionious tranllation of the 
Pfalms of David; the Book of Job^ and 
other poetical parts of holy writ, into 
mod high and elegant verfe. And for 
Cradmer, his other pupil, I (hall refer 
my reader to the printed teftimonies of 
our learned Mr. Camden^ of Fines Morri* 
fon, and others. 

^^ This Cranmer," (fays Mr. Cam-* 
den, in his Annals of Queen Elizabeth,) 
" whofe Chriftian name was Greorge, was 
^^ a gentleman of Angular hopes, the 
*^ eldeft fon of Thomas Cranmer, fon of 
** Edmund Cranmer, the Archbiihop's 
** brother : he fpent much of his youth 
/^ in Corpus Chrifti CoUege in Oxford, 
'^ where he continued Mafter of Arts for 
** fome time before he removed, and then 
** betook himfelf to travel, accompanying 
/^ that worthy gentleman Sir Edwin 
/^ Sandys into France, Germany, and 
^^ Italy, for the fpace of three years; and 
*' after their happy return, he betook 
^^ himfelf to an employment under Se» 
** pretary Davifon, a Privy Counfellor qf 

" note. 
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'' note, who, for an unhappy undertaking, 
'* became clouded and pitied : after whofe 
*^ fall, he went in place of fecretary with 
*^ Sir Henry Killegrew in his embaflage 
•* into France : and after his death he was 
*' fought after by the moft noble Lord 
** Mountjoy, with whom he went into 
** Ireland, where he remaned until in a 
** battle againft the rebels near Carling- 
*^ ford, an unfortunate wound put an end 
** both to his life, and the great hopes 
** that were conceived of him, he being 
*' then but in the thirty, fixth year of his 
*^ age/' 

Betwixt Mr. Hooker and thefe his two 
pupils there was a facred friendfhip; Sl 
friendfhip made up of religious principlesi, 
which increafed daily by a fimilitude of 
inclinations to the fame recreations and 
ftudies; a friendfhip elemented in youth*, 
and in an univerfity, free from felf-end&f, 
which the friend (hips of age ufually arb 
not. And in this fweet, this blefled, thiA 
fpiritual amity, they went on for manjr 
years : and as the holy Prophet faith, fo 
ibejf took fweet counfel together ^ and nvaUed 

in 
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in the boufe of God. as friends. By which 
means they improved this friendfhip to 
ftich a degree of holy amity, as bordered 
upon heaven ; a fiiendihip fo facred, that 
when it ended in this world, it began in 
that next, where it (hall have no end. 

And, though this world cannot give 
any degree of pleafure equal to fuch a 
friendfhip; yet obedience to parents, and 
a defire to know the affairs, manners, 
laws, and learning of other nations, that 
they might thereby become the more fer- 
viceable unto their own, made them put 
off their gowns, and leave the college, 
and Mr. Hooker to his fludies, in which 
he was daily- more aflSducfus, flill enrich- 
ing his qoiet and capacious foul with the 
precious learning of the philofophers, 
cafuifls, and fchoolmen ; and with them 
the foundation and reafon of all laws, both 
facred and civil; and indeed with fuch 
other learning as lay mofl remote from the 
tnack of common fludies. And as he was 
diligent in thefe, fo he feemed reiHefs in 
fearching the fcope and intention of God's 
fpirit revealed to mankind in the facred 

Scripture: 
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Scripture: for the underftanding of which, 
he feemed to be affifted by the (ame fpirit 
with which they were written ; he that 
regardeth truth in the inward parts, mak- 
ing him to underftand wifdom fecretly. 
And the good man would often fay, 
that " God abhors confufion as contrary 
** to his nature ;" and as often fay, ** That 
*^ the Scripture was not writ to beget 
^^ difputations, and pride, and opppfition 
*^ to government ; but charity and humi- 
** lity, moderation, obedience to autho- 
*^ rity, and peace to mankind;" of which 
virtues, he would as often fay, no man 
did ever repent himfelf on his death- 
bed. And that this was really his judg- 
ment, did appear in his future writ- 
ings, and in all the a£tions of his life. 
Nor was this excellent man a flranger to 
the more light and airy parts of learning, 
as mufic and poetry; all which he had 
digefted, and made ufeful; and of all 
which the reader will have a fair tedimony 
in what will follow. 

In the year 1579, the Chancellor of 
the Univerfity was given to underftand^ 

d)at 
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^at the public Hebrew Le£lure was not 
read according to the ftatutes ; nor could 
be, by reafon of a diftemper, that had then 
ieized the brain of Mr. Kingfmill, wha 
was to read it ; fo that it lay long unread, 
to the great detriment of thofe that were 
ftudious of that language. Therefore the 
Chancellor writ to his Vice-Chancellor, 
and the Univerfity, that he had heard 
fach commendations of the excellent 
knowledge of Mr. Richard Hooker in 
that tongue, that he defired he might be 
procured to read it : and he did, and con- 
tinued to do fo till he left Oxford. 

Within three months after his under- 
taking this Le<9:ure, (namely in 06lober 
^579>) ^^ w^^ w^^'^ ^^' Reynolds and 
qthers expelled his college ; and this let- 
ter, tranfcribed from Dr. Reynolds's own 
hand, may give fome account of it. 

To SiK Francis Kjiolles. 

. " I am forry, Right Honourable, that 

^^ I am enforced to make unto you fuch^ 

^^ a fuit, which I cannot move, but I 

*< muft complaiQ of the.unrightepus deaU 

VOL. I. s " ing 
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** ing of one of our college, who hath 
** taken upon him, ag^nft all law and 
*^ reafon, to expel out of our houfe both 
*^ me and Mr. Hooker, and three other 
** of our fellows, for doing thaf which 
** by oath we were bound to do. Our 
" matter muft be heard before the Bifliop 
*^ of Winchefter, with whom I do not 
*^ doubt but we (hall find equity. How- 
^ beit, forafmuch as fome of our adver- 
^^ laries have faid that theBiftiop is already 
*' foreftalled, and will not give us fuch 
^* audience as we look for ; therefore I 
** am humbly to befeech your honour, 
** that you will defire the Bifhop, by your 
*^ letters, to let us have juftice ; though it 
*^ be with rigour, fo it be juftice : ou** 
^ oaufe is fo good, that I am fure we (hall 
^* prevail by it. Thus much I am bold to 
^^ requeft of your honour for Corpus Chrifti 
*^ College faJke, or rather for Chrift's fakej 
" whom I beftech to blefs you with daily 
<^ increafe of his manifold gifts, and th^ 
** bleffed graces of his holy Spirit. 
*^ Your honour's in Chrift to command, 
** John Rbyno&ds/' 

LQAdon^ 06t, 9, 1579. 
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This expulfion was by Dr. John Bar- 
fbcrte, then Vice-Prefident of the coUegej 
BXid Chaplara to Ambrofe Eail of War- 
wick. I cannot learn the pretended 
caufe } tmt, that they were reftored th« 
£une month is moft certain. 

I return to Mr. Hooker in his college^ 
"Where he continued his ftudies with all 
quietnefs, for the fpace of three years ; 
dboot which time he entered into facred 
orders, being then made Deacon and 
Pried, and, not long* after, was appointed 
to preach at St. Paul's Crofs. 

In order to which fermon, to London 
he came, and immediately to the Shuna- 
suite's houfe ; which is a houfe fo called, 
for that, beiides the ftipend paid the 
fur^cher, there is provifion made alfo for 
his lodging and diet for two days before, 
and one day aft^ bis fermon. This houfe 
was then kept by John Churchmany 
fometimes a draper of good note in Wat* 
ling-fireet, upon whom poverty had at 
laft come like an armed man, and brought 
hhn into a neceflitous condition ; which, 
thougli it be a punifhment^ is not alwaya 
s r» an 
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an argument of Gcxl's dis&vour ; for^'hc 
M^as a virtuous raan. I (hall not yet ^ve 
the like teftimony of his wife, but leaver 
the reader to judge by what follows. But 
to this houfe Mr. Hooker came fo wet, fo^ 
weary, and weather-beaten, that be was. 
pever known to exprefs more paifion, than 
4gain(l a friend that difluaded him fronts 
footing it to London, and for finding him- 
no ealier an borfe, (fuppofing the horfe 
trotted when he did not ;) and at this time 
alfo, fuch a faintnefs and fear pofleifed 
him, that he. would not be perfuaded twa 
days reft and quietnefs, or any other 
means could be ufed to make him able to: 
preach his Sunday's fermon : but a wann 
bed, and reft, and drink proper for a 
cold, given him by Mi^. Churchman, and 
her diligent attendance added unto it, 
enabled him to perform the office of the 
day, which was in or about the year 

1581- 

And in this firft public appearance to 

the world, he was not fo happy as to be 

free from exceptions againft a point of 

^odrine delivered in his fermon; which 

was. 
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was, '^ That in God there were two wills; 
** an antecedent and a confequent will : 
*^ his firft will, That all mankind ihould 
'** be faved ; but his fecoifid will was. That 
** thofe only fhould be faved, that did live 
'*^ anfwerable to that degree of grace 
** which he had offered or afforded them.*' 
This feemed to crofs a late opinion of 
Mr. Calvin's, and then taken for granted 
by many that had not a capacity to exa- 
mine it, as it had been by him before, and 
hath been fince by Mafter Henry Mafon, 
Dr. Jackfon, Dr. Hammond, and others of 
great learning, who believe that a con- 
trary opinion intrenches upon the honour 
and juftice of our merciful God. How he 
juftified this, I will not undertake to de- 
clare ; but it was not excepted againft (as 
Mr. Hooker declares in his rational anfwet 
to Mr. Travers) by John Elmer, then 
Bifhop of London, at this time one of 
his auditors, and at laft one of his advo- 
cates too, when Mr. Hooker was accufed 
for it. 

But the juftifying of this do6brine did 

.not prove of fo bad confequenee, as the 

s 3 kind- 
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kbdnels of Mrs* Churchmsui's curing him 
of his late didemper and cold ; for that 
was fo gratefully apprehended by Mr. 
Hooker, that he thought himfelf bound 
in confeience to believe all that £be iaid t 
fo that the good man pame tp be perfuad- 
ed by her, '^ that he was a man of a 
" tender conftitution ;" and ** that it was 
** beft for him to have a wife, that might 
<c prove a nurfe to him ; fuch an one a$ 
^* might both prolong his life, and make 
/^ it more comfortable; and fuch a (me 
^^ (he could and would I»ro^dde for him, 
** if he thought fit to marry/* And ho 
not confidering, that the children of this 
world are wifer in their generation than 
the children of light ; but, like a true Na- 
thaniel, fearing no guile, becaufe he meant 
none, did give her fuch a power as Eteazer 
was trufted with, (you may read it in the 
book of Greneiis,) when he was fent to 
choofe a wife for Ifaac ; for even fo he 
trufted her to choofe for him, promifing 
upon a fair fumraons to return to London, 
and accept of her choice : and he did fo 
in that or about the year fbUo5Kring. 

Now, 
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"Now, the wife provided for him was her 
daughter Joan, who brought him neither 
beauty nor portion ; and for her conditions^ 
they were too like that wife's, which is 
by Solomon compared to a dripping 
houfe : fo that the good man had no rea- 
fon to r^oice in the wife of bis youth ; but 
too juft caufe to fay with the holy Pro- 
phet, IVo is me, that I am conjlrained to 
have my habitation in the tents of Kedar ! 

This choice of Mr. Hooker's (if it were 
his choice) may be wondered at : but let 
us confider that the Prophet Ezekiel fays. 
There is a wheel within a wheel ; a fecret 
facred wheel of Providence, (mod viiible 
in marriages,) guided 'by his hand, that 
allows not the race to thefwiftj nor bread to 
the wifey nor good wives to good men : 
and he that can bring good out of evil 
(for mortals are blind to this reafon) only 
knows why this bleiBng was denied to 
patient Job, to meek Mofes, and to our 
as meek and patient Mr. Hooker. But fo 
it was; and let. the reader ceafe to won- 
der, for <0i&ion is a divine diet ; which 
though it be not pleaiing to mankind, yet 
s 4 Almighty 
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'Almighty God hath often, very <^en, im- 
'pofed It as good, though bitter phyfic to 
thofe children, whofe fouls are deareft to 
?hini. 

And by this marriage the good man was 
drawn from the tranquillity of his college 5 
from that garden of piety, of pleafure, of 
peace, and a fweet conveifation, into the 
thorny wildemefs of a bufy world ; in- 
to thofe corroding cares that attend a 
married prieft, and a country parfonage ; 
which was Draiton Beauchamp in Buck- 
ingham (hire, not far from Aillbury, and 
in the diocefe of Lincoln ; to which he 
was prefented by John Cheney, Efq. 
(then patron of il) the ninth of Decem- 
ber, 1584, where he behaved himfelf fo 
as to give no occafion of evil, but (as St. 
Paul advifeth a minifter of God) in much 
fatieticey in qfiiSiions^ in angui/bei^ in ne^ 
cejjities, in poverty, and no doubt in long 
Juffenng ; yet troubling no man with his 
difcon tents and wants. 

And in this condition he continued 
about a year 5 in which time his two 
-pupils^ Edwin Sandys and George Cran- 

mer. 
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%ier, took a journey to fee their tutor';* 
where they found him with a book in 
•bis hand, (it was the Odes of Horace,) 
•he being then like humble and innocent 
'Abel, tending his fmall allotment of (heeb 
in a common field; which he told his pu- 
pils he was forced to do then, for that 
his fen'ant was gone home to dine, and 
affift his wife to do fome neceflary houfe- 
'hold bufinefs. But when his fervant re- 
turned and releafed him, then his two 
pupils attended him unto his houfe, where 
their beft entertainment was his quiet 
company, which was prefently denied 
*them ; for Richard was called to rock iS^ 
cradle; and the reft of their welcome 
was fo like this, that they ftaid but till 
next morning, which was time enough to 
difcoverand pity their tutor's condition: 
-and they having in that time rejoiced in 
the remembrance, and then paraphrafed 
on many of the innocent recreations of 
their younger days, and other like diver- 
fions, and thereby given him as much 
•prefent comfort as they were able, they 
were forced to leave him to the company 

of 
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of his wife Joan^ and feek themfelves a 
quieter lodging (or next night, fiat at 
their parting from him^ Mr. Cranmer faid, 
^^ Grood tutor, I am forry your lot is fallen 
^ in no betterground^as toyourparfonage; 
*' and more forry that your wife proves 
*^ not a more comfortable companion, 
^^ after you have wearied yourfelf in your 
'* reftlefs ftudies.'* To whom the good 
man replied, " My dear George, if faints 
'- have ufually a double (hare in the mife* 
^^ ries of this life, I, that am none, ought 
'* not to repine at what my wife Creator 
*^ hath appointed for me ; but labour (as 
*^ indeed I do daily) to fubmit mine to 
^' his will, and poflefs my foul in patience 
** and peace.** 

At their retimi to London, Eld win Sandys 
acquaints his father, who wc^ then Arch* 
bifhop of York, with his tutor's fad condi- 
tion, and folicits for his removal to fome 
benefice that might give him a more quiet 
and a more comfortable fubfiftence; which 
his father did mod willingly grant him, 
when it (hould next &11 into his power. 
And not long after this time> which was 

in 
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in the year 1585, Mr. Alvy (Mafter of the 
Temple) died, who was a man of a ftrift 
life, of great learning, ^nd of fo venerable 
behaviour, as to gain fo high a degree of 
love and reverence fix>m all men, that he 
was generally known by the name of Far- 
ther Alvy. And at the Temple-reading, 
next after the death of this Father Alvy, 
he the faid Archbifliop of York being then 
at dinner with the Judges, the Reader, 
and Benchers of that fociety, met with a 
general condolement for the death of Fa- 
ther Alvy, and with a high commenda* 
tion of his faint-like life, and of his great 
merit both towards God and man ; and as 
they bewailed his death, fo they wiflied for 
a like pattern of virtue and learning to 
fucceed him. And here came in a fair 
occaiion for the Biihop to commend Mr* 
Hooker to Father Alvy's place, which he 
did v(dth fo efie£lual an eameftnefs, and 
that feconded with fo many other tefti- 
monies of his worth, that Mr. Hooker 
was fent for from Draiton Beauchamp to 
London, and there the mafterfhip of the 
Temple propofed unto him by the Biihop, 

as 
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as a greater freedom from his country 
cares, the advantage of a better fociety, 
and a more liberal penfion than his comi- 
try parfonage did afford him. But thefe 
reafons were not powerful enough to in- 
cline him to a willing acceptance of it : 
his wifh was rather to gain a better coun^ 
try living, where he might ** fee God's 
** blefling fpring out of the earth, and be 
" free from noife," (fo he expreffed the de- 
fire of his heart,)*^and eat that bread which 
*^ he might more properly call his own, in 
*' privacy and quietnefs/' But, notwith- 
ftanding this averfenefs, he was at laft 
perfuaded to accept of the Bifliop*s pro- 
pofal, and was by * patent for life made 
Matter of the Temple the 17th of Marcb^ 

* This you may find in the Temple Records. Will. 
Ermilead Iwas Mafter of the Temple at the diflblution 
oi the Priory, and died 2 Eliz. 

Richard Alvy, Bat. Divinity, Pat. 13 Feb. a Eliz. 
MagiAer five Cuftos Domiis et Eccl^fise novi Templi^ 
died 27 £liz. 

Richard Hooker fucceeded that year by patent, in ter- 
minis, as Aivy had it, and he left it 33 Eliz. 

That year Dr. Belgey fucceeded Richard Hooker, 
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J585/he being then in the 34th ytat of 
bis age. 

And here I (hall make a (lop ; and^ that 
the reader may the better judge of what 
follows^ give him a charafter of the 
times^ and temper of the people of this 
^ation^ when Mr. Hooker had his admif- 
fion into this place ; a place which he ac- 
cepted, rather than defired : and yet here 
he proroifed himfelf a virtuous quietnefs, 
that blefled tranquillity which he always 
prayed and laboured for, that fo he might 
in peace bring forth the fruits of peace^ 
and glorify God by uninterrupted prayers 
and praifes^ For this he. always tbirfled 
and prayed : but Almighty God did not 
grant it; for his admiffioo into this place 
was the very beginning of thofe oppofi- 
fions and anxieties, which till then this^ 
good man was a flranger to ; and of 
which the reader may guefs by what fol- 
lows. 

In this charafter of the times I (hall,. 
by the reader's favour, and for his informa- 
tion, look fo far back as to the b^inning 
pf the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; a time^ 
" : in 
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|n which the many pretended titles t>c 
the crown, the frequent treafons, the 
doubts of her fucceffor, the late civil 
war, and the fliarp peirfi^cution for reli- 
gion that raged to the efiufion of fo 
much blood in the reign of Queen Maryy 
were frefli in the memory of all men j 
and begot fears in the mod pious and 
wifeft of this nation, left the like days 
fhould return again to them^ or their pre-^ 
fent pofterity. And the apprehenfion of 
thefe dangers begot a hearty defire of a 
fettlement in the Church and State ; be- 
lieving there was no other probable way 
left to make them (it quiedy under their 
own vines ^id fig-trees, and eigoy the de- 
fired fruit of their labours. But time, and 
peace, and plenty, begot felf-ends; and 
thefe begot animofities, envy, oppofition^ 
and unthankfiilnefs for thofe very blefiSngs 
for which they lately thirfted, being then 
the very utmoft of their defires, and even 
beyond their hopes. 

This was the temper of the times in 
the beginning of her reign ; and thus it 
continued too long 3 for thofe ^ry people 

that 
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that had enjoyed the defires of their hearts 
in a reformation from the Church of 
Rome, became at laft fo like the grave, as 
never to be fatisiied, but vi^ere ftill thirft* 
ing for more and more 5 neglefting to pay 
that obedience, and perform thofe vovrg| 
which they made in their days of adver- 
fities and kar: fo that in a fhort tim# 
there appeared three fevefal interefts, each 
of them fearlefs and redlefs in the profe-* 
cution of their defigns : they may for dif- 
tinftion be called, the ** aAiveRomanifts,** 
the *' reftlefs Nonconformifts,*' (of which 
there were many forts,) and the ** paffivQ 
peaceable Proteftant." The counfels of tha 
firft confidered and refolved on in Rome : 
the fecond both in Scotland, in Geneva, 
and in divers felefted, fecret, dangerous 
conventicles, both there and within the 
bofom of our own naticHi : the third plead* 
ed and defended their caufe by eftabliflied 
laws, both eccleiiaftical and civil : and if 
they were aftive, it was to prevent th^ 
Other two from deftroying what was by 
thc^e known laws happily, eftabliihed to 
them and their pofierity. V 

IfliaU 
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: I {hall forbear to mention the very 
many and dangerous plots of the Roman- 
ifis again ft the Church and State; becaufe 
what is principally intended in this dt<* 
greilion, is an account of the opinions and 
adivity of the Nonconformifts ; againft 
whofe judgment and praftice Mr. Hooker 
became at laft, but mod unwillingly, to 
be engaged in a book-war ; a war which 
he maintained not as againft an enemy^ 
but with the fpirit of meeknefs and rea-^ 
fon. 

In which number of Nonconformifts, 
though ibme might be fincere, weU- 
meaning men, whole indifcreet zeal might 
be fo like charity, as thereby to cover a 
multitude of their errors; yet of this party 
there were many that were poflfeffed with 
a high degree of fpiritual wickednefs; I 
mean with an innate reftlefs pride and 
malice ; I do not mean the viiible carnal, 
fins of gluttony and drunkennefs, and 
the like, (from which, good Lord, deliver 
us ;) but fins of a higher nature, becaufe 
ihey are more unlike God, who is the: 
God of love, and mercy, and order, aact 

peace ; 
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peace ; and more like the Devil, who is 
not a glutton, nor can be drunk, and yet 
18 a Devil : but I mean thofe fpiritual wick- 
ednefles of malice and revenge, and an op- 
pofition to government i men that joyed to 
be the authors of mifery, which is proper- 
ly bis work that is the enemy and difturber 
of mankind ; and thereby greater finners 
than the ^utton or drunkard, though 
fome will not believe it. And of this party 
there were alfo many^ whom prejudice and 
a furious zeal had (o blinded, as to make 
them neither to hear reafon, nor adhere 
to the ways of peace ; men, that were the 
very dregs and peft of mankind ; men, 
whom pride and felf-conceit had made to 
overvalue their own pitiful crooked wif- 
dom fo much, as not to be aihamed to 
bold foolifli and unmannerly difputes 
ag^nft thofe men whom they ought to 
reverence, and thofe laws which they 
ought to obey ; men, that laboured and 
joyed firft to find out the faults, and then 
to fpeak evil of government, and to be 
the authors of confufion ; men, whom 
company, and converfation, and euilom 
had at laft fo blinded, and made fo infen- 
VOL. I. T fible 
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fible that thefe were fins^ that^ Jike thofe 
that periftied in the .gainfaying of Core^ 
fo thefe died without repenting ol Um^ 
, ipiritu4l wickedneffes ; of which the pmo- 
tices of Coppinger and Hacket in their 
lives, and the death of them and their 
.adherents, are, God knows, too fad exam- 
^ples, and ought to be cautions to thofe 
men that are inclined to the like fpiritual 
wickedneffes. 

And in thefe tinies, which tended thus 
to confufion, there were alfo oiany of thefe 
fcruple-mongers, that pretended a tender- 
nefs of coufcience, refufing to take an 
oath before a lawful magiilrate: and yet 
thefe very men in their fecret conveiPi- 
ticles did covenant and fwear to each 
other, to. be aifiduous and faithful in 
ufing their beil endeavours to fet up 
the Preflbyterian doftrine and difcipline^ 
and both in fuch a manner as they 
themfelves had not yet agreed on ; but, 
up that government muft. To which 
end there were many that wandered up 
^md down, and were active in fowing dif- 
contents and fedition, by venomous and 
fecret murmurings, and a difperfion of 

fcur- 
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icurrilous pamphlets and libels againft the 
Church and State ; but efpecially againft 
the Biihops ; by which meatis^ together 
^th venomous and indifcreet fermons, 
the common people became fo fanatic, as 
to believe the Bifliops to be Antichrift, 
and the only obftrufters of God's difci- 
pline ; and at laft fome of them were 
given over to fo bloody a ztal, and fuch 
other defperate delufions, as to find out a 
text in the Revelation of St. John, that 
Anticbrift taas to be overcome by the /word. 
So that thofe very men, that began with 
tender and meek petitions, proceeded to 
admonitions; then to fatirical remon- 
ftrances ; and at laft (having, like Abialom, 
numbered who was not, and who was, 
fbr their caufe) they got a fuppofed cer- 
tainty of fo great a party, that they durft 
threaten firft the Biihops, and then the 
Queen and Parliament : to all which they 
were fecretly encouraged by the Earl of 
Leicefter, then in great favour with her 
Majefty, and the reputed cheriftier and 
patron -general of thefe pretenders to ten- 
deme(s of confcience ; his defign being, 
T % by 
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by their means, to bring fuch an odmitt 
upon the Biibops, as to procure an aliea- 
ation of their lands, and a large pro-^ 
portion of them for himfelf : which ava- 
ricious defire had at lad fo blinded his 
reafon, that his ambitious and greedy^ 
hopes feem.ed to put him into a prefenl 
poffeffion of Lambeth-Houfe. 

And to thefe undertakings the Non- 
confoi'mifts of this natioa were much en- 
couraged and heighteoed "by a correfpon- 
dence and confederacy with that brother- 
hood in Scotland ; fo that here they be- 
came fo bold, that one » told the Queen 
openly in a fermon^ '^ (he was like an un- 
^^ tamed heifer, that would not be ruled 
*^ by God's people, but obftrufted hi» 
" difcipline/' And in Scotland they were 
more confident ; for there ^ they declared 
her an Atheiil, and grew to fuch an height, 
as not to be accountable for any thing 
fpoken againft her, nor for treafon againft 
their own King, if it were but fpoken in 

a Mr. Dering. 

i> Vide Biftiop Spotfwood't Hiftory of the Charch of 
Scotland. 

the 
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the pulpit; (hewing at laft fuch a dif- 
obedLence to him, that his mother be- 
ing in England, and then in diftrefs, and 
in prifon, and in danger of death, the 
Church denied the King their prayers for 
her ; and at another time, when he had 
appointed a day of feafting, the Church 
declared for a general faft, in oppofition 
to his authority. 

To this height they were grown in 
both nations, and by thefe means there 
was diftilled into the minds of the com- 
mon people fuch other venomous and tur- 
bulent principles, as were inconfiftent with 
the fafety of the Church and State: and 
thefe opinions vented fo daringly, that, 
befide the lofs of life and limbs, the go- 
vernors of the Church and State were 
forced to ufe fuch other feverities as will 
not admit of an excufe, if it had not been 
to prevent the gangrene of confiifion, and 
the perilous confequences of it ; which, 
without fuch prevention, would have been 
firft confiifion, and then ruin and mifery to 
this numerous nation. 

Thefe errors and animofities were fo 
T 3 re-p 
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remarkable, that they begot wonder in 
an ingenious Italian, who being about 
this time come newly into this nation, 
and confidering them, writ fcoffingly to a 
friend in his own country, to this purpofe : 
*^ That the common people of England 
*' were wifer than the wifeft of his nation ; 
*^ for here the very women and (hopkeep*- 
" ers^ere able to judge of predeftination, 
*' and to determine what laws were fit to be 
'^ made concerning church -government j 
*^ and then, what were fit to be obeyed 
^* or aboliflied. That they were more 
" able (or at leaft thought fo) to raife 
*^ and determine perplexed cafes of con- 
^* fcjence, than the wifeft of the moft 
" learned colleges in Italy. That men of 
^^ the ilighteft learning, and the moft ig- 
*^ norant of the common people, were 
" mad for a new, or fuper, or re-reforma- 
*^ tion of religion 3 and that in this they 
^^ appeared like that man, who would ne- 
*< ver ceafe to whet and whet his knife, 
<^ till there was no fteel left to make it 
*^ ufeful." And he concluded his letter 
with this obfervation, ** That thofe very 

** men 
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^ men that were ipoft bufy in c^pofitions, 
** and difputations, and controverfies, and 
•* finding out the faults of their govern^ 
*' ors, had ufually the lead of humility and 
*' mortification, or of the power of godli- 
*' ncfs/' 

And to heighten all thefe difcontents 
and dangers, there was alfo fprung up a 
g^aeration of godlefs men ; men that had 
fo long given way to their own lufts and 
delufiotts, and fo highly oppofed the 
blefled motions of his Spirit, and the in-* 
ward light of their own confciences, that 
they became the very (laves of vice, and 
had thei»by finned themfelves into a be- 
lief of that which they would, but could 
not believe ; into a belief which is repug- 
nant even to human nature ; (for the Hea- 
thens believe that there are many Grods ;) 
but thefe had finned themfelves into a be- 
lief thatl:here was no God ; and fo find- 
ing nothing in themfelves, but what was 
worfe than nothing, began to wifli what 
they were not able to hope for, namely. 
That they might be like the heafis that peri/h 5 
and in wicked company (which is the Athe« 
T 4 id's 
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id's fanftuary) were fo bold as to fay fo : 
though the worft of mankind, when he 
is left alotle at midnight, may wifli, but 
is not then able to think it : even into a 
belief that there is no God. Into this 
wretched, this reprobate condition, many 
bad then finned themfelves. 

And now, when the Church was pefiered 
with them, and with all thofe other fore- 
named irregularities; when her lands 
were in danger of alienation, her power 
at lead neglected, and her peace torn to 
pieces by feveral fchifms, and fuch here- 
fies as do ufually attend that fin ; (for he- 
refies do ufually outlive their firft authors j) 
when the common people feemed ambi- 
tious of doing thofe very things that were 
forbidden and attended with mod dangers, 
that thereby they might be puniflied, and 
then applauded and pitied ; when they 
called the fpirit of oppofition d tender 
confcience, and complained of perfecution, 
becaufe they wanted power to perfecute 
others : when the giddy multitude raged, 
and became reftlefs to find out mifery for 
themfelves and others; and the rabble 

would 
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would herd themfelves together, and en- 
deavour to govern and aft in fpite of au- 
thority: in this • extremity of fear, and 
danger of the Church and State, when, 
to fupprefs the grov^ring evils of both, 
they needed a man of prudence and piety, 
and of an high and fearlefs fortitude, 
they were bleft in all by John Whitgift 
his being made Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury ; of whom Sir Henry Wotton (that 
knew him well in his youth, and had 
ftudied him in his age,) gives this true 
charafter ; " That he was a man of 
** reverend and facred memory, and of 
^' the primitive temper ; fuch a temper, 
f^ as when the Church by lowlinefs of 
^* fpirit did flourifti in higheft exam- 
^* pies of virtue." And indeed this nian 
proved fo. 

And though I dare not undertake to add 
to this excellent and true charaAer of Sir 
Henry Wotton ; yet I (hall neither do 
right to this difcourfe, nor to my reader, 
if I forbear to give him ^ further and 
(liort account of the life and manners of 
this excellent man ; and it fhall be (hort, 

for 
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for I long to end this digreflion, that I 
jnay le'ad niy reader back to Mr. Hooker, 
where we left him at the Temple- 
John Whitgift was bom in the county 
of lincoln^ of a family that was ancient, 
and noted to be both pradent, andaSable, 
and gentle by nature. He was educated 
in Cambridge ; much of his learning was 
acquired in Pembroke-^Hall ; (where Mr. 
Bradford the martyr was bis tutor ;) from 
thjBnce he was removed to Peter-Houfe ; 
from thence to be Matter of Pembroke- 
Hall ; and from thence to the Maflerfliip of 
Trinity-College. About which time the 
Queen made him her Chaplain ; and not 
long after Prebend of Ely, and then Dean 
of Lincoln ; and having for many years 
pad looked upon him with much reverence 
and favour, gave him a itur teftimony of 
both, by giving him the bifhopric of 
Worcefter, and (which was not witii her a 
ufual favour) forgiving him his firfi-fruits ; 
then by confiituting him Vice-Prefident 
of the Principality of Wales. And hav- 
ing experimented bis wifdom, fail juftioe, 
and moderation in the manage of her af-- 

&irs 
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&irs in both thefe places, {he in the 
twenty-fixth of her reign made him 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and, not long 
after, of her Privy Council ; and trufted 
him to manage all her eccleliaftical affairs 
and preferments. In all which removes^ 
he was like the Ark, which left a bleffing 
upon the place where it refted ; and in all 
bis employments was like Jehoiada^ that 
did good unto Ifrael. 

Thefe were the fteps of this Bi(hop*s 
afcenfion to this place of dignity and 
cares: in which place (to fpeak Mr. 
Camden's very words in his Annals of 
Queen Elizabeth) " he devoutly confe- 
*^ crated both his whole life to God, and 
*^ his painful labours to the good of his 
^* Church.*' And yet in this place he 
met with many oppofitions in the regula- 
tion of church-affairs, which were much 
difordered at his entrance, by reafon of 
the age and remiffnefs of Bifhop Grindal, 
his immediate predeceflbr, the aftivity of 
the Nonconformifts, and their chief affift- 
ant the Earl of Leicefter ; and indeed by 
too many others of the like iacrile^ous 

prin.* 
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principles. With thefe he was to en- 
counter; and though he wanted neither 
courage, nor a good caufe, yet he forefaw, 
that, without a great meafure of the 
Queen's favour, it was impoflible to (land 
in the breach, that had been lately made 
into the lands and immunities of the 
Church, or indeed to maintain the re- 
maining lands and rights of it. And 
therefore by juftifiable facred infinua- 
tions, fuch as St. Paul to Agrippa, 
{^^ Agrippa, belie veft thou ? I know thou 
*' believeft,*') he wrought himfelf into fo 
great a degree of favour with her, as, by 
his pious ufe of it, hath got both of them 
a great degree of fame in this world, 
and of glory in that into which they are 
DOW both entered. 

His merits to the Queen, and her fa- 
vours to him, were fuch, that (he called 
him her little black hujband^ and called 
his fervants her fervants : and fhe faw fo 
vifible and blefled a fincerity fliine in all 
his cares and endeavours for the Church's 
and for her good, that (he was fuppofed 
to truft him with the very fecrets of her 

foul. 
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Ibul, and to make him her oonfeffor ; of 
which fhe gave many fair teftimonies; 
and of which onewas^ that '^ (he would 
•* never eat flefh in Lent, without obtmn^- 
•^ ing a licence from her little black huf* 
'* band i" and would often fay, ^* (he pitied 
" him becaufe fhe trufted him, and had 
*^ thereby eafed herfelf by laying the bur-^ 
*' then of all her clergy-cares upon his 
** fhoulders, which he managed with pru* 
'^ dence and piety.'* 

I (hall not keep myfelf within the pro-' 
tnifed rules of brevity in this account of 
bis intereft with her Majefty, and his 
care of the Church's rights^ if in Ais 
digreffion I iliould enlarge to particulars ; 
and therefore my defire is, that one ex- 
«nple may ferve for a teftimony of both. 
And,. that the reader may the better un- 
derhand it, he may take notice, that not 
many years before his beii^ made Arch- 
bifhop, there paffed an a£t or ads of Par- 
liament, intending the better prefervation 
of the Church -lands, by recalling a power 
which was vefted in others to fell or 
leafe them, by lodging and trufting the 

future 
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future care and ptoteftion of them only 
in the Crown : $nd amongft many that 
made a bad ufe of this power or truft of 
the Queen's^ the Earl of Leicefter was 
one 5 and the Biihop having, by his in- 
tereft with her M^efty, put a ftop to the 
EarPs facrilegious deiigns, they two fell 
to an open oppofition before her; after 
which they both quitted the room, not 
firiends in appearance. But the Bithop 
made a fudden and a feafonable return. to 
her Majeily, (for he found her alone,) 
and fpake to her with great humility and 
reverence, to this purpofe. 

^' I befeech your Majefty to hear me 
*^ with patience, and to believe that yours 
<^ and the Church's fafety are dearer to 
^' me than my life, but my confcience 
<^ dearer than both c and therefore give 
«' me leave to do my duty, and tell you, 
•* that Princes are deputed nurfing Fa- 
*^ thers of the Church, and owe it a pro- 
^ teftion ; and the^fore God forbid that 
** you fhould -be fo much as paflive in her 
** ruin, when you may prevent it 5 or 
*< diat I (hould behold it without horror 

"and 
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** and detefktbn ; or (hould forbear to 
** tell your Majefty of the fin and danger 
•* of lacrilege. And though you and 
** myfelf were bom in an age of frailties, 
** when the primitive piety and care of 
** the Church's lands and immunities are 
*' much decayed 5 yetj Madam, let me 
*^ beg that you would firft confider that 
'^ there are fnch fins as [»rofanenefs and 
*^ fecrilege ; and that, if there were not, 
*' they could not have names in holy writ, 
" and particularly in the NewTeftament. 
*^ And I befeech you to confider, that 
*^ tlKMigh our Saviour faid, He judged m 
*' man ; and, to teftify it, would not judge 
*/ nor divide the inheritance betwixt the 
^ two brethren, nor would judge the 
** woman taken in adultery ; yet in this 
^* point of the Church's rights he was 
'^ fo zealous, that he made himfelf both 
^' the accufer and the judge, and the 
** executioner too, to punifli thefe fins ; 
^ witnefled, in that he himfelf made die 
*^ whip to drive the profaners out of the 
^ Temple, overthrew the tables of the 
^ money-changers, and drove them out 

" of 
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** of it. And I befeech you to confidef ; 

** that it was St. Paul that faid to thofe 

" Chriftians of his time that wereofiended 

*^ with idolatry, and yet committed facri- 

*^ lege 5 TbGu that abhortefl iihlsy dojl thou 

*^ commit facrilege ? fuppofing, I think,** 

" facrilege the greater fin. This may 

*' occafion your Majefty to confider, that 

** there is fuch a fin as faorilege ; and td 

'^ incline you to prevent the curfe that 

** will frflow it, I befeech you alfo tcr 

" confider, that Cdnftantine the firft 

^^ Chriftian Emperor, and Helena his mo- 

<^ ther ; that King Edgar, and Edwsrd 

'* the Confeflbr ; and indeed many others 

•* of your predeceflbrs, and many private 

" Chriftians, have alio given to God, and 

** to his Church, much land, and many 

*^ immunities, which they might have 

'^ given, to thofe of their own families, and* 

** did not; but gave them for ever as an 

" abfolute right and facrifice to God : and 

*^ with thefe immunities and lands they 

*^ have entailed a curfe upon the alienators 

*^ of them : God prevent your Majefty 

** and your fucceflbrs from being liable to 

« that 
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** that curfe, which will deave unto 
** Church.lands^ as the leprofy to the 
*' Jews. 

^* And to make you, that are trufted 
^* with their prefervation, the better to 
'^ underAand the danger of it, I befeech 
•'* yjou, forget not, that, to prevent thefe 
*' curfes, the Church's land and power 
** have been alfo endeavoured to be pre- 
'^ ferved, as far as human reafon and the 
*^ law of this nation have been able to 
^ preferve them, by an immediate and 
f^ mod facred obligation on the confci- 
♦* ences of the Princes of this realm. For 
*^ they that confult Magna Charta (hall 
*^ find, that as all your predeceflbrs were 
^* at their coronation, fo you alfo were 
** fwom before all the nobility and bi- 
'* {hops then prefent, and in the prefence 
*' <rf Grod, and in his ftead to him that 
*' anointed you, to maintain the Church - 
^^ lands J and the rights belonging to it ; 
" and this you yourfelf have teftified 
*^ openly to God at the holy altar, by 
** laying your haqds on the fiible then 
** lying upon it. And not only Magna 

VOL. I. u Charta, 
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*^ Charta, but many modem ftatuite^ faavd 
*^ denounced a curfe upon thofe that 
'^ break Magna Charta ; a curie like 
'* the lefirofy^ that was entailed on die 
*^ Jews : for as that, fo diefe curies have 
<* and will cleave to the very ftones of 
^ thofe buildings that have been cmfe- 
" crated to God ; and the father's fin of 
'^ iacrilege hath and will prove to be en-> 
'^ tailed on his fon and femily* And now^ 
'^ Madam^ what account can be given 
^^ for the breach of this oath at the laft 
<* great day, either by your Migefty, of 
^ by me^ if it be wilfully or but negli<» 
*^ gently violated, I know not. 

^^ And dierefore^ good Madam, lei not 
^^ the late Lord's exceptions againft the 
^^ fidlings of ibme few clergymen prenttl 
*^ with you to punifli poftenty for the er- 
^^ rors of this prefent age : let particular 
" men fuffer for their particular errors \ 
<^ but let Ood and his Church have their 
^^ inheritance : and though I pretend not 
*^ to prophefy, yet I beg pofterity to take 
** notice of what is already become vifible 
'^ in' many families \ that Church-land, 

" added 
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' ** added to an ancient and juft inherit- 
*^ ance, hath proved Kkc a moth fretting 
** a garment, and fecretly confumed both : 
^ or like the eagle that flole a coal from 
** the altar, and thereby fet her neft on 
*^ fire, which confumed both her young 
•* eagles, and herfelf that ftple it* And 
'^ thou^ I fhall forbear to fpeak rqnroach- 
** fully of your fkther, yet I beg you to 
•*• take notice, that a part of the Churches 
-.^rights, added to the vaft treafure left 
** him by his &ther, hath been conceived 
** to bring an unavoidable confumption 
*' upon both, notwithfianding all his dili- 
^ gence'to preferve them. 

** And confider, that after the violation 
" of tbofe laws, to which he had fwom 
*• in Magna Charta, God did fo far deny 
^^ him his reftraining grace, that as King 
^* Saul, after be was forfaken of God, fell 
^^ from one fin to another ; fo he, till at 
*♦ laft he fell into greater fins than I am 
^' willing to mention. Madam, religion 
•* is the foundation and cement of human 
*^ focieties ; and when they that ferve at 
♦* God's altar fball be expofed to poverty, 
V 2 " then 
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" then religion itfelf will be cxpofed to 
*^ fcorn, and become contemptible ; as 
" you may already obferve it to be ia 
" too many poor vicarages in this nation. 
" And therefore, as you are by a late a£k 
" or ads of Parliament entrufted with a 
*^ great power to preferve or wafte the 
*^ Church's lands; yet difpofe of them, 
** for Jefus' fake, as ypu have promifed 
*^ to men, and vowed to God, that is, as 
** the donors intended : let neither falfe- 
*^ hood nor flattery beguile you to do 
^* otherwife ; but put a flop to God's and 
*' the Levites portion, I befeech you, and 
*' to the approaching ruins of his Church, 
^^ as you expeft comfort at the laft great 
** day ; for Kings muft be judged. Par- 
^^ don this afiedionate plainnefs, my moft 
** dear Sovereign, and let me beg to be 
^^ ftill continued in your favour ; and the 
** Lord flill continue you in his." 

The Queen's patient hearing this af^i- 
fe£tionate fpeech, and her future care to 
preferve the Church's rights, which till 
then had been neglected, may appear a 
fair teftimony, that he made hers and the 

Church's 
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'Church's' good the chiefeft of his cares, 
and that ihe alfo thought fo. And of this 
there were fuch daily teftimonies given, 
as begot betwixt them fo mutual a joy 
and confidence, that they fecmed bom to 
believe and do good to each other; (he 
not doubting his piety to be more than 
all his ot)pofers, which were many ; nor 
doubting his prudence to be equal to the 
chiefeft of her council, who were then as 
remarkable for aftive wifdom, as thofe 
dangerous tim^ did require, or this nation 
did ever enjoy. And in this condition he 
continued twenty years, in which time 
he faw fome flowings, but many more 
ebbings of her fiivour towards all men 
that had oppofed him, efpecially the Earl 
of Leicefter : fo that God feemed ftill to 
keep him in her favour, that he might 
preferve the remaining Church -lands and 
immunities from facrilegious alienations. 
And this good man deferved all the ho- 
nour and power with which (he gratified 
and trufted him ; for he was a pious 
man, and naturally of noble and grateful 
principles : he eafed her of all her Church - 
• u 3 cares 
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icares by his wife manage of them; he 
gave her faithful and prudeat counfeb in 
all the extremities and dangers of her 
temporal affidrs, which were very many ; 
he lived to be the chief comfort of her life 
in her declining age^ and to be then moft 
frequently with her, and her aflifbmt at 
her private devotions ; he lived to be the 
greateft comfort of her foul upon her 
death-bed, to be prefent at the expim- 
tion of her lad breath, and to behold the 
clofing of thoie eyes that bad long looked 
upon him with reverence and afi€6Hon. 
And let this alfo be added, that he was 
the chief mourner at her fad funeral ; nor 
let this be forgotten, that, wilhin a few 
hours after her death, he was the happy 
proclaimer, that King James (her peacefixl 
fucceflbr) was heir to the crown. 

Let me beg of my reader to allow me ■ 
to fay a little, and but a little, more of 
this good Biihop, and I (hall then pre^ 
fently lead him back to Mr. Hooker; 
and, becaufe I would haften, I will men- 
tion but one part of the Bifhcq^'s chaiity 
and humility; but this of both. He 

built 
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built a large alms-houfe near to his own 
palace at Croydon in Surry, and endowed 
it with maintenance for a mailer and 
twenty-eight poor men and women ; 
which he vifited fo often, that he knew 
th€^ names and difpofitions ; and was fo 
truly bumble, that he called them bro- 
thers and fifters : and whenfoever the 
Queen delbended to that lowlinefs to 
dine with him at his palace in Lambeth, 
(which was very often,) he would ufually 
the next day ihew the like lowlinefs to 
hit poor brothers and fillers at Croydon; 
axid dine with them at his hofpital ; at 
wHbich time, you may believe, there was 
joy at the table. And at this place he 
bttilt alfo a fair free-fohool, with a good 
accommodation and maintenance for the 
mailer and fcholars. Which gave juil 
occafion for Boyfe Sifi, then ambaifador 
for the French King, and reiident here, 
at the Bifhop's death, to fay, " The Bi- 
'^ {hop had publiihed many learned books; 
'* but a free-rfchool to train up youth, 
^* and an hofpital to lodge and maintain 
*^ aged and poor people, were the be# 
u 4 " evi- 
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" evidaiees of Chriftian learning that a 
*^ Bifbop could leave to pofterity/' Thi# 
good Bi{h<^ lived to fee King James fet- 
tled in peace, and then fell into an ex- 
treme licknefs at his palace in Lambeth ; of 
which when the King had notice, he went 
prefently to vifit him, and found bim in 
his bed in a declining condition, and very 
weak ; and after fome fhort difcourfe be- 
twixt them, the King at his departure aflfur- 
ed him, ^^ He had a great affection for him, 
" and a very high value for his prudence 
^^ and virtues, and would etKleavour Co 
*' beg his life of God for the good of his 
** Church/' To which the good Bifliop 
replied, '* Pro Eccfefia Dei,^ pro Eoclefia 
"Dei:" which were the laft words be 
ever fpake ; therein teftifying, that its in 
his life, fo at his death, his chiefeft care 
was of God's Church. 

This John Wbitgift was made Arch* 
biihop in the year 15^3. In which bufy 
place he continued twenty years and 
fome months ; and in which time you 
may believe he had many trials of his 
«ourage and patience; but his motto was, 

" Vin- 



MR. RICHARD HOOKER* 997 

** Vincit, qui patitur;'* and he made it 
good. 

Many of his niaay trials were occa- 
fioned by the then powerful Elarl of Lei- 
ceftfsr, who did ftill {but fecretly) raife 
and cherifh a fa&ion of Nonconformifis 
to oppofe him; efpecially one Thomas 
Cartwright^ a man of noted learning, 
fometime contemporary with the fiifliop 
in Cambridge^ and of the lame college, 
iOf which the Bidtop had been Mailer : in 
whioh place there began fome emulations, 
• (the partieulars I forbear,) and at laft 
open and high oppofitions betwixt them, 
and in which you may believe Mr. Cart* 
wright was mod faulty, if his expuliion 
out of tlie Univerfity can incline you to 
it. 

And in this difoonteot after the EarPs 
death, (which was 1588,) Mr. Cartwright 
appeared a chief cheriflier of a party that 
were for the Geneva Church government ; 
and, to effe£t it, he ran himfelf into many 
dangers both of liberty and life ; appear, 
ing at the laft to juftify himfelf and his 
party in nN^y remonftrances, which he 

caufed 
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caufed to be printed ; and to which the 
Blihop made a firfi anfwer, and Cartwright 
replied upon him ; and then the Bkbop 
having rejoined to his firfi reply^ Mr* 
Cartwright either was, or was perfm^ed 
to be, fatisfied ; for be wrote no mcMre, but 
left the reader to be judge which bad 
maintained their caufe with moft charity 
and resScm. After fome fil^ice, Mr. Cartv 
wright received from the Biihop many 
perfonal favours, and betook himfeif to a 
more private Uving, which was Bt War- 
wick, where he was made mafier of aa 
hofpital, and lived quietly, and grew rich; 
and where the Bifliop ^ve him a licence 
to preach, upon promife not to meddle 
with controvo'fies, but incline his hearers 
to piety and moderation ; and this pro^ 
mife he kept durieg his life^ which ended 
1602, the Biihop furviving him but fome 
few months; each ending his days in 
per&6i charity with the other. 

And now after this long digreffion, 
made for the information of my reader 
concerAing what fellows, I bring him 
back to venerable Mr. Hooktr, where we 

left 
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left bim in the Temple^ and where we 
ihall find him as deeply engaged in a 
OMitroverfy with Walter Travers, a friend 
and favourite of Mr. Cartwright's, as the 
Biihop had ever been with Mr. Cartwright 
bimfelf, and of which I (haU proceed to 
give this following account. 

And firft this ; that though the pens of 
Mr. Cartwright and the Bifliop were now 
at reft, yet there was fprung up a new 
generation of reftlefs men, that by com- 
pany and clamours became pofleflfed of a 
faith^ which they ought to have kept to 
themfelves, but could not : men that were 
become pofitive in aflerting, Thai a Paptft 
cannot befaved: infomuch, that about 
this time, at the execution of the Queen 
of Scots, the Biihop that preached her 
fimeral fermon (which was Dr. How- 
land, then Biihop of Peterborough) was 
reviled for not being pofitive for her 
damnation. And befides this bddnefs of 
their becoming Gods, fo far as to fet limits 
to his mercies, there was not only one 
Martin Mar-Prelate, but other venomous 
books daily printed and difperfed ; books 

that 
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that were fo abfurd and fcurrilous, that the 
graver Divines difdained them an anfwcr. 
And yet thefe were grown into high ef- 
teem with the common people, till Tom 
Nafh appeared againft them all, who was 
a man of a (harp wit, and the matter of a 
fcoffing, fatirical, merry pen, which he 
employed to difcover the abfurdities of 
thofe blind, malicious, fenfelefs pamph- 
lets, and fermons as fenfelefs as they; 
Nafh's anfwers being like his books, 
which bore thefe or like titles; An Al- 
mondfor a Parrot ; A Fig for my Godfon ; 
Come crack me this Nuty and the like ; fo 
that his merry wit made fome fport, and 
fuch a difcovery of their abfurdities, as 
(which is ftrange) he put a greater ftop to 
thefe malicious pamphlets, than a much 
wifer man had been able. 

And now the reader is to take notice, 
that at the death of Father Alvy, who 
was Matter of the Temple, this Walter 
Travers was LeAurer there for the even- 
ing fermons, which he preached with great 
approbation, efpecially of fome citizens, 
and the younger gentlemen of that fociety ; 

and 
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and fot the moft part approved by Mr, 
Hooker himfelf, in the midft of their op- 
pofitions. For he continued Lefturer a 
part of his time,; Mr* Tfavers being in- 
deed a man of competent learning, of 
a winning behaviour, and of a blamelefs 
lifck But he had taken orders by the 
Prefbytery in Antwerp, (and with them 
fome opinions, that could never be eradi- 
cated,) and if in any thing he was tranf* 
ported, it was in an eitreme defire to fet 
up that government in this nation ; for 
the pronjoting of which he had a corre- 
fpondence with Theodore Beza at Geneva, 
and others in Scotland ; and was one of 
the chiefeft affiftants to Mr. Cartwright 
in that defign. 

Mr. Travers had alfo a particular hope 
to fet up this government in the Temple, 
and to that end ufed his moft zealous en- 
deavours to be Mafter of it ; and his being 
difappointed by Mr. Hooker's admittance^ 
{H-oved the occaiion of a public c^pofition 
betwixt them in their fermons : many 
of which were concerning the doArine 
and ceremonies of this Church : ipfomuch 

that. 
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that, as St. Ptal withftood St. Peter to 
his fiice, fo did they withftand each other 
in their fermons t for, as one hath plea- 
fantly expreffed it, ** The forenoon fer- 
** mon fpake Canterbury ; and the after- 
^^* noon, Geneva.'' 

In thefe fermons thwe was little of 
bittemefs ; but each party brought all the 
reafons he was able, to prove his adver-^ 
fary's ojHnion erroneous. And thus it 
condnoed a long time, till the oppofitioas 
became fo vifible, and the confequences 
fo dangerous, efpecially in Uiat jdace^ 
that the prudent Archbiihc^ put a flop to 
Mr. Traverses [»*eaching, by a pofitive 
prohibition. Againft which Mr. Travers 
appealed, and petiticmed her Majefty's 
Privy Council to have it recalled ; where, 
bdfides his patron, the Earl of Leioefter, 
he met alfo with many affifting friends : 
but they were not able to prevail with 
or againft the Archbi(hop, whom the 
Queen bad introfted with all Church- 
power f $Xkd he had received fo £ur a 
teftimony of Mr. Hooker's princi{des, and 
of his le^iring and moderation, that be 

with- 
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wkhftood all foficttations. But the deny- 
ing this petition of Mr. Travere was un* 
pkalant to divers of his party ; and the 
teafonablenefs of it became at lad to be 
to publicly magmfied by them^ and many 
others of that party, as never to be an^ 
fwered ; fo that, intending the Biihop's 
and Mr. Hooker'a difgrace, they pro* 
cured it to be privately printed aiKl feat* 
cered abroad ; and then Mr. Hooker was 
forced to appear, and make as public an 
tofwer; which he did, and dedicated it 
to the Archbiihop : and it proved fo full 
mn aniwer, an anfwer that had in it fo 
much of clear reaibn, and writ with fe 
much meeknefs and nuyefty of ftyle, that 
the Biihop began to have him in admira-» 
ftion, and to rejoice that he had appeared 
in bk caufe^ and difdaiaed not earaeftly 
to beg his friendifaip; even a familiar 
Iriendihip with a man of fo much quiet 
learning and humility. 

To enumerate the many particular 
points, in which Mr* Hooker and Mr. 
Travera diflested, (all or mod of whidi 
I have feen written,) would prove at leaft 
•v tedious : 
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tedious : and therefitn^e I ihall impofe upoti 
my reader no more than two, which (hall 
immediately follow, and by which he 
may judge of the reft. 

Mr. Travers excepted againft Mr. 
Hooker^ for that in one of his fermom 
he declared, " That the affurance of what 
** we believe by the Word of God is not 
*^ to us fo certain as that which we per- 
*^ ceive by fenfe." And Mr. Hooker con- 
fefleth he faid fo, and endeavours to 
juftify it by the reafons following. 

" Firft ; I taught, that the things which 
^< God proniifes in his Word are not 
^ furer than what we touch, handle, or 
** fee : but are we fo fure and certain 
** qf them ? If we be, why doth God fo 
'^ often prove his promifes to us as bo 
^' doth, by apgiHnents drafwn from ^ oat 
** fenfible experieiM^e ? For we muft be 
** furer of the proof thin of the things 
** proved ; otherwife it is no proof. For 
*^ example ; how is it that many aien 
^^ looking on the moon at the fame time^ 
« every one knoweth it to be tho- vmoon 
^^ as certainly as the other doth ? But 

*^ many 
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** many believing one and tbe fame pro- 
^^ mife, have not all one and the fame ful- 
''^ nefs of perfuafion. For how falleth it 
" out, that men being afTured of any thing 
** by fenfe, can be no furer of it than they 
^* are ; when as the ftrongeft in faith that 
** liveth upon the earth hath always need 
** to labour, ftrive, and pray, that his af- 
*' furance concerning heavenly and fpiri- 
^ tnal things may grow, increafe, and be 
'* augmented?'' 

The fermon, that gave him the caufe of 
1^8 his jufUfication, makes the cafe more 
pkin, by declaring, ** That there is, be- 
" fides this certainty of evidence, a cer- 
*^ taiAty of adherence.'* In which hav- 
ing mod excellently demonilrated what 
the certainty of adherence is, he makes 
this comfortaMe ufe of it : " Comfortable 
*^ (he fays) as to weak believers, who 
** fuppofe themfelves to be faithlefs, not 
** to believe, when notwithftanding they 
*^ have their adherence ; the Holy Spirit 
•^ bath his private c^rations, and worketh 
** fecretly in them, and effeSually too, 
- VOL. I. X '* though 
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^* though they want the inward teflimonjr 
"of it/' 

Tell this, faith he, to a man that hath & 
mind too much dejeded by a fad fenfe of 
his fin; to one that, by a too feverejudg* 
ing of hinifelf» concludes that he wanCB 
faith, becaufe he wants the comfortable 
ait'urance of it; and his anfwer will be, 
** Do not perfuade rae againft my know- 
" ledge^ againft what I find and fed m 
" myfelf : I do not, I know I do not be* 
** lieve." (Mr. Hooker's own words 
follow.) " Well then, to favour fuch men 
" a little in their weaknefs, let that be 
*' granted which they do imagine ; be it, 
" that they adhere not to God's jMromifesi 
" but are faithleis, and without bgelief : 
^^ but are they not grieved £Dr their iui<* 
"belief? They confefs th^. are ; do they 
" not wifh it might, and alfq Rpye that k 
" may be otherwife ? We know they do.- 
" Whence cometh this, but firoo a fecret 
<^ love and liking, that they hf^ve of thof9 
^^ things believed ? For do man can lovtr 
'^ thofe things which in his own opinion 

. *^«re 
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«^ are tiot ; atid if they think thofe thing? 
** to be, which they (hew they love, when 
•^ they defire to believe thetn ; then muft 
" it be, that, by defiring to believe, they 
** prove themfelves tni6 believers : for 
•* without faith no man thinketh that 
** things believed are : which argument 
** all the fubtilties of infernal powers will 
*^ never be ablfe to diflblve/' This is an 
Abridgirieiit of part of the reafons Mr. 
Hooker gives for his juftiflc^ition of this 
Ws Opinion, for which he was excepted 
Eg^inft by Mr. Travers. 

Mr. Hooker was alfo accused by Mr. 
Travers, for that he in one of his fermons 
had declared, " That he doubted fiot but 
** that God was merciful to many of our 
•''forefathers living in Pofrifh fuperftition, 
^'' for sis ttiuch as they finned ignorantly :'^ 
and Mr. Hooker }n his anfwer profefleth 
it to be his judgment, and declares his 
reafons for this charitable opinion to be as 
filllowetll. 

But firft, he ftates the queflion about 
juftffication and works, and how the foun- 
dation of faith without works is over- 
X a . throwu; 
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thrown ; and then he proceeds to difcoveiT 
that way which natural men and fonne 
others have mittaken to be the way, by 
which they hope to attain true and ever* 
lading happinefft 3 and having difcovered 
the miilaken^ he proceeds to cKreA.tothat 
true way, by which, and no oih&r, evcr- 
lafting life and bleflbdnefs is attainable. 
And thefe two wdys he (kmonftrates thus : 
(they be his own words that follow :) 
*' That, the way of nature ; this, the 
** way of grace ; the end of that way, 
** falvation merited, prefuppofing the 
** righteoufnefs of men's works ; their 
*^ righteoufnefS) a natural ability to do 
^^ them ; diat ability, the goodnefs of 
** God, which created them in fuch per- 
*< feftion. But the end of this way, fld- 
^^ vation bellowed upon men as a gift : 
^' prefuppofing not their Tighteoufeefs, 
^' but the forgivenefs of their murigfate- 
*^ oufnefs, juftification ; their jafttfication, 
^' not their natural' ability to do goc^» 
*' but their hearty forrow for not doing, 
^< and unfeigned belief in him, for whofe 
^^ fake not doers are accq^^ted^ which is 

"their 
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^thoir vocation; tbeir vocation, the 
** dAftion of God, taking them out of 
** the number of loft children ; their 
^ ele&ion, a mediator in whom to be 
*^ defied j this mediation inexplicable 
** mercy; this mercy, fuppofitlg their 
*' nnfery for whom he vouchfafed to die,' 
** and make himfelf a mediator/' 

And he alfo declareth, " There is no 
" mmtorioiM caufe for our jtiftification, 
^ but Chrift ; no effedual, but his mer- 
** cy ;" and fays dfo, ** We deny the grace 
**of our Lord Jefus Chrift, we abufe," 
^^ difannul, and annihilate the benefit of 
^« his paffioa, if by a proud imagination 
•* we believe we can merit everlaftinglife, 
^ or can be worthy of it/' This belief, 
be declareth, is to deftroy the very effence 
of our juftification ; and he makes all opi- 
nions that border upon this to be very 
dangeroius. ** Yet neverthelefs," and for 
this he was accufed, ^^ confidering how 
** many virtuous aod juft men, how many 
^* fiiints and martyrs have had their dan- 
*^ gerous opinions, amongft which this 
^< was one, that they hoped to make ' 
X 3 « God 
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^^ God fcyne p^rtof amends^ hy vohinta-- 
'^ ry puiuOoiiei^ts whi^h Ihey laid upon 
<< tbemielves ;. becaufe hy this, or the Hke 
^< erroneous opinions, whkh do hyconib-* 
** quence overthrow the merits pf Chiift, 
^^ {hall man be io bold aa to write on thmr 
^^ graves, Sucb men are danmedi tbere is 
^^ for them no faivatum? St. Auftin lays, 
^^ Errare foffum^ fiareticus ejfk fudd. i^oA 
^^ woept we put a dafiereace betwixt * 
^^ them that err ignorantly, and them that 
" obftinately perfift in it, how is it pof- 
^' fible that any maq (hould hope to be 
^* fav^d ? Give me a Pope or a Cardinal, 
^^ whom great afflictions have made to 
'^ know himfelf, whole heart God bath 
^^ touched lyith true ibrrow for all hi* 
^^ fins, and filled with a love ojf Chrifi aad 
" his Gofpel ; wbofe eyes are williogly 
^^ open to fee the truth, an4 his mouth 
^' ready to renounce all error, this one 
<^ opinion of merk excepted, which he 
^^ thinketh God will require at his ^anda ; 
^^ and becaufe he wanteth> treftibleth, and 
*< is difcouiagid, aad yet can fay, L^rd^ 
'* eleapje me frank all n^ fecretfin$A fliall 

« I thmk. 
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** I think, bccaufo of thig, or a like error, 
^ fufch men touch not fo much as the hem 
'* of Chrlft's garment ? If they do, where- 
'^ fore (hould I doubt, but that virtue may 
•' proceed from Chrift to fave them ? No, 
*' I wHl not be afraid to fay to fuch a one, 
** You err in your opinion ; but be of 
'* good comfort ; you have to do with a 
'^ merciful God, who will make the bed 
*' of that little which you hold well ; and 
" not with a capticKis fophifter, who ga- 
'^ tbereth the worft out of every thing in 
** which you are miftaken.*' 

But it will be faid, fays Mr. Hooker, 
** The admittance of merit m any degree 
** overthroweth the foundation, excludeth 
** from the hope of mercy, from all pofli- 
<* bility of falvation/* (And now Mr. 
Hooker's own words follow.) 

*« What, though they hold the truth 
'* finccrely in all other parts of Chriftian 
*« faith ? although they have in fome 
*• meafure all the virtues and graces of 
•' the Spirit ? although they have all 
*' other tokens of God's chHdren in them ? 
" ahhough they be far from having any 
X 4 ^^ proud 
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*^ proud opinioD, that they (hall be laved 
" by the worthinefs of their deeds? al- 
'* though the, only things that troubleth 
^* and molefieth them, be a little too niuoh 
^^ deje£tion, fomewhat too great a fear 
^^ arifing from an erronaous ooncek, that 
'^ God will require a worthinefs in them, 
'^ which they are grieved to fiad wanting 
'^ in themfelves ? although they be not 
'^ obftinate in this opinion ? although 
^' they be willing, and would be glad to 
** forfake it, if any one reafon were 
** brought fufficient to difprove it ? aU 
'* thou^ the only caufe why they cb not 
'* forfake it ere they die, be their igno* ■ 
'^ ranee of that means by which it might 
^^ be difproved? although the caufe why 
<^ the ignorance in this point is not re- 
'^ moved, be the want of knowledge in 
*^ fuch as (hould he able, and are mot to 
'* remove it ? Let me die^faysMr. Hooker) 
*' if it be ever proved, that fimply an 
<* error doth exclude a Pope or Cardinal 
** in fuch a cafe utterly from hope of 
*Mife« Surely, I muft confefs, that if it 
*' be an error to think that God may be 

" merci-* 
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*^ merciful to fave inen> even when they 
*' err, my greateft comfort is my error : 
*< were it not for the love I bear to thi» 
'* ermr, I would never wifli to fpeak or to 
" live/' 

I was willing to take notice of tbefe 
two points, as fuppofing them to be very 
material ; and that, as they are thus con- 
tiaded, they may prove ufefal to my read- 
er 5 as alio for that the anfwers be argu- 
ments of Mr. Hooker's great and clear rea- 
fo«, and equal charity. Other exceptions 
were alfo made againft him by Mr. Tra- 
ver«y as ** That he prayed before, and not 
*' after, his fermons ; that in his prayers • 
*' he named Blfliops ; that he kneeled, both 
*' when he prayed, and when he received 
'^^ the Sacrament ; and (fays Mr. Hooker 
^^ in his defence) other exceptions fo like* 
i^ thefe, as but to name, I (hould have* 
^^ thought a greater &ult than to commit 
"them." 

And it is not unworthy Ihe noting,- 
that, in the manage of fo great a omtrb- 
verfy, a (harper reprorf tteui this, and 
one like at, did nev^ fall from .the hi^y 

pen 



314 *r«E LIFE OF 

pen of this htifnble man. That like it 
wai iD^n a like ocoafion of exceptions, 
to which his anfwer* was, " Your next 
^* argument confifts of railing and of rea- 
^^ fons: to your railing I fay nothing; to 
*^ your reafons I fey what follows/' And 
I am glad of this fair occafion to teftify 
the dove-like temper of this meek, thi^ 
matchlefs man. Anddotdbtlefs, if Almighty 
Grod had blcft the diffenters from the ^•. 
remonies and difcipline of this Church, 
with a like meafure of wiMom and hu- 
mility, inAead of their pertinacious 5Peal, 
then obedience «id truth had kifled inch 
other; then peace and piety had flo«ri{hed 
in our nation, and this Church arid State 
had been bl^ )%e Jeruialem, that s at 
unity <tuUb ttfdf: but this can never be 
expe6ked, till God ihall bleii the coinmon 
people of this nation with a belief, ^^ That 
^' ^hifm is a fin, and they not fh to judg^ 
*^ what is Schtfm ;** and blefs theni alfo' 
with « belbf, "That tbei^ may be ef- 
*^ fences taken which are not given ;" andV 
" Hiat law« are not made for private men 
♦* to clsipute^ but to obey." 

And 
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.And this ^Ifo may be worthy of not-r 
ingji that thefe exceptions of Mr. Traver« 
agai^ft Mr. Hooker proved to be folve 
error y for they wer^ the caufe of his tran- 
fcribing thofe few of hia fermons^ which 
\YQ now fee printqd with his books ; and 
of his Anfwer to Mr. Travers's Supplica- 
tion ; an4 of his moifl: learned and ufeful 
difcourfe of Juftification^ of Faith, and 
, Works ; and by their tranfcriplion they 
fell into fuch hands as have preferved 
the^i from being loft, a& too iniaAy of bi& 
other matchlefs writings were 5 and from 
thefe I have gathered many obfervationa 
in this, diicourfe of his life. 

After the publication of Us Aixfwer to 
the Petition of Mr. Traver% Mr. Hooker 
grew daily into greater repute with the 
moft learned aoid wife of the naticm : but 
it had a contlrary eflfefi; in very many of 
the Temple, that were aealous for Mr. 
Travers, and for his Gbiarch-difcipline ; 
iafomu^h, that though Mr. Trairera left 
the place, yet the le^d^ of d«f<x>njt;Mt 
could not be rooted out of that fociety, 
l^ the great reafoo, and as great me^- 
neft, of this humble maa : for though the 

chief 
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chief Benchers gave him much reverence 
and encoutagem^it^ yet he there met 
with many negleds and oppofitions by 
thofe of Mr. Traverses judgment ; info- 
much that it turned to bis extreme grief : 
andy that he might unbeguile and win 
them, he defigned to write a deliberate, 
fober treatife of the Church's power to 
make canons for the ufe of ceremonies, 
and by law to impofe an obedience 
to them, as upon her children ; and this 
he propoied to do in eight books of the 
Laws of Ecclefiaftical Polity ; intending 
therein to (hew fuch arguments as ihould 
force an aflent from all men, if reafon, de- 
livered in fwcet language, and void c^ 
any provocatiw, were able to do it : and^ 
that he might prevent all prgudice, he 
wrote before it a large pnfkce or epiftle 
to the Diflenting Br^ren, wherein there 
were fuch bowds of love, and fuch a 
commixture of that love with reafon, as 
was never exceeded but in bdy writ; and 
particularly by t1;iat of St. Paul to his 
dear brother and fellow-labourer Phile- 
mon: than, which none ever was more 
like this epiftle of Mr. Hooker's. So 

that 
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that his dear .friend and companion in 
his (hidies, Dr. Spenoer, might, after his 
death, juftly fay, ** What admirable height 
^* of learning, and depth of judgment, 
'^ dwelt in the lowly mind of this truly 
*^ humble man ; great in all wife men's 
** eyes, except his own ; with what gra- 
" vity and majefty of fpeech his tongue 
^^ and pen uttered heavenly myfteries ; 
** whofe eyes, in the humility of bis 
^' heart, were always caft down to the 
^* ground ; how all things that proceeded 
^* from htm were breathed as from tb^ 
** f|nrit of love ; as if he, like the bird of 
** the Holy Ghoft, the dove, had wanted 
** gall ; let thofe that knew 'him not in 
** his peribn, judge by thefe living images 
" of his foul, his writings." 

The foundation of thefe books was laid 
in the Temjde; but he found it no fit 
{dace to finilh what he had th^e defign- 
ed ; and he therefore eameftly folicilBd the 
ArchUibop for a remove from tint place ; 
to whom he fpake to Ais purpofe : " My 
*< Lord, when I loft the freedom of my 
^* cell, which was my cdl^e, yet I 

" found 
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*^ found f<Mne degree of it in my qui6t 
^^ country parfonage : but I am treaty of 
-" the noife and oppc^ttons of this place j 
." and indeed (Jod and nature did hot in- 
" tend me fot contetitions, but for fttidy 
>* and quictnefs. My Lord, my particul^ 
" contefts with Mr. Travers here hav6 
" proved the more unpleafant to me, he- 
*^ caufe I believe him to be a good man ) 
** and that belief hath oc<mfioned me to 
" examine mine own confcience conccm- 
" ing his opinions j and, to fatisfy that, 
** I have oonfulted the Scripture, tad 
** other laws, both human and <fivfiie, 
^* whether the confcience of bim^ and 
*< others oi his judgment, ought to ht 
•^^ fo &r oemplied with, as to alter our 
" frame of Church-gov^timeint, our inaxi- 
•^ n^ of God's worlhtp, our praiiing knd 
'< praying to him, and our eftaUiihed cer«k 
*^ monies, as often as his and others ten- 
^^ der confeiences ftall require us. Andv 
<^ in this exannnation, I have not on))r 
** fatisfied myfelf, but have begun a troa^ 
*^ tife, in which I intend a jufiiiieataon 
<^ of the kws of our eeclefiaflical polity^ 

"in 
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'^* in which dcfign God and hia holy an* 
*^ gels* (hall at the lafi great day bear me 
** that witnefs which my confcience now 
** does ; that my meaning is not to pro- 
** voke any, but rather to fatisfy all ten- 
'^ der confciences : and I fliall never be 
« able to 4o this, but where I may ftudy, 
^^ and pray for God's bleffing upon my 
•• endeaiH>urs, and keep myfelf in peace 
" and privacy, and behold God's bleffing 
'^ fpring out of my mother earth, and eat 
** my own bread without oppofitions ; and 
^ therefore, if your Grace can judge me 
^ worthy of fuch a favour, let me beg it, 
^ that I nwy perfeft what I have be- 
« gun." 

About this time the parfonage or re6lory 
of Bofcum, in the diocefe of Sarum, and 
fix miles from that city, became void. The 
Bifliop of Sarum is patron of it ; but in 
the vacancy of that fee, (which was three 
years betwixt the tranflation of Bifhop 
Pierce to the fee of York, and Biihop 
Caldwell's admiifion into it,) the difpofal 
of that, and all benefices belonging to 
that fee, during this faid vacancy, came 

to 
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to be difpofed of by the Archbifliop of 
Canterbury; and he prefented Ricbftid 
Hooker to it in the year 1591. AikI 
Ridiard Hooker was alfo in the faid year 
inftituted, (July ij.) to he sl Minor Pre* 
bend of Salifbury, the corps to it being 
Nether-Havin, about ten milet from that 
city ; which pi^ebend was of no great 
value, but intended chiefly to make him 
capable of a better preferment in that 
church. In this Bofcum he continued 
till he had finiflied four of his eight 
propofed books <rf the Laws of Elcclefiafti'- 
cal Polity, and thefe were entered into 
the regifter<-book in Stationmv Hall, the 
9th of March 1592, but not publiihed till 
the year 1594, and then were with the be- 
fore mentioned large and afle^ionate pre- 
face, which he dtre&s to them tbatfoek (as 
tbfy term it) the reformation of the la*iv$ 
and orders ecclefiajlical in the Church of 
England \ of which books I (hall yet fay 
nothing more, Init that he continued hia 
laborious diligence to finifh the renuontog 
four during his life ; (of all which more 
properly hereafter 3) but at Bifcum be £- 

niibed 



MR. RICHARD HOOKER. $%l 

niflied and publiflied but only the firft 
four, being then in the 39th year of hia 

He left Bofcum in the year 1595, by a 
furrender of it into the hands of Bifhop 
Caldwell; and he prefented Benjamin 
Ruflfel, who was inftituted into it the 
%id of June in the fame year. 

The parfonage of Biihop's Borne in 
Kent, three miles from Canterbury, is in 
that Archbifhop's gift : but, in the latter 
end of the year 1594, Dr. William Red- 
man, the re&at of it, was made Bi (hop 
of Norwich ; by which means the power 
of prefenting to it was pro ea vice in 
the Queen; and (he prefented Richard 
Hooker, whom fhe loved well, to this good 
living of Borne, the feventh of July 1595 ; 
in which living he continued till his 
^eath, without any addition of dignity or 
profit. 

And now having brought our Richard 
Hooker from his birth-place, to this 
where he found a grave, I {hall only give 
fome account of his books, and of his be- 
haviour in this parfonage of Borne, and 

VOL. I. T then 
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then give a reft both to myfdf and mf 
reader. . 

His firft four books and large epiftle 
have been declared to be printed at his 
being at Bofcum, anno 1594. Next, I 
am to tell, that at the end of thefe fouf 
books there was, when he firft printed 
them, this Advertifement to the Reader i 
^* I have for fome caufes thought it at 
*^ this time more fit to let go thefe firft 
^ fi^ur books by themfelves, than to ftay 
'^ both them and the reft, till the whole 
'^ might togetlier be publiflied. Such 
'^ generalities of the caufe in que^ion ag 
^^are here handled, it will be perhaps 
'^ not amifs to confider apart, by way 
^^ of introduction unto the books that 
<^ are to follow concerning particulars ; 
*' in the mean time the reader is requefted 
*^ to mend the Printer^s errors, as noted 
•* underneath," 

And I am next to declare, that bis fifth 
book (which is larger than his firft four) 
was firft alfo printed by itfelf, anno 1597, 
and dedicated to bis patron (for till thea 
he chofe aone) the Archbiihop. Thefe 

books 
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books were read with an admiration of 
their excellency in this, and their juft fame 
fpread itfelf alfo into foreign nations. And 
I have been told, more than forty years 
paft, that either Cardinal Allien, or learned 
Dr. Stapleton, (both Englifhmen, and in 
Italy about the time when Hooker's four 
books were firft printed), meeting with this 
general fame of them, were defirous to read 
an author, that both the reformed and the 
learned of their own Romifh Church did fo 
much magnify; and therefore caufed them 
to be fent for to Rome : and after reading 
them, boafted to the Pope, (which then was 
Clement the Eighth,) " That though he 
^^ had lately faid, he never met with an 
** Englifh book, whofe writer deferved the 
^* name of author; yet there now ap- 
'^ peared a wonder to therti, and it would 
*' be fo to his Holinefs, if it were in La- 
*^ tin ; for a poor obfcure Englilh Prieft 
^* had writ four fuch books of Laws, and 
^^ Church-polity, and in a ftyle that ex- 
*^ prefled fuch a grave and fo humble a ma- 
^* jefty, with fuch clear demonftration of 
'* reafon, that in all their readings they had 
Y % « not 
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** not met with any that exceeded hini >'^ 
and this begot in the Pope an earned defirc 
that Dr. Stapleton (hould bring the faid 
four books, and, looking on the Englifh, 
read a part of them to him in Latin; 
which Dr. Stapleton did, to the end pf 
the firft book ; at the conclufion of which, 
the Pope fpake to this purpofe : ^^ There 
" is no learning that this man hath not 
*^ fearched into, nothing too hard for his 
** underftanding : this man indeed de- 
" ferves the name of an author: his books 
'^ will get reverence by age ; for there is 
'^ in them fuch feeds of eternity, that, if 
'* the reft be like this, they (hall laft till 
*^ the laft fire ftiall confume all learning." 
Nor was this high, the only teftimony 
and commendations given to his books ; 
for at the firft coming of King James into 
this kingdom, he enquired of the Archbi- 
fhqp Whitgift for his friend Mr. Hooker, 
that writ the books of Church-polity ; to 
which the anfwer was, that he died a 
year before Queen Elizabeth, who re- 
ceived the fad news of his death with 
very much forrow : to which the King 

replied. 
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replied, ^* And I receive it with no lefs, 
'* that I fhall want the defired happinefs 
*' of feeing and difcourfing with that man, 
*^ from whofe books I have received fuch 
" fatisfaftion : indeed, my Lord, I have 
" received more fatisfaftion in reading a 
" leaf, or paragraph, in Mr. Hooker, 
*^ though it were but about the faflnon of 
** churches, or church-mufic, or the like, 
" but efpecially of the Sacraments, than 
** I have had in the reading particular 
** large treatifes written but of one of 
*\ thofe fubjefts by others, though very 
*^ learned men : and I obferve there is in 
" Mr. Hooker no affefted language ; but 
" a grave, conjprehenfive, dear manifefta- 
" tipn of reafon, and that backed with 
*^ the authority of the Scripture, the Fa- 
*^ thers and Schoolmen, and with all law 
" both facred and civil. And, though 
** many others write well, yet in the next 
" age they will be forgotten ; but <ioubt- 
" iefs there is in every page of Mr. 
'^ Hooker's book the pielure of a divine 
** foul, fuch pidtures of truth and reafon, 
** and drawn in fo facred colours, that 
r 3 " they 
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^* they (hall never fade, but give an im- 
" mortal memory to the author." And 
it is fo truly true, that the King thought 
what he fpake, that, as the mod learned 
of the nation have, and dill do mention 
Mr, Hooker with reverence; fo he alfo 
did never mention him but with the epi* 
thet of learned^ ox judicious y or reverend^ or 
venerable Mr, Hooker. 

Nor did his fon, our late King Charles 
the Firft, ever mention him but with the 
lame reverence, enjoining his fon, our 
now gracious King, to be fludious in Mr. 
Hooker's books. And our learned anti- 
quary Mr, Camden*, mentioning the 
death, the modefty, and other virtues of 
Mr. Hooker, and magnifyhig his books, 
wiflied, *^ that, for the honour of this, and 
** benefit of other nations, they were 
^^ turned into the univerfal language.** 
Which work, though undertaken by 
many, yet they have been weary, and for- 
faken it : but the reader may now expe& 
it, having been long fince begun, and 

* In his Annals, 1599, 

lately 
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Idtdy finiflied, by the happy pen of 
Dr. Earl, now Lord Bifliop of Saliflbury, 
of whom I may juftly fay, (and let it not 
offend him, becaufe it is fuch a truth as 
ought not to be concealed from pofterity, 
or thofe that now live, and yet know him 
not), that, fince Mr. Hooker died, none 
have lived whom God hath bleffed with 
more innocent wifdom, more fanftified 
learning, or a more pious, peaceable, prir 
mitive temper : fo that this excellent per- 
fon feems to be only like himfelf, and our 
venerable Richard Hooker; and only fit 
to make the learned of all nations happy, 
in knowing what hath been too long con- 
fined to the language of our little iiland. 

There mignt be many more and juft 
occafions taken to fpeak of his books, 
which none ever did or can commend too 
much ; but I decline them, and haften to 
an account of his Chriftian behaviour and 
death at Borne : in which place he con- 
tinued his cuftonyary rules of mortification 
and felf-denial ; w^s much in fading, fre- 
quent in meditation and prayers, enjoying 
thofe bleffed returns, which only men of 
Y 4 ftria: 
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ftrift lives feel and know, and of which 
men of loofe and godlefs lives cannot be 
made fenfible ; for fpiritual things are fpi- 
ritually difcerned. 

At his entrance into this place, his 
friendfliip was much fought for by Dr. 
Hadrian Saravia, then or about that time 
made one of the Prebends of Canter- 
bury ; a German by birth^ and fome- 
times a paftor both in Flanders and Hdi- 
land, where he had fludied and well 
confidered the controverted points con- 
cerning Epifcopacy and Sacrilege ; and 
in England had a juft occafion to de- 
clare his judgment concerning both, unto 
his brethren minifters of th^ Low Coun- 
tries ; which was excepted againft by 
Theodore Beza and others ; againfl whofe 
exceptions he rejoined, and thereby be- 
came the happy author of many learned 
trads writ in Latin, efpecially of three ; 
one, of the Degrees of Minifters, and of 
the Bifliops' fuperiority above the Prefby- 
tery ; a fecond, againft Sacrilege ; and a 
third, of Chriftian Obedience to Princes ; 
the laft being occafioned by Gretzerus the 

Jefuit. 
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Jefuit. And it is obfervable, that when, 
in a time of church-turaults, Beza gave 
his reafons to the Chancellor of Scotland 
for the abrogation of Epifcopacy in that 
nation, partly by letters, and more fully 
in a treatife of a threefold Epifcopacy, 
(which he calls divine, human, and fa- 
tantcal,) this Dr. Saravia had, by the help 
of Bifhop Whitgift, made fucb an early 
difcovery of their intentions, that he had 
almod as foon anfwered that treatife as it 
became public ; and he therein difcovered 
how Beza's opinion did contradifl: that of 
Calvin's and his adherents ; leaving them 
to interfere with themfelves in point of 
Epifcopacy. But of thefe trafts it; will 
not concern me to fay more, than that 
they were moft of them dedicated to his 
and the Church of England's watchful 
patron, John Whitgift, the Archbifhop ; 
and printed about the time in which Mr. 
Hooker alfo appeared firft to the world, 
in the publication of his firft four books 
of Ecclefiaftical Polity. 

This friendfhip being fought for by this 
learned Doflor, you may believe was not 

denied 
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denied by Mr. Hooker, who was by for* 
tune fo like him, as to be engaged againft 
Mr. Travers, Mr. Cartwright, and others 
of their judgment, ip a controverfy too 
like Dr. Saravia's ; fo that in this year of 
1595, and in this place of Borne, thefe 
two excellent perfons began a holy friend- 
{hip, increaiing daily to fo high and 
mutual affeftions, that their two wills 
ieemed to be but one and the fame ; and 
their defigns both for the glory of God, 
and peace of the Church, dill affifting and 
improving each other's virtues, and the 
defired comforts of a peaceable piety; 
which I have willin^y mentioned, be- 
caufe it gives a foundation to fome things 
that follow. 

This parfonage of Borne is from Can- 
terbury three miles, and near to the com- 
mon road that leads from that city to 
Dover ; in which parfonage Mr. Hooker 
had not been twelve months, but his 
books, and the innocency and fanftlty of 
his life, became fo remarkable, that many 
turned out of the road, and others (fcho- 
lars efpecially) went purpofely to fee the 

man. 
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man, wbofe life and learning were fo 
much admired : and alas ! as our Saviour 
laid of St. John Baptift, fVbat went tbey out 
to fee ^ a man clothed in purple and fine 
linen P No, indeed ; but an obfcure, harm- 
lefs man; a man in poor clothes, his 
loins ufually girt in a coarfe gown, or 
canonical coat ; of a mean (lature, and 
{looping, and yet more lowly in the 
thoughts of his foul : his body worn 
out, not with age, but ftudy and holy 
mortifications ; his face full of heat-pim- 
ples, begot by his unaftivity and feden- 
tary life. And to this true charafter of 
bis perfon, let me add this of his dif- 
pofition and behaviour : God and nature 
blefled him with fo bleffed a baftifulnefs, 
that as in his younger days his pupils 
might eafily look him out of countenance ; 
fo neither then, nor in his age, did be 
ever willingly look any man in the face : 
and was of fo mild and humble a nature, 
that his poor pari{b-clerk and he did ne- 
ver talk but with both their hats on, or 
both off, at the fame time : and to this 
may be added, that though he was not 

pur- 
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purblind, yet he was ftiort or weak- 
fighted ; and where he fixed his eyes at 
the beginning of his fermon, there they 
continued till it was ended : and the 
reader has a liberty to believe, that his 
modefty arid dim fight were fome of the 
reafons why he trufted Mrs. Churchman 
to choofe his wife. 

This parifli-clerk lived till the third or 
fourth year of the late Long Parliament ; 
betwixt which time and Mr. Hooker's 
death there had come many to iee the 
place of his burial, and the monument 
dedicated to his memory by Sir William 
Covyper, who ftill lives; and the poor 
clerk had many rewards for fliewing Mr. 
Hooker's grave-place, and his faid monu- 
ment, and did always hear Mr. Hooker 
mentioned with commendations and re- 
verence : to all which he added his ow^n 
knowledge and obfervations of his humi- 
lity and holinefs; and in all which dif- 
coudes the poor man was ftill more con- 
firmed in his opinion of Mr. Hookjer's vir- 
tues and learning. But it fo fell out, that 
about the faid third or fourth year of the 

Long 
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Long Parliament, the then prefent parfon 
of Borne was fequeftered, (you may guefs 
why,) and a Genevian minifter put into his 
good living. This, and other like fequeftra- 
tions, made the clerk exprefs himfelf in a 
wonder, and fay, " They had fequeftered 
*^ fo many good men, that he doubted, if 
** his good mafter Mr. Hooker had lived 
" till now, they would have fequeftered 
" him too.'' 

It was not long before this intruding 
minifter had made a party in and about 
the faid parifli, that were deiirous to re- 
ceive the Sacrament as in Geneva ; to 
which end, the day was appointed for a 
feleA company, and forms and ftools fet 
about the altar or communion-table, for 
them to fit and eat and drink : but when 
they went about this work, there was a 
want of fome joint-ftools, which the mi- 
nifter fent the clerk to fetch, and then to 
fetch cuftiions, (but not to kneel upon.) 
When the clerk faw them begin to fit 
down, he began to wonder ; but the mi- 
nifter bade him " ceafe wondering, and 
'* lock the church-door:" to whom he 

re- 
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replied, " Pray take you the keys, and 
*' lock me out : I will never come more 
** into this church ; for all men will fay, 
, *' my mafter Hooker was a good man, and 
•^ a good fcholar ; and 1 am fure it was 
•* not ufed to be thus in his days :*' and 
report fays the old man went prefently 
home, and died ; I do not fay died imme« 
diately, but within a few days after. 

But let us leave this grateful clerk iii 
his quiet grave, and return to Mr. Hooker 
himfelf, continuing our obfervations of 
his Chriftian behaviour in this place, 
where he gave a holy valediftion to all 
the pleafures and allurements of earth ; 
pofleffing his foul in a virtuous quietnefs, 
which he maintained by conftant ftudy, 
prayers, and meditations. His ufe was to 
preach once every Sunday, and he or his 
Curate to catechife after the fecond teflon 
in the evening prayer. His fermons were 
neither long nor eameft, but uttered with 
a grave zeal, and an humble voice : his 
eyes always fixed on one place, to pre- 
vent his imagination from wandering ; 
infomuch, that he feemed to ftudy as he 

fpake. 
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i\)ake. The defigh of his fermons (as in- 
deed of all his difdourfes) was to flievr 
reafons for what he fpake; and with thefe 
ireafons fuch a kind of rhetoric, as did ra- 
ther convince and perfuade, than frighten 
ttien into piety ; dudying not fo much for 
matter, (which he never wanted), as for 
apt illuftrations to inform and teach his 
unlearned hearers by familiar examples, 
and then make them better by convinc- 
ing applications; never labouring by hard 
words, and then by needlefs diftin£tions 
and fubdiftin^ions, to amufe his hearers, 
and get glory to himfelf ; but glory only 
to God. Which intention, he would of- 
ten fay, ^^ was as difcemible in a preacher, 
^^ as a natural from an artificial beauty/' 
He never failed the Sunday before 
every Ember-week to give notice of it to 
his parifhioners, perfuading them both to 
fail, and then to double their devotions 
for a learned and pious Clergy, but efpe- 
cially the laft ; faying often, " That the 
** life of a pious Clergyman was vifi- 
" ble rhetoric, and fo convincing, that 
*' the mod godlefs men (though they 

" would 
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'* would not deny themfelves the enjoy- 
" ment of their prefent lufts) did yet fe- 
** cretly wi(h themfelves like thofe of the 
« ftriaeft lives." And to what he per- 
fuaded others, he added his own example 
of failing and prayer; and did ufually 
every Ember-weejc takje from the parifti- 
clerk the key of the church-door, into 
which place he retired every day, and 
locked himfelf up ior many hours ; and 
did the like mod Fridays^ and other days 
pf fading. 

He would by no means omit the cuf- 
tomary time of proceffion, perfuading all» 
both rich and poor, if they defired the 
prefervation of love, and their pari(h- 
rights and liberties, to accompany him in 
his perambulation; and mod did fo: in 
which perambulation he would ufually 
exprefsf more pleafant difcourfe than at 
other times, and would then always drop 
fome loving and facetious obfervations to 
be remembered againft the next year, 
efpecially by the boys and young people; 
ftill inclining them, and all his prefent 
pariihioners, to meeknefs^ and mutual 

kind- 
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kindneffes and love ; becaufe Love tbinh 
not evil, but covers a multitude of itifirmi^ 
ties. 

He was diligent to enquire who of hit 
pariih were fick, or any ways diftreffed, 
and would often vifit tbiem, unfent for ) 
fuppoiing that the fitted time to difcover 
to them thofe errors, to whiph health and 
(Hofpeiity had blinded them. And having 
by pious reafons and prayers inoulded 
them into holy refolutions for the time to 
come, he would incline them to confieflion 
and bewailing their fins, with purpofa to 
forfake them, and then to receive the 
Communion, both as a ftrengthening of 
thofe holy refolutions, and as a feal be- 
twixt God and them of his mercies to 
their fouls, in cafe that prefent ficknefs 
did put a period to their lives. 

And as he was thus watchful and cha- 
ritable to the fick, fo he was as diligent 
to prevent law-fuits, fl:ill urging his pa- 
riihioners and neighbours to bear with 
each other's infirmities, and live in love, 
becaufe, as St, John fays, He that lives in 
love, lives in God; for God is love. And^ 

, VOL. I. Z to 
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to maintain this holy fire erf love con- 
fiantly burning on the altar of a pure 
heart, his advice was to watcb and pray ^ 
and always keep themfelves fit to r^Dieive 
the Communion, and then to receive it 
often ; for it was both a confinning 
and ftrengthening of their graces. This 
wtas his advice; and ^t his enU'ance or 
departure out of any houfe, he would uib- 
ally fpeak to the whole family, and blefs 
them by name; infomuch, that as he 
feemed in his youth to be taught of God, 
fb he feemed in this place to teach his 
precepts, as Enoch did, by walking with 
him in all holinefs and humility, making 
each day a ftep towards a bleffed eternity. 
And though, in thb weak and declining 
age of the world, fuch examples are be- 
come barren, and almoft incredible ; yet 
let his memory be bkft with this true re- 
cordation, becaufe he that praifes Richard 
Hooker, prdfes Grod, who hath given fuch 
gifts to men ; and let this humble and af- 
fectionate relation of him become fuch a 
pattern, as may invite pofterity to imitate 
thefe his virtues. 

This 
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This was his conftant behaviour both at- 
Borae, and in all the places in which he 
lived : thus did be walk with God, and 
^ead the footfteps of primitive piety ; and 
yet, as that, great exam^e of meeknefs 
and purity, even our blefled Jefus, was not 
free from falfe aocuiations, no more was 
this diiciple of his, this moft humble, 
mod innocent, holy man. His was a flan* 
der parallel to that of chafte Sufannah's 
by the wicked Elders ; or that againft St. 
Atbanafius, as it is reqorded in hialife, (for 
that holy man had heretical enemies,) a 
(lander which this age calls trepanning. 
I'be particulars need not a repetition ; and 
that it was falfe, needs no other teilimony 
than the public puniflimentof hisaccufers, 
and their open confeflion of his innocency . 
It was faid, that the accufation was con- 
trived by a diflenting brother, one that 
endured not church-ceremonies, hating 
him for his book's fake, which he was 
not able to anfwer ; and his name hath 
been told me : but I have not fo much 
confidence in the relation, as to make my 
pen fix a fcandal on him to pofierity ; I 
z 2 ihall 
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{ball rather leave it doubtful till the great 
day of cevelation. But this is certain^ 
that he lay under the great diarge^ aad 
the. anxiety of tius accuiation^ and kept 
it fecret to himfelf for many monthsi 
and, being a helplefs man^ had lain lon-« 
ger under this heavy burthen, Imt that 
the prote&or of the innocent gave fuch 
an accidental occafion, as forced him to 
make it known to his two deareft friends^ 
Edwyn Sandys, and Grporge Cranmer, who 
were fo fenfible of their tutor's fufierings, 
that they gave themfelves no reft, till by 
their difquifitioi^ and diligence they had 
found out the fraud, and brought him the 
welcome news, that his accufers did con- 
fefs they bad wronged him, and be^ed 
his pardon. To which the good man's re* 
ply was to this purpofe : *' The Lord for- 
" give them ; and the Lord blefe you for 
^^ this comfortable news. Now I have a 
<^juft occafion to lay with Si;donaK>n, 
<* Friends are born for tbe days (ff adverjityi 
*< and fuch you have proved to mt* And 
<« to my God I lay, as did the mother ei 
^^ St. John fiaptift. Thus bath tbe Lord 

^ dealt 



MRi RICHARD HOOK£R. 34I 

** dealt with rtUj in the day wheriin he 
** looked upon me^ /o take away my reproach 
•* among men. And, O my God, neither 
** my life, nor my reputation, are fafe in 
^* mine own keeping ; but in thine, who 
•* didft take care of me wheti I yet hatiged 
*^ upon my mother's breaft. Blefled are 
*' they that put their truft in thee, O 
*^ Lord : for when falfe witneffes were 
** rifen up againft me 5 when fbame was 
** ready to cover my face; when my nights 
** were reftlefs ; when my foul thirfted for 
** a deliverance, as the hart panteth after 
** the rivers of waters ; then thou. Lord, 
** didft hear my complaints, jrity my condi- 
** tion, and art now become my deliverer; 
** and as long as I live I will hold up my 
*< hands in this manner, and magnify thy 
*' mercies, who didft not give me over as 
** a prey to mine enemies : fhe net is 
** broken, and they are taken in it. Oh ! 
<< blefied are they that put their truft 
** in thee. And no profperity (hall make 
** me forget thofe days of forrow, or 
** to perform thofe vows that I have 
^* made to thee in the days of my afflic- 
23 " tion ; 
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*^ tioh ; for with fach facrificeB< thou, O 
^* God, art well pleafed ; and I will pay 
^ them." 

Thus did the joy and gratitude of this 
good man's heart break forth ^ and it is^ 
obfervable, that as the kivitatioh to this 
dander was his meek behaviour and dove-^ 
like fimplicity, for which he was remark- 
able I fo his chriftian charity ought to be 
imitated. For though the fpirit of re-' 
venge is fo pleafing to mankind, that it 
IS' never conquered but by a fupematural 
grace, revenge being indeed fo deeply 
rooted in human nature, that, to prevent^ 
the exceflfes of it, (for men would not 
know moderation,) Almighty God allows 
not any degree of it to any man, but fays^ 
Vengeance is mine : and though this be laid 
pofitively by God himfelf, yet this revengcf 
is fo pleafing^ that man is hardly perfuaded- 
to fubmit the manage of it to the time^ 
and juflice, and wildom of his CreatcM'^- 
but would haften to be his own executioner 
of it. And yet neverthelefs, if any man' 
ever did wholly decline and leave this* 
pleafing paffion to the time and meafure* 

of 
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ef God alone, it was this Richard Hooker, 
o£ whom I write: for when his flanderers 
were to fufler, he laboured to procure 
their pardon ; and when that was denied 
him, his reply was, '• That however he 
•* would faft, and pray that God would 
'^ give them repentance, and patience to 
^ undergo their punifliment.*' And his 
prayers wer^ fo &r returned into his own 
bofora, that the firft was granted, if wc 
may believe a penitent behaviour, and an 
open confeiBon. And it is obfervable, 
that after this time he would often fay 
to Dr. Saravia, ^^ O with what quietneft 
** did I enjoy my foul, after I was free 
^< from the fears of my (lander ! And 
^ how much more after a conflift and 
** viftory over my defir^ of revenge I" 

About the year 1600, and of his age fbr^- 
ty-fix, he fell into a long and (harp ii^knefs, 
bccafioned by a cold taken in his paflage 
by water betwixt London and Gravefend ; 
fkttn the malignity of which he was never 
recovered ; for after that time, till his death, 
he was not free from thoughtftil days and 
reftlefs nights : but a fubmiflion to his will 
^ 4 that 
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that makes the (ick man's bed eafy^ by giv^ 
ing reft to bis foul, made his very languiA- 
ment comfortable : and yet all this time he 
was folidtous in bta fiudy , and (aid often to 
Dr. Saravia, (who faw him d^ly, and wai 
the chief comfort of his life,) " That he 
^ did not beg a long life of God for any 
'^ other teafon^ but to live to finiih his 
'^ three remaining books of Polity ; and 
f^then. Lord, let thy fervant depart ia 
'^ peace ;'* wluch was his ufoal expoeC^ 
fion. And God heard his. prayers, though 
he denied the Church the benefit q£ them, 
^ eom^^bed by himfblf ; and k is thought 
he haftened his own death, by haftetting 
to give life to his bookfti . But.this ts cer« 
tain, that the nearer he was la bis deaths 
the more he geew in hMomlity, in holy 
thoughts, and refolutiont. 

About a month before hii deaths dus 
good man, that never knew^ or at leaft 
never confidered, the pleafures of the pa- 
late, became firft to lofe his appettle, and. 
then to have an a\'errene(s to all &iod, in* 
fomuch that he feemed to live fome ia«- 
termitted weeks by the fme)l of meat 

only* 
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only, and yet Mil fludied and writ* And 
pow his guardian angel feemed to foretel 
bim, that the day of his diflblution drew 
near ; for which bi» vigorous ibul apptaxe^ 
to thirft. 

In thb time of his ficlLnefs^ and not 
many days before bis deaths bis boufe 
was robbed ; of which he baring notice^ 
his quefiion was, ^ Are my books and 
*' written papers fafe ?'' And being an- 
fwered^ that they were ; his reply was, 
^< Then it matters not ; for no other lofs 
*^ can trouUe me.'* 

i About one day before his death, Dr^ 
$araviay who knew the very fecrets oif 
Us foul, (for they were fuf^xrfed to be 
^onfeflbrs to each other,) came to him, 
imd, after a conference of the benefit, the 
jDeceffity, and (afety of the Church's abfo- 
lution, it was refolved the Dodor (hould 
give him both that and the Sacrament tb^ 
day following. To which end the Doc-^ 
tor camei and, after a fhort retirement 
gnd privacy, they two returned to the 
aampaay i and then the Do6^or gave him, 
apd fome- of thofe ftieads whi<rfi were 

with 
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with bim, the bkfled Sacrament of the 
body and blood of our Jefus* Which 
being pepformed, the Do^r thought he 
faw a reverend gaiety and joy in his face^ 
but it laAed not long ; for his bodily in* 
firmities did return fuddenly, and became 
more vif ble, infomuch that the Dodor 
apprehended death ready to feize him ; 
yet, after fonie amendment, left him at 
night, with a protnife to return early the 
day following ; which he did, and thea 
found him better, in appearance, deep in 
contemplation, and not inclinable to dif- 
courfe ; which gave the Ho&xx occafion 
to require his prefent thoughts. To which 
he replied, '^ That he was meditating tha 
^ number and nature of angels, and their 
'^ blefled obedience and order, without 
<^ which, peace could not be in Heaven ; 
f< and oh ! that it might be fo on earth !'' 
After which words, he f^d, <^ I hav^ 
<' lived to fee this world is made up of 
^ perturbations ; and I have be^n Jong 
'^ preparing to leave it, and gathering 
<< comfort for the dreadful hour of mak* 
^' ing my acc<mnt with God, which I 

now 
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*^ now a]^rehend to be nedr i and* 
*' thbngb I have by his grace loved him 
^* in my youth, and feared him in min<5 
** age, and laboured to have a confcience 
" void of offence to him, ^nd to all men j 
^* yet if thou, O Lord, be extreme to 
^^ mark what I have done amifs, who can 
^* abide it ? And therefore, whefe I have 
** failed^ Lord, (hew mercy to me ; for I 
" plead not my righteoufnefs, but the fof- 
** givenefs of my unrighteoufnefs, for his 
<* merits, who died topurchafe pardon for 
^* penitent finners. And fince I owe thee 
** a death, Lord, let it not be terrible, and 
<< then take thine own time ; I fubmit 
*♦ to it t let not mine, O Lord, but let 
<* thy will be done." With which expref- 
iion he fell into a dangerous dumber; 
dangerous as to his recovery : yet reco- 
ver he did, but it was to fpeak only thefe 
few words ; ** Grood Doftor, God hath 
*< heard my daily petitions, for I am at 
** peace with all men, and he is af peace 
'^ with me ; and from that blefled affurance 
** I feel that inward joy, which this world 
'* can neither give nor take from me : 

** my 
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^' my coi^oience beareth me this witneft^ 
** and this witnefs makes the thoughts of 
** death joyful. I could wifli to live to 
** do the Church more fervice ; but cannot 
'^ hc^ it, for my days are paft as a (ha- 
'^ dow that returns not/' More he would 
have fpoken, but his fpirits fouled him | 
and, after a (hort confli£t betwixt nature 
and death, a quiet figh put a period to 
his laft breath, and fo he fell afleep. And 
now he feems to reft like Lazarus in 
Abraham's bofom. Let me here draw his 
curtain, till with the mod glorious com- 
pany of the Patriarchs and Apoftles, the 
moft noble army of Martyrs and Confef-<^ 
fors, this moft learned, moft humble, 
holy man (hall alfo awake to receive an 
eternal tranquillity, and with it a greater 
degree of glory, than common Chriflians 
{hall be made partakers of. 

In the mean time, Ble/sy Lard ! Lard, 
blefs bis brethren, the Clergy of this nation, 
with effe&ual endeavours to attain, if not 
to bis great learnings yet to bis remarkable 
nueknefs, bis godly Jimplidty, and bis Cbrif" 
tian moderatim ; for tbefe will bring peace 
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ai the lajl, Andy Lord, let bu fnojl excel" 
lent writings 1>e blejl with what be dejigned^ 
when be undertook tbem: wbicb was^ 
glory to tbeey God on bigbj peace in thy 
Cburcb, and good will to mankind. Amen^ 



IZAAK WALTON, 
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This following Epitaph was longjince prefented to 
fhe world, in memory of Mr. Hooker, hy Sir 
William Cowper, who alfo built him a fair 
monument in Borne Church, and acknau;Udges 
him to have been hisfpiritual Father, 

Tl HOUGH nothing can be fpokc worthy his fsimey 

Or the remembrance of that precious name, 

Judicious Hooker; though this coft be fpent 

On him, that hath a lafting monument 

In his own books ; yet ought we to exprefs. 

If not his worth, yet our refpe6ifulnefs. 

Church-ceriemonies he maintain'd ; then why. 

WithiMit all ceremony ihould be die? 

Was it becaufe his life and death (hould be 

Both equal patterns of humility ? 

Or that perhaps this only glorious one 

Was above all, to aflc, why had he none ? 

Yet he, that lay fo long pbfcurely low. 

Doth now preferr'd to greater honourt go. 

Ambitious men, learn hence to be more wife^ 

Humility is the true way to rife : 

And God in me^his leflbn did infpire, 

Tp bid this humble man^ « Friend, fit up higl|;r." 
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And now having by a long and labori-> 
oas fearoh iatisfied myfelf, and I hope my 
i:eader^ by imparting to him the true rda- 
tion of Mr. Hooker's life ; I am defirou* 
alfo to acquaint him with fome obferva-* 
lions that relate to it, and which could 
not properly fall to be fpoken till after his 
death, of which my reader may expefil a 
brief and true account in the following 
Appendix. 

And firft, it is not to be doubted but 
that he died in the forty-feventh, if not in 
the forty-fixth year of his age ; which 1 
mention, becaufe many have believed him 
to be more aged : but I have fo examined 
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it, as to be confident I maftake not ; and 
for the year of bis death, Mr. Camden, 
who in his Annals of Queen Elizabeth, 
1599, mentions him with a high com- 
mendation of his IXe and learning, de- 

. clares him to die in the year 1599 ; and 
yet in that inicription of his monnment, 

' fct up at the charge of Sir William Cow* 
per, in Borne Churob, where Mr. Ffooker 
was buried, his death is there faid to be 
in anno 1603 ; but doubtlefs both miftaken ; 
for I have it attefied under the lumd of 
William Somner, the Archbiftiop's Re* 
gifter for the province of Canterbury, 
that Richard Hooker's will bears daite 
O&ober ^, in amio 1600, and that it 
was proved the tbiidof December folloiw-^ 
ing*. 

* And the reader may take notice, that (Tnce I firft 
writ this Appendix to tbe Life of Mr. Hooker, Mr. Ftil- 
fiiftn, of Corpus Chrifti CoUege, hath 0iew^ oie.a good 
authority for the very day aud hour of Mr. Uoofdor'g 
death, in one of his books of Polity, which had been 
Archbiihop Laud's. In which book, beHde many con- 
fiderable marginal notes of fomc pafiages of his time» 
under the Biihop's own hand, there is alfo .written ta 
the title>page of that book (which now is Mr. Fulman's) 
this atteftation : 

•* Richarditi 
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> And that at bis death he l^t fcnr 
daughters, Alice, Cicily, Jane, and Mar- 
garet ; diat he gave to each of them an 
hundred pound; that he left Joan, hia 
wife, his fole executrix ; and that, by hit 
inventory, his eAate (a great part of it 
being in books) eame to 1092I. 9a. ad. 
winch was mueh more tbaft he thought 
him&M worth ; and which was not gpt 
by his care, nuich le£i by the good ho^(a^ 
wifery of his wife, but feyed by his trufty 
ienrant, Thomas Lane, that was wifi^ 
#ian his mafier in getting money for faim'^ 
aad more frugal than his miftreis in 
Jiaqnng of it. Of which will of Mr^ 
Hod^er's I iludl iky no more, but that 
his dear friend Thomas, the fiither of 
George Crannier, (of whom I have fpo-^ 
ken^ and ihall have occafi<Hi to fay nM>re,) 
was one of the witnefles to it. 
/ One «l hts elder daughters was married 
to one Chalinor^ fometime a fohooUmai^ 

<< Richardas Hooker v\t fummis dodrinse dotibus pr- 
^ nacus, de Ecclefia prscipue AngUcana optime meritosy 
" obiit Novemb. 2. circiter horam fecundam poftmeridiiu 
** nam. Anno 1600.'' ^ 

: vot. I. A a ter 
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ter in Chichefter, and are both dead Ibng 
fiace. Margaret) his youngeil daughto^y 
was married unto Ezekiel Charke, Bacbe« 
lor in Divinity, and ReAor of St. Ni- 
cholas in Harbledown near Canterbury, 
who died about lixteen years pafi, and 
hiul a^ibn Ezekid, now living, and in 1k^ 
cred orders, being at this time Re&cn* of 
Waldron in Suflex. She ]eft aifo a daugh- 
Cer, with both whom I have fpoken not 
inany mopths paA, and find her to be a 
widow in a condition that wants not; 
but very far from abounding. And thefe 
two attefted unto me, that Richard Hook«- 
er, their grandfather, had a fitter, by naoM 
Elizabeth Harvey, that Fived to the age 
of lai years, aijid died in the month of 
September, 1663. 

For his other two daughters I ^atn leani 
little certainty, bat have heard they both 
died before they were marriageaUe. And 
for his wife, (he was fo unlike Jephtha^i 
daughter, that (he ftaid not a comely time 
to bewail her widowhood; nor lived long 
enough to repent her fecond marriage; 
for whichj doubtlela^ (he would have 

found 
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found caufe, if there had been but f<»ir 
months betwixt Mr. Hooker's and her 
death. But (he is dead, and let her other 
ini]nmties..be buried with her. 

Thus amoh briefly for his age, the year # 
of his death, his eflate^ his wife, and bis 
children. I am next to fpeak of his books ; 
concerning which I (hall have a necei&ty 
of being longer, or (hall neither do right 
to m)rfelf, or my reader, which. is chiefly 
iotended in this Appendix. 

I have declared in his Life, that he pr»- 
pofed eight books, and that his firil four 
ware printed anno 1594^ and his fifth book 
firfl: printed, and alone^ anno 1597 ; and 
that he lived to fini(h the remaining three 
of the propofed eight : but whether wc 
have the laft three as finiflied by hifnfeif, 
IB AJuftand material queflion ; concerning 
which I do declare, that I have been told 
almoft ft^rty years pafl, by one that very 
weU knew Mr. Hooker and the affairs of 
his.£fanily, that, about a month after the 
dealJi of Mr. Hooker, Bi(bop Whitgift, 
tiheo Archbifliop of Canterbury, fent 
A a 3 one 
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one of his Cliftplains to enquire of Mrf«' ^ 
Hooker, fpr the three remaining books of 
Polity, writ by her huiband: of which> 
(he would not, or could not, give any ac<K 
count : and that about three nicmths lifter 
that time thef Bifhop procured her to b^ 
fent for to London, and then by his pnEh* 
eurement (be waa to be examined by 
fome of her M ajefty^s Council, ooncermnjg 
the difpofal of tho^ books ; but, by way 
of inspiration for the next day's exami^ 
mttiOfi, th# Bifliop invited her to Lam- 
beth, and, after fosie friendly queftioiMi 
(be confefled to Utti, ^^ that one Mr» 
'^ Chaike, and anodier Miaifier that 
^< dwelt near Canterbury^ came to h«^^ 
^ «id defired that they might go into her 
'^ huiband's ftudy^ and look upon fome 
'^ of his writings: and that there tknj 
*^ two burnt and tore many of th^m, af«^ 
<^ furing her, that they were wrilti^iKit 
^* fittobefeen;andtbatiheknewiiaibiiig 
^* more concerning them/' H«r Mgiag' 
was then in King-fti^t in Weftmiai«r» 
where fbe was found next morning drnMb 
- ' * ., in 
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:4n her body and her newhuiband fufpejted 
mud quefttoned for it: but he was ^- 
dared innocent of her death. 

And I dedare alfo, that Dr. John 
-Spencer, (mentioned in the life of Mr. 
Hodcer,) who was of Mr; Hooker's col- 
lege, and of his time there, and betwitt 
<whom there was fo friendly a 6ieiidibip, 
^hat they continually advifed together in 
-an their ftucjies, and pardcularly in what 
eecNicerned thefc books of Pdity-^tbis 
Dr. iS|ieneer, the three perfe A books be- 
ing loft, had deiSvered into his han<b {I 
ifebiak by BUhop Whitgift) the imperfea 
boolu, or firft rough draughts of theiti, 
•l» be made as perfeft as diey mi^t be 
by him, who both knew Mr. Hooker's 
ihand- writing, and was beft acquainted 
with his inlentidns^ And a fair tefiimony 
of diis may appear by an epiftle fird and 
lafnaHy pnYited before Mr. Hooker's five 
liocftis, (but omitted, I know not why, 
in the )a(l impreffion of the eight printed 
together in anno 1662, in which the pub- 
jiiiers feem to impofe the three doubt&l 
hocks to be the undoubted books of Mr. 
A a 3 Hooker,} 
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Hooker,) with thcfe two letters J. S.' at 
the end of the faid epifUe, which was' 
meant for this John Spencer : in which 
epiftle the reader may find thefe words, 
which may give fome authority to what 
I have here written of his laft three bocAs. 
** And though Mr. Hooker haftened hi« 
*' own death by haflening to give life to 
•* his books, yet he held out with hi« 
'*'eyes to behold thefe Benjamins, thefe 
^^ fons of his right hand, though to him 
** they proved Bcnonie8,'fons of paiti and 
**' forrow. But fome c\^il difpofed minds^ 
*^ whether of malice, or covetoufnefe, or 
" wicked blind zeal, it is uncertain, as 
■'^ foon as they were bom, and their 
•** father dead, fmothered them, and, by 
" conveying the perfeft copies, left unto 
^* us nothing but the old imperfeft man- 
** gled draughts difmembered into pieces? 
** no favour, no grace, not the (faa^w of 
,** themfelves remaining in them. Had 
** thefatber lived to behold them thus de- 
** faced, he might rightly have named 
'*^ thfem Benonies, the fons of forrOwt 
"but being the learned will not ibfier 

" them 
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^^ them to die and be buried, it is intended 
** tfe world (hall fee them as they are ; 
" the learned will find in them Ibme (ha- 
** dows and refemblances of their father's 
** face, God grant, that as tl»y were 
** with their brethren dedicated to the 
5* Church for meflengers of peace ; fc^ in 
** the itreogth of th^t little breath of life 
** that remaineth in them, they may pro- 
'* iper in their work, and, by fatisfying the 
** doubts of fuch as are willing to learn, 
^^ they mi^ help to give an end to the 
'^ calamities of tbefe our civil wars." 

J. S, 

And next the reader may note, that 
diis £4)i(lle of Dr. Spencer's was writ 
and firft printed within four years after 
the death of Mr. Hooker, in which time 
all diligent fearch had been made for the 
perfeft copies ; and then granted not re- 
coverable, and therefore endeavoured tQ 
be completed out of Mr. Hooker's rough 
draughts, as is exprefled by the laid Dr. 
Spencer in the faid Epiille, fince whofe 
dealii it is now fifty years. , 

A a 4 And 
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And I do.profefii fay the faith of a 
Cbriftian^ that Dr. I^noer's wife (who 
was my aunt, and fitter to George Cran- 
mer^ of whom I have fpoken) tcdd me 
forty years (kice, in thefe, or in words to 
this punpoft : ^^ that her hofband had 
^' made }xp or finifbed Mr. Hooker's kft 
^^ three books ; and that upon her hof- 
<' band's death-bed, or in his laft ficknefs^ 
*' he gave them into her hand, wkh a 
<' d)arge they ikaald not be fisen by any 
*^ man, but be by her delivered into the 
^' hands of ihe then Archbiihop ot Can- 
^^ terbury, which was Dr. Abbc^, or unto 
^^ Dr. King, then Bifliop of London, and 
^^ that (he did as he enjcnned her.'' 

I do coneeive, that from Dr. Spencer's^ 
and no other copy, there have been diveia 
tranfcripts ; and I know that thefe were 
to be found in feveral places ; as namely. 
Sir Thomas Bodley's library ; in that of 
Dr. Andrews, late Biihop of Winton ; in 
the late Lord Conway's; in the Archbifliop 
of Canterbury's ; and in the Bifhop of Ar- 
magh's ; and in many others : and moft 
of thefe pretended to be the Author'8X>«n 

hand. 
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hand^ but much difagreeing, being in- 
deed altered and diminifhed, as men have 
thought fitted to make Mr. Hooker's 
judgment fuit with their fancies, or give 
authority tb their corrupt defigns ; and 
for proof of a part of this, take thefe fol- 
lowing teftimdnies. 

Dr. Barnard, fometime Chaplain to Dr. 
Uflier, late Lord Archbifltop of Armagh, 
hath declared in a late book, called Clavi 
TrabaUsj printed by Richard Hodgkin- 
fon, anno 1661, that, in his fearch and 
examination of the faid Bifhop's nianu- 
fcripts, he found the three written books 
which were fuppofed the fixth, feventh, 
and eighth of Mr. Hooker's books of Ec- 
ckfiaftical Polity ; and that in the faid 
three books (now printed as Mr. Hooker's) 
there are fo many omiflions, that they 
aiiM)unt to matiy paragraphs, and which 
caufe inany incoherencies : the omiflions 
are by him fet down at large in the faid 
printed botok, to which I refer the reader 
for the whole ; but think fit in this place 
to irifert this Mlowing fliort part of fome 
of the faid omiflions. 

'' Firft, 
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" Firft, 38 there could be in natural 
'' bodies no motion of any things unlefe 
" there were fome firft which moved all 
'^, things, and continued unmoveable ; 
'' even fo in politic focieties there muft 
*' be fome unpunifhable, or elfe no man 
** fhall fuffer punifliment : for fith pu- 
^^ nifhments proceed always from fupe- 
**riors,. to whom the adminiftration of 
*^ juftice belongeth ; which adminiftration 
*^ muft have neceffarily a fountain, that 
*^ deriveth it to all others, and receiveth.. 
*^ not from any, becaufe otherwife the • 
*^ courfe of juftice fliould go infinitely in 
<f a circle, every fuperior having his fupe- 
^^ rior without end, which cannot J^ : 
^^ therefore a well-fpring, it follovve^h) 
*^ there is, a fupreme head of juftice, • 
" whereunto all are fubjefil, but itfelf in 
'* fubjefilion to hone. Which kind of pre- 
*^ eminency if fome ought to have in a 
** kingdom, who but the King (hall have 
" it ? Kings therefore, or no man, can 
*^ have lawful power to judge. 

*^ If private men offend, there is the 
"^^ magiftrate over themi which judgeth ; * 

"if 
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^ if magiftrates, they have their pmce j 
'* if princes, there is Heaven, a tribunal, 
^^ before which they (hall appear; on 
^* earth they are not accountable to any/' 
Here, fays the Dr. it breaks off abruptly. 

And I have thefe words alfo attefted 
lander the hand of Mr. Fabian Philips, a 
man of note for his ufeful books. '^ I 
^* will make oath, if I fhall be required, 
^^ that Dr. Sanderfon, the late Bifhop of 
'^ Uacoln, did a little before his death 
^ affirm to me, he had feen a ■manufcript 
^ affirmed to hitn to be the hand-writing 
^ of Mr. Richard Hooker, in which there 
^* was no mention made of the King or 
^ fupreme governor's being accountable 
^^ to the peofde. This I will make oath, 
^' that that good man attefted to me." 

Fabian Philips. 

So that there appears^ to be both omif- 
fions and additions in the faid laft three 
prihted books ; and this may probably be 
one reafon why Dr. &iaderfon, the faid 
learned Bi(hop, (whcrfe writings are fo 
highly and juftly valued,) gave a ftrift 

charge 
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chai^ tMiur the time of kis deatk, or in 
his laft wtU, '^ That nothing of bia ^at 
^' was not already printed, (hoiild * be 
*< ^nted afier hk death/' 

It it well known bow high a value <mr 
teamed King James put upon the boK^ 
writ by Mr. Hooker $ a^d known idfotfial 
our late King Charies (the martyr 6>r iba 
C^wdi) valued them the fecopd of idl 
bo^s, teftified by bia eommending Ibon 
to the reading of^his fon Charles, tfaat 
now is our graciom King : and you mdf 
iof^fkoCa tb^ this Charles the Firft was 
moi a firaager to the pretended three booka^ 
becaufe, in a difoourfe wikk tke Lord Say^ 
ki the time of the Long P^uAmnent, when 
the laid Lord required the King to grant 
the truth of his argument, becaji^e it was 
the judgment of Mr. Hooker, (quoting 
bim in one of the three written booksi) 
the King replied, *' They w©re. not *I- 
A^ lowed to be Mbc. Honker's books; bi^ 
'* however, he would allow them to*b^ 
f* Mr. Hooker's, and confent to what bis 
^< Lordihip propofed to prove out of thofii 
^<4oubt&dbPC]fks,Af he would hm confeni 

"to 
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** to the judgment of Mr. Hooker in th# 
** other five, that were the undoubted 
** books of Mr. Hooker." 

In thb relation concerning thefe three 
doubtful books of Mr. Hooker's^ my pur- 
pofe was to enquire, then fet down what 
I obferved and know } which I have done, 
not as an engaged perfon, but imUfier- 
ently ; and now leave my reader to ^ve 
fentence, for their Intimation, as to him*, 
felf ; but fo as to leave others the fame li- 
hefty of believing, or ifiibdievtng tlievi' 
to be Mr. Hooker's : and it is obfarvable, 
thi^asMr. Hooker «lvifed with Dr. Spa* 
cei»,- in the defign and manage of diefe 
books ; fo alfo, and chitAy, widi hiadttr 
pufil, George Cramner, (wbde fifter was 
the wifior of Dr. SpeMer,) of which lilts 
following letter may be a tel&Dony, and 
doth alfo give authoiity lo feme things? 
nlen^ned both in diis Appendix, and in 
. the life of Mr. HMkmr, and is therefore 
added. 

J.W. 
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What pofienty is likely to judge of, 
thefe matters concerning Cburcb-dilbi- ' r 
plioe, we may thi^ better conjedure^ if we^ 
' call to mind wbat our own age> within fe«r 
years, upon better experi^icey haifibalfeady 
judged concerning the fame* It may be 
renumbered, thai at firft the greateft ftutt 
oi the learned in the land w#re either 
eagerly afie&adf or fitvoun^y inclined 
ti»it way. The hooka then written *to^ 
the moft part fai^oured of the difcipUnarjFv 
ftyle ; it founded «very where in p^pila^: 
and in common phrafe of men's fpeeoh*. 
The contrary part began to fear they had 
taken a wrong courfe ; many which im- 
pugned the dilcipUney yet ta impugned 

it. 
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It, not as not being the better form of 
governmenty but as not being fo ccirrad* 
ent for our ftate, in regard of daiigerou$ 
iniKMrations therdby like to grow : * ono 
man alone there was to fpeak of, (wbdm 
let no fiifpi^ioo of flattery deprive of hi$ 
deferred eommendation,) who, in tbe de« 
fiance of tbe one part, and courage of 
tbe other, flood in the gap, and gave 
others refpite to prepare tbemfelves to 
tbe> defence, which, by the fudden eager- 
nefs and violence of their adverbries, had 
otherwife been prevented, wherein Ck)d 
bath made good unto him his own im^- 
prefs, Fincii qui patitur : for ^hat contu-* 
mriiooa indignitaet he hath at their bands 
faflamed, tbe worid is wttaefs ; and wbai 
reward of honour above his adverfaries 
G«d hath beftowed upon him, tbemfelves 
(tbou^ nothing glad tb^rec^ muft needs 
confe(s« Now of late years tbe heat oi 
men towards the diidpltne is greatly de* 
CBfed ; their jiklgments begin to fway on 
the iKher fide : tbe leaned have weighed 



it. 
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It^ nd found k light : wtfe men comom^ 
ibone fear, left it im>?e nod ixAj not the 
beft kind o£ governifieiit^ but tl» very 
bane and deftru&ion of aU govemmenC 
The caufe oS this change in men's ofimU 
cms aiay be drawn firom the general na^ 
tore of error, difgiufed and dothed wiA 
the name of truth | which did migbtity 
and violently poflefr men at firft, but af* 
terwards, the weaknefii dieneof being by 
time dslcoyered^ it loft diat repatatioB, 
which before it bad gained. As by tim 
outfide of an honfe the paflers by an 
oikenttmes deceived, till they fee the oo»4 
veniency of the Tooai% witkhi ) fb, by iIiq 
very name of diicipline and rtSommtiamf 
men were drawn at firft to caft a fimoy 
towards it, but now th^ have mat eeo- 
tented dierafelves only to pais* by ami 
behold afar 1^ Ae tmm^frmA of tkbs^ 
formed hoofe ; they have eaiw r s din, < 
at the fpecial requeft of mafter-^n 
and chief-builders thereof: d^y 
penjSed the rooms, the lights, the coai 
niences, and they find them not anfwer- 
able to Aat report wl|iab was made of 

them. 
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tiM0iy nor to that opinion which upon 
report diey had conceived : fo as now 
the difcipline, which at firft triumphed 
over all, being unmaflced, beginneth to 
dro<^ and hang down her head. 

The caufe of change in opinion con- 
eemiag the difcipline is proper to the 
kamed, or to fach as by t^em have been 
inftni£ied. Anodier caufe there is more 
ape^y and more appsuient to the view of 
ally namely, tte ccmrfe of praflice, which 
the reformers have had with us from the 
beginning. The firft degree was only 
fome foisH difierence about the cap and 
lurplice ; but not fuch as either bred divi- 
fion in the Church, or tended to the ruiri 
of the government eftablifhed. This was 
peaceable ; the next degree more ftirring. 
Admonitions were directed to the Parlia- 
ixiefit in peremptory fort againft our whole 
Ibrm of regiment. In defence of them, 
«oki«e» were publifhed in Englifh and in 
Ladn 5 yet this was no more than writ- 
kig. Devices were fet on foot to trtSt 
the pradice of the difcipline without au^ 
tiiprky ; yet herein fome regard of mo- 
:jm}L. I. B b defty. 
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^fty, fome moderation was ufed. Ba hft lft 
at length it l^tikte forth into c^en aut^ 
vage, fefi in writii^ by Martin ; in whofe 
kind of dealing thefe things may he Qb«» 
ferved t i, Thut whereas T. C. and olberi 
his great mftfters had always befcMB fet 
out the difctpline as a queen, and as tto 
daughter of God ; be contrariwife^ to 
make her more aoceptahle to the pei^e^ 
l)rought her forth as a vice upon the (h^e^ 
z. This coneek of his* was grounded 
(as may be fuppofed) upon this tare po-( 
Ucy, that feeing the difcipHne was by 
writing refuted, in parliament rc^&ed^ 
in fecret comers bunted out «id decried^ 
it was imagined that by open railing, 
(which to the vulgar is oomnoonly moft 
plaufible,) the State Ecclefiallical might 
have been drawn into fuch oontemj^ and 
hatred^ as the overthrow thereof fbeuld 
have been moft grateful to all men» and 
in a manner defired by all the qooudpoq 
people. 3. It may be noted (and ^lit 
I know myfelf to be true) how Umm 
of them, altbouj;h they could not for 
fhame approve fo lewd an a(&ioii, yai 

vvere 



WXtO MR. RICHARB HOOKER. $Jt 

were content to lay hold on it to tbe ad» 
vateement of their caiife, by acknowled^^ 
in^ therein tbe fecret judgments of God 
againft tbe Biihops, and hoping thai 
finne good might be wrought ttiereby 
for his Chureh ; as indeed there was^ 
•though not according to their conftruc^ 
■don. For, 4thly9 contrary to their ex* 
pe^tion, that railing fpirit did not only 
-not further, but extremely difgrace and 
prejudice their carle, when it was onoe 
perceived from how low degrees of con<> 
tmdi&ion, at firft^ to what outrage of 
contumely and {lander they were at 
kiigtb proceeded ; and were alfo likely 
t/^ proceed further. 

A further degree of outrage was alfo in 
fa£t: certain ^prophets did arife, who 
deeming it not poffible that God fhould 
fufier that to be undone, which they did 
fo fiercely defire to have done^ namely, 
that hk holy faints, the favourers and fa- 
thers of the difcipline, (hould be enlarged^ 
«»d ddivered from perfecution ; and fee- 

Mb z ing 
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ing no meatis of deliverance ordinaryi 
were fain to perfuade tiiemfelves that 
God mud needs raife fome extraordinary 
tneans; and being perfuaded of none fo 
well as of themfelves, they forthwith 
muft needs be the inftruments of this 
great work. Hereupon they framed unto 
themfelvesan aflured hope, that, upon their 
preaching ont of a peafe-cart in Cheap6<kj 
all the multitude would have prefently 
joined unto them, and in amazement of 
mind have a(ked them, t^ri fratresy quid 
agtmus^ whereuAto it is likely they would 
have returned an anfwer &r unlike to that 
of St. Peter : ^^ Such and fuch are meti iro- 
*^ worthy to govern ; pluck them down : 
'* ftich and fuch are the dear children of 
" God ; let them be advanced/' 

Of two of thefe men it is meet to-fpeak 
with all commiferation : yet fo, that 
others by their example may receive in- 
{lru£tion, and withal fome light may ap^ 
pear, what (lirring afieAiods the dtfcipEne 
is like to infpire, if it light upon apt and 
prepared minds. 

Now if any man doubt of what foeiety 

thqr 
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they were ; or if the refonners difclaioi 
them, pretending that by them they were 
condemned; let thefe points be coniv 
dered. i- Wbofe affocaates were they 
bef<»'e they entered into tins frantic paf- 
6on ? whofe fermons did they frequent ? 
whom did they admire ? a. Evea when 
they were entering into it, whofe advice 
did they require ? and when they were 
in, whofe approbation ? whom advertifed 
. they of their purpofe ? whofe affifiance 
' by prayer did they requefi ? But we deal 
injuriouily with them to lay this to their 
charge ; for they reproved and condemned 
it. How? did they difcloiejt to the 
magiftrate, that it might be fuj^efled? 
or were they not rather content to ftand 
aloof of, and fee the end of it, as being 
loath to quench that fpirit ? No doubt 
thefe mad practitioners were of their focie- 
ty, with whom before, and in the praftice 
of their madnefs, th^y had moft affinity. 
Hereof read Dr. Baocroft's book. 
. A third induQcment may be to diflike 
of the difcipline, if we conlider not only 
how Semt the reiSmQcrs thi^mielves have 
B b 3 pro- 
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pixweeded) but what otfiers ixpoa Aeir 
foundations hare buUt. Here come the 
firownifts in the firft rank, their Itneal 
deibendaats, who have feized upon a 
number of Arange opinicms; whereof 
although their anoeftors, the reform^rsy 
were ne»ver adualty poflefled, yet^ by right 
and intereft from them derived^ the BrowiK 
ifts and Barrowifis have taken poflieffion 
of them : for if the pofitions of the referm- 
en be true, I cannot fee how the nuiki 
and general cont^Iufions of Brownifiis 
ftould be falfe ; for upon d^efe two points^ 
as I conceive, they iland. 

I. That, becaufe we have no Ghurch> 
they are to fever themfdves ftem us. 
%. TTiat without civil authority they am 
to ereft a Church of their own. And 
if the former of thefe be true, the latter, 
I fuppofe, will follow : for if above all 
things men be to regard their (alvsAon^ 
and if out of the Church there be no 
falvation ; it foUoweth, that, if we have 
no Church, we have no means of fahra- 
tion; and therefore feparadon firdm ^m 
io that reipe& is both-lawful and neoef* 

fary: 
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&ry^ as dib, thai men, ib feparated from 
tbe fklfb anpd comiterfeit Churchy are to 
irfTociikXie themiblves unto fokne Church; 
mM to ours; to the R^pift fnneh kfs; 
•therefore to one of thehr own making. 
iNow the ground of all thefe mfe* 
fences being this, ** That in our Chnroh 
there is no means of falvation,'* is oUt 
of the reformers' principles moft dearly 
ito be pl^0Ted. For wherefoever any mat- 
ter of faith unto (alvatton neceilary is 
dented^ there can be no means of falva* 
tion ; but in the Church of England, the 
.clifcipline, by then) accounted a matter 
of faith, and neceff^ry to falvation, is 
tnot only denied, but impugned, and the 
profeffors thereof opprefled. Ergo. 

Again, (but this reafon perhaps is 
i\(reak,) every ifne Church of Chrift ac- 
knowledgeth the whole Gofpel of Chrift : 
the difcipline, in their opinion, is a part 
of the Gofpel, and yet by our Church 
rc«fted. Ergo. 

Again, the difcipline is e0ential)y 

united to the Church : by which term 

gffefUiallyy tbey muft mean either an eflen- 

B b 4 tial 
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tml part, or an «fl(en^al property. Both 
which ways it nraft needs be, that where 
that eflential difoiidine is not, neither is 
there any Church. If therefore b^weto 
.them and theBrownifts there (hould be api* 
pointed a (biemn difputation, whereof with 
Ais they have been oftentimes fo eameft 
challengers ; it doth not yet appear what 
other anfwer they could poffibly frame to 
thefe and the like arguments, wherewith 
they may be prefled, bot fairly to* deny 
the conclufion,.(for all the premifes are 
dieir own,) or rather ingenk)uily to re- 
verie their own principles before laid^* 
whereon fo foul abfurdities have been fa 
firmly built. What fiirthor proofs you can 
bring out of their high words, magnifying 
the difcipline, I leave to your better re- 
membrance : but, above all points, I am 
de^rous this one (hould be ftrongly en- 
fcH*ced againil them, becaufe it wringedi 
them mod of all, and is of all others (for 
aught I fee) the moft unanfwerable. Yon 
may notwithftanding fay, that you would 
be heartily glad thefe their pofitions might 
be (alved, as the Brownifls might not ap- 

pear 
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pear to have iflued out of tbeir loins : but 
nntil that be done, they muft give us 
leave to think that tbe^^ have caji ibi feed 
wbergout tbefe tares are grown. 

Another fort of men there are, which 
have been content to run on with die rer 
formers for a time, and to make them 
poor inftruments of th^r own defigns# 
Thefe are a fort of godlefs pcJitics, who, 
perceiving the plot of difcipline to confift 
of thefe two parts, the overthrow of epi- 
fcopal, and ereftion of preftyterial author 
rity; and that this latter can take no 
place till the f(H*mer be removed ; are con- 
tent to join with them in the deftruftive 
part of dtfcspline, bearing them in hand, 
that in the other alfo they (ball find thenai 
as ready. But when time (haU come, it 
may be they would be as loath to be 
yoked with that kind of regiment, as now 
they are willing to be releafed from tbia. 
Thefe men's ends in all their adkions is 
diflraciion; their pretence and colour, 
reformation. Thofe things which pnder 
this colour they have effefted to tbeir 

own 
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own good, arc, i. by maintaimng a con-f 
trary faditni) tfaey have kept the Ct^^ 
gy always in awe, and thereby made 
them more pUoble, and willing to buy 
their 'peai?e. 2. By maintaining an (pi- 
nion of equality among Minifters, they 
have made way to their own piirpofes for 
devouring catl^dml churches, and Bt* 
Aopfi* livings. 3. By exclaiming againft 
abufea in the Church, they have carried 
their own corrupt dealings in the civii 
State more covertly. For fuch is the na- 
ture of the multitude, thi^ tfiey are not 
able to appnDhend many thingb at once ; 
ib as being poflefied with a diflike or 
liking of any one thing, many oth^ in 
the mean time may efcape diem without 
behfig perceived. 4. They have fought 
to difgraoe the Ckrgy, in entertaining a 
conceit in men's minds, and confirming 
k by continual practice, '* That men of 
** learning, and fpecially of the CleiTgy, 
•* which are employed in the diiefeft 
^ kind of learning, are not to be admitted, 
^* or fparingly admitted, to meters of 

** State;'* 



^ Statse ;" contrary to the praftioe of all 
Well-go^imed commonwealths, and c^ 
our own till thefe late years. 

A third fort of men there are> though 
not defcended from the reformers, yet in 
part raifed ftkid greatly Arengthened by 
them ; namely, tbe curfedcr^w of Atbeifis* 
This alfo is otkt of thofe points, which I 
am defirous you fhould handle moft eflfec- 
tually, and firain yourfelf therein to e3\ 
points of motion and affeftion ; as in 
tfiat of the Brownifts, to all ftrength and 
finewis of reafon. TThit is a fort moft 
damnable, and yet by the general fufpi- 
cion of the world at this day moft com- 
mon. The caufes of it, which ard in the 
parties themfdves, although you handle, 
in the beginning of the fifth book, yet 
here again they may be touched : but the 
occafions of help and furtherance, whidV 
by the reformers have been yielded unto 
them, are, as I conceive, tw^ ; namely^ 
JenJeUfi.fr caching y and dijgracing of tbi 
ininijiry : for how fhould not men dare to 
impugn that, which neither by ftnrce of 
reafon, nor by authority of perfons, i^ 

main- 
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maintained ? But in the parties themfelves 
thefe two caufes I conceive of atheifm: 
I. More abundance of wit than judg- 
ment, and of witty than judicious learn- 
ing ; whereby they are more inclined to 
contradict any thing, than willing to be 
informed of the truth. They are not 
therefore men of found learning for the 
moft part, but fmatterers 5 neither is 
their kind of difpute fo much by force of 
argument, as by fcoffing ; which humour 
of fcoffing, and turning matters moft feri- 
Qus into merriment, is now become fo 
common, as we are not to marvel what 
the Prophet means by the Jeai of f owner Sj 
nor what the Apoftles, by foretelling of 
/corners to conu ; for our own age hath ve- 
rified their fpeech unto us : which alfo may 
be an argument againft thefe fcoff^^ and 
atheifts themfelves, feeing it hath been 
fo many ages ago foretold, that fubb men 
the latter days of the world (hould afford : 
which could not be done by any other 
fpirit, lave that whereunto thiii^ future 
and prefent are alike. And even for tbe 
main queftion of the refiure^on, whereat 

they 
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they ftick fo mightily, was it not plainly 
foretold^ that men (hould in the latter 
times fay. Where is the promife of bu 
coming? Againft the creation, the ark> 
and divers other points, exceptions are 
faid to be taken, the ground whereof is 
fuperfluity of wit, without ground of 
learning and judgment. A fecond caufe 
of atheifm is fenfualityj which maketh 
men defirous to remove all dops and im- 
pediments of their wicked life ; among 
which becaufe religion is the chiefeft, 
fo as neither in this life without (hame 
they can perfift therein, nor (if that be 
true) without torment in the life to come ; 
they ^therefore whet their wits to annihi* 
late the joys of heaven, wherein they fee 
(if any fuch be) they can have no part, 
and likewife the pains of hell, wherein 
their portion muft needs be very great. 
They labour therefore, not that they may 
not deferve thofe pains, but that, deferv- 
ing them, there may be no fuch pains to 
feize upon them. But what conceit can be 
.imagined more bafe, than that man fhould 
&ive to perfuade himfelf even againft 

the 
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the (beret ic((Uti6t, no doubt^ of his ovi^ 
mind, that his foul is as the foul of a beaft> 
mortal, and corruptible with the body ? 
Againft which barbarous opinion their 
owt) atheifm is a very firong arguments 
For were not the foul a nature feparabl^ 
from the body, how could it enter into 
difcourfe of things merely fpiritual, an4 
nothing at all pertaining to the body? 
Surely the foul were not aWe to conceive 
any thing of Heaven, no not fo much a^ 
to difpute againft Heaven, and agiunft God^ 
if there were not in it fomewhat heavenly^ 
and derived from God. 

The laft which have received ftr^ngth 
and encouragement from the refonnera 
are Papifts ; agsunft whom although they 
are mpft bitter enenues, yet unwittingly 
they have given them ^at advantages 
For what can any enemy rather de&t^ 
than the breach and diflenfion of tb<^ 
which are confederates agsanft bim? 
Wherein they are to remember^ that if 
our communion i^^th Papifts in fome Stw 
ceremonies do fo much ftrengthen thaq% 
as is pretended, baw soocb more ddk 

this 
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tbis divifion and rent among ourfelvea^ 
cfpecially feeing it is m^ntained to be^ 
tiot in light matters only, but even in 
matter of faith and ialvation ! Wbioh 
over-reaching fpeech of theirs, becaufe it 
is fo open an advantage for the Barrowift 
and the Papift, we are to wi(h and hope 
for, that they will acknowledge it to 
have been fpoken rather in heat of affec--^ 
tion, than with fonndnefs of judgment^ 
and that through their exceeding love to 
that areature of difcipline which them« 
felves have bred, nouriffaed, and main<* 
tained, their mouth in commendation of 
ker did fo often overflow. 
. From hence you may proceed (but tba 
means of connection I leave to yourfelf) 
to another difcourfc, which I think very 
meet to be handled either here or dfe^ 
where at large ; the parts whopeof may 
be thefe : i. That, in tlua ouife be* 
tween them and us, men are to fever tli« 
prc^r and eilential points and coatro-' 
verfy fircmi thofe which are accidental. 
The moft eflential and proper are tbefi? 
Imvo : overthrow of epifeopal^/ttad eretS^on 
, of 
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of prefbyterial authority. But In theft? 
two points whofoever joineth with then» 
18 accounted of their number ; whofoevw 
in all other points agreeth with them^ yet 
thinketh the authority of Bi(bops not un- 
lawful, and of Elders not neceflary, may 
juftly be fevered from their retinue. 
Thofe things therefore^ which either in 
the perfons, or in the laws and orders 
themfelves^ are faulty^ may be complained 
on, acknowledged, and amended; yet 
they no wit the nearer their main pur- 
pofe : for what if all errors by them fup- 
pofed in our liturgy were amended, even 
according to their own hearts defire ; if 
non-refidence, pluralities, and the like, 
were utterly taken away ; are their lay- 
elders therefore prdently authorized ? or 
their fovereign ecclefia(Ucal jurtfdidioa 
eftabliihed? 

But even in their complaining againft 
the outward and accidental matters in 
Cliurch-govemment, they are many ways 
faulty. I. In their end, which they pro- 
pofe to tbemfelves. For in declaiming 
againft abufes, their meaning is not ta 

have 
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bave them redreffed, but by difgrachig 
the prefent ftate, to make way for their 
own difci[dine. As therefore in Venice, 
if. any fenator (hould difcourfe againft the 
power of their fenate, as being either too 
fovereign, or too weak in government, 
with purpofe to draw their authority to a 
moderation, it might well be fufTered ; 
but not fo, if it fhould appear he fpake 
with purpofe to induce another ftate by 
depraving the prefent. So in all caufes 
belonging either to Church or Common- 
wealth, we are to have regard what mind 
the complaining part doth bear, whether 
of amendment or innovation ; and ac- 
cordingly either to fuffer or fupprefs it. 
Their objefition therefore is frivolous. 
Why may not men Jpedk againft abnfes ^ 
Yes; but with defire to cure the part 
affefted, not to deftroy the -whole, a. 
A fecond fault is in their manner of 
complaining, not only becaufe it is for 
the moft part in bitter and reproachful 
terms, but alfo it is to the common peo- 
ple, who are judges incompetent and in- 
fufficient, both to determine any thing 
VOL. I. c c amifs. 



386 OBOBQB CRANMER's LETTER 

amifs, and fpr want of (kill and authority 
to amend it, Wbiph alfo difcovereth 
their intent and purpofe to be rather 
deftru£tive than corre6live. 3. Thirdly, 
Thofe very exceptions which they take are 
frivolous and impertinent. Some thiiig^ 
indeed they accufe as impious } which if 
they may a{^ear to be fuch, God forbid 
they (hould be maintained. 

Againft the reft it is only alleged^ 
that they are idle ceremonies without • 
ufe, and that better and more profitable 
might be devifed. Wherein ^ey ar^ 
doubly deceived : for neither is it a fuffi- 
cient plea to fay, this muft give place, 
becaufe a better may be devifed ; becaufe 
in our judgments of better and worfe, we 
oftentimes conceive amifs, when we com- 
pare thofe things which are in devife 
with thofe which are in pradice: for 
the imperfeAions of the one are hid, 
till by time and trial tjiey be difco- 
vered 2 the others are already manifeft 
and open to all. But laft of all, (which 
is a point in my opinion of great regard, 
and which I am d^^rous to have enl^ged,) 

tijey 
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they do not fee that for the mod part 
when they ftrike at the ftate Ecclefiaftical, 
they fecretly wound the Civil ftate : for 
perfonal faults, what can be faid againi): 
the Church, which may not alfo agree 
to the Commonwealth ? In both, ftatef- 
men have always been, and will be always^ 
men ; fometimes blinded with error, 
moft commonly perverted by paflions : 
many unworthy have been and are ad- 
vanced in both ; many worthy not re- 
garded. And as for abufes, which they 
pretend to be in the laws themfelves j 
when they inveigh againft non-refidence, 
do they take it a matter lawful or expe- 
dient in the Civil ftate, for a man to have 
a great and gainful office in the north, 
himfelf continually remaining in the 
fouth ? He that hath an office, let hini 
attend his office. When they condemn 
plurality of livings fpiritual to the pit 
of hell, what think they of the infinity 
of teniporal promotions ? By the gre^ 
philofopher, Pol. lib. ii. cap. 9, it is for- 
bidden as a thing moft dangerous to com- 
monwealths, that by the lame man many 

great 
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great offices fliould be exercifed. When 
they deride our ceremonies as vain and 
frivolous, were it hard to apply their ex- 
ceptions even to thofe civil ceremonies, 
which at the coronation, in Parliament, 
and all courts of juftice, are ufed > Were 
it hard to argue even againft circumcifion, 
the ordinance of Grod, as being a cru^l 
teremony ? againft the paflbver, as being 
ridiculous — (hod, girt, a ftafT in their hand, 
to eat a lamb ? 

To conclude : you may exhort the 
Clergy, (or what if you direft your con- 
clufion not to the Clergy in general, but 
only to the learned in or of both Univer- 
fities?) you may exhort theipi to a due 
confideration of all things, and to a right 
efteem and valuing of each thing in that 
degree wherein it ought to ftand. For it 
oftentimes falleth out, that what men have 
either devifed themfelves, or greatly de- 
lighted in, the price and the excellency 
thereof they do admire above defert. 
The chiefeft labour of a Chriftian (hould 
be to know ; of a minifter, to preach 
Chrift crucified : in regard whereof, not 

only 
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only worldly things, but things otherwife 
precious, even the difcipline itfelf is vile 
and bafe. Whereas now, by the heat of 
contention, and violence of afie6iion, the 
zeal of men towards the one hath greatly 
decayed their love to the other. Here- 
unto therefore they are to be exhorted to 
preach Cbrift crucified, the mortification of 
the fiejh^ the renewing of the Spirit ; not 
thofe things which in time of ftrife feem 
precious, but (paffions being allayed) are 
vain and childifli. 

G. C. 
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